
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 

10th FEBRUARY 2009

Present:

Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil



County Cllr Sir Simon Day


District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Inspector Phil Chivers

Clare Acton, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

Six Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

08/197
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
Public Open Forum

Members of public asked questions and made statements at Annex A.

08/198
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

198.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for January 2009.  A total of 30 crimes had been committed compared to 33 crimes in January 2008.  At the three quarterly year point a total of 309 crimes had been committed compared to 295 crimes in the previous year; an increase of 14 crimes i.e.  4.7%.  He detailed that on the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary website there was a Crime Mapping Site which showed the level of crime in a specific area, comparisons with previous years, and crime rates in the last 12 months.  The breakdown for January 2009 crimes was:  theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 1, theft/fraud 13, criminal damage 3, assault/violence 5, and others 7.  
The assault/violence statistics included an offence of GBH Wounding committed by a father on an adult son; the offender was on bail to appear in court in March.  Four offences of ABH had been committed; 2 were domestic related incidents within partnerships and 2 were linked to the night time economy.  One male offender had been arrested and was on bail while another male was still sought.  There had been a spate of thefts from public spaces where handbags, purses and mobile phones had been targeted.  At 5.30 p.m. that day a 15 year old girl had been arrested and was helping with enquires regarding theft from lockers at the Community College.  The ‘others’ crimes had resulted in 2 arrests for drunk and disorderly conduct, 2 arrests for driving with excess alcohol, and 3 public order offences.  The latter offences included one domestic incident and 2 of urinating in a public space; all had been dealt with by Fixed Penalty Notice fines of £80.  The offenders had had to clean up the areas themselves which sent out a strong message that such anti-social behaviour would not be tolerated.  PCSO Hawkes was mixing foot and bicycle patrols.  The bi-monthly joint surgeries with KTC were progressing with the next scheduled session to be held in Quay House the following day 10.00 a.m. to noon.  Bi-monthly meetings were held with the deputy principal of the Community College which explored any issues at the school and enabled a good exchange of information.  The Neighbourhood Team was visiting the school throughout the current week to give presentations on keeping possessions safe etc.  A security marking scheme was also being investigated. 

Cllr Gilbert thanked Insp Chivers for his comprehensive report and asked what had happened to bicycles donated by former district councillor Jeff Beer.  Insp Chivers replied that he believed the bicycles had been re-deployed and detailed that officers were required to wear protective equipment and had to be authorised to conduct cycle patrols.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber
198.2
County Cllr Sir Simon Day reported that he had attended a good Police Authority Liaison Meeting at the Rest Centre on 26 January 2009.  He was delighted to have been appointed chairman of the Police Authority’s Firearms Committee.  He had just attended a meeting of the Police Authority where it was detailed that the current recession had produced an increase in burglary and domestic abuse.  Torbay was a key area where incidents had occurred.  However, knife crime was negligible and crimes against the person had decreased.  The Police budget was to be announced that week and there would probably be an increase in the Police proportion of council tax.  Finally, he commented that the decision on unitary status for Devon had been deferred to July 2009 which would mean that any solution could not be implemented until 2011.  
198.3
County Cllr Julian Brazil reported that the £4,000 donated to enable free car parking had actually been funded entirely by Sir Simon Day as his own locality budget had been spent; he intended to repay Sir Simon £2,000.  He highlighted that the 2 of them had worked together on a number of projects:  Christmas Illuminations, Kingsbridge In Bloom and the Kingsbridge Sustainable Bag and they both tried to do their very best for the town.  He considered that the local Police’s crime detection rates were excellent.  In particular, he noticed that in the national press Penalty Notices had been criticised however, locally they worked well.  The clean up operation had gone well following the flood on Monday 9 February; he had visited businesses that morning and locals had shown much resilience.  It had been suggested that traffic needed to be stopped during flooding as moving traffic caused a considerable wash and there was a requirement for more sandbags.  Moreover, a co-ordinated response from DCC and SHDC was required rather than independent reactions.  That said, a good effort had been put it by all parties and the town looked fine and had recovered quickly.  At DCC’s Executive meeting a 2.89% rise in council tax had been recommended which was the lowest increase on record by DCC in its current form.  Extra monies would fund youth,  education psychology/behaviour support, drainage works and the capital programme.  Finally, the Local Government Review had been left in limbo following the decision to defer the Boundary Committee’s recommendation and he just wanted a final decision to be made.  

198.4
District Cllr Gilbert reported that it was good news to see everything spotlessly clean that morning following the previous evening’s floods.  District councillors were to be budgeted £1,000 each for a community locality budget for financial year 2009/10 which could be spent under certain criteria.  Finally, he mentioned that the dredging of Salcombe estuary was to commence shortly.     
198.5
District Cllr O’Callaghan noted that the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Cluster Meeting scheduled for 25 February 2009 may be cancelled due to deferment of the Boundary Committee’s recommendation on the Local Government Review for Devon.  SHDC had confirmed no increase in its budget and retention of current car parking charges for the next financial year.  Moreover, the residents parking permit was to commence shortly for a one year pilot.  She was pleased with the introduction of community locality budgets.  A new mechanical road sweeper, enhanced Community Grant Fund and an E-Newspaper were to be introduced.  A Band ‘D’ council tax payer would pay £131.66 which was the third lowest in Devon & Cornwall.  The bus pass scheme commenced at 0930 and she was lobbying for it to commence earlier at 0900 in order that local people could make onward connections.  Finally, in reply to comments during the Public Open Forum she detailed that she did not merely ‘give a nod’ to matters but carefully considered all issues and consulted widely.  She had been told by young people that they would have enjoyed a Fun Fair at the Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas event on 6 December 2008.

198.6
District Cllr Howarth reported that he had attended a recent meeting at Follaton House, Totnes, which discussed the Kingsbridge Development Planning Document (DPD).  All housing and employment sites earmarked by KTC would be investigated.  A draft could be expected in April 2009 for KTC  comment to be followed by a formal pre-submission consultation in October 2009.  He had been questioned on what action SHDC was taking on affordable housing.  Unfortunately affordable housing had slowed considerably due to the current recession and because developers were reluctant to commit to projects.  However, SHDC had introducted a market acquisition programme which anticipated the purchase of 30 properties on the open market to recycle as affordable housing.  This was a total project of £5m and it was hoped that it would maintain the momentum on social housing matters.  

County Cllrs Julian Brazil & Sir Simon Day left the Chamber 
08/199
URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.
08/200
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
08/201
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/202
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 20 January 2009 and 3 February 2009.

08/203
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 13 January 2009.
The discussion opened out to receive situation reports on funding for Youth matters, which could include Agenda 21 and St John’s Ambulance projects.  An update was also provided on the proposed Skate Park; the planning application was being collated and required 2 further documents, and a resolution from SHDC to commit car parking spaces, in order to complete.  
08/204
ROWLANDS FUN FAIR

Members had heard statements from 3 members of public during the Public Open Forum, and were in receipt of a consultation from SHDC requesting comments on the Fun Fair being sited in Quay Car Park from Friday 17 to Saturday 25 July 2009.  Cllr Gilbert requested comments from members; and the following was received:

· Much debate had already taken place on the matter in 2008 and it was too late to commence a similar debate again.

· The proposed timescale was identical to the dates approved in 2008.

· The duration of last year’s Fun Fair had been reduced from previous years when the fair had arrived on a Thursday.

· The Fun Fair was extremely popular.

· A councillor, and former Fore Street trader, noted that takings did tend to drop during Fair Week when the Fun Fair was present however, business tended to be brisk beforehand and afterwards.
· Visitors booked holidays to coincide with Fair Week.

· Chamber of Commerce had only been consulted on the previous day and the matter would be debated at their meeting on 11 February.

· Much support from members for the Fun Fair.

It was RESOLVED to support the request from Rowlands Fun Fair to be positioned in Quay Car Park from 1800 on Friday 17 to Saturday 25 July 2009. 
08/205
BATSON PONTOONS

Members had received SHDC’s consultation paper regarding the Batson Pontoons Replacement Project and attended a public meeting at Quay House on 29 January 2009 which had received a presentation from Ian Gibson, Harbour Master.  It was RESOLVED to support the proposed option of a modified pontoon design for 245 berths to be secured by piles. 
08/206
CLERK’S REPORT

206.1
Sustainable Communities Act.  South Hams Community Partnership Forum to be held at 9.30 a.m. on Monday 23 February 2009 at The Watermark, Ivybridge would discuss how the new Sustainable Communities Act could be used in the South Hams.

206.2
Business Link Clinics.  The clinic will operate in Quay House between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. (to accommodate 4 x 90 minute free sessions per day) on 24 February and 24 March 2009.  It is aimed at small and medium business owners or managers and the clinic is a one-to-one meeting with a Business Link adviser.  They will review key areas of business and any issues being faced; identifying activity and support that will help improve performance.

206.3
Road Closure.  A379, Embankment Road, Kingsbridge 13 to 15 April 2009 between the hours of 6.00 p.m. and 5.00 a.m.  An alternative route will be signposted.

206.4
Fore Street Pedestrian Enhancement Works Phase II – Public Meeting.  DCC Highways to present the programme of works followed by a Question & Answer session at 5.30 p.m. on Thursday 19 February 2009 in Quay House.  The event had been well promoted and a Public Notice would feature in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette.

206.5
Council Newsletter.  The revised newsletter (back-to-back single A4 sheet) was ready for printing and house-to-house delivery had been arranged for week beginning 16 February 2009.  There would be articles on:  Local Business/Fore Street, Council Tax financial year 2009/10, CCTV, Skate Park and Open Spaces.  Overall cost had reduced from £1,100 to £350 per edition.      
206.6
Feedback:  Request for Local Hospital Statistics.  DPCT had replied to KTC’s request for statistics on patients admitted to Dartmouth, Kingsbridge & Totnes Hospitals with home addresses in post codes TQ7, TQ8 & TQ9. The information governance team had been tasked to respond however, as this type of information was not collated on a central database it would be necessary for a manual trawl to take place.

206.7
Feedback:  Disabled Bay Removals.  DCC had replied to KTC’s request for information on removal of old disabled bays and return to public use.  It was confirmed that a system was operational to monitor old disabled bays.  
Currently DCC turned down applicants if the number of bays per 100m exceeded 2 however, the policy was under review and may increase to 4 per 100m if ratified by members.

206.8
Local Government Review for Devon (LGR) – Extension of Response Deadline.  The Boundary Committee’s deadline for its recommendation on LGR had been extended by 5 months from 13 February to 15 July 2009.  Implementation of any eventual unitary solutions may be delayed until April 2011.  DCC elections in June 2009 would continue as planned. 

206.9
Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area – Parish Cluster Meeting.  The Cluster meeting had been re-scheduled to 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 25 February 2009 at Quay House to discuss the LGR findings (agenda item 206.8).  The meeting may therefore be cancelled.
206.10  Finance – Payment of Accounts.  Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 February 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £8,280.94 be approved and signed by the Chairman.
08/207
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES

207.1   Cllr Freeman had attended a public meeting to debate a proposal for a 
pontoon at Frogmore.  KTC had already provided its support and the proposal was further supported at the meeting.  Nigel Mortimer, AONB Estuaries Officer, would review possible sites.

207.2
Cllrs Balkwill & Yates, had attended a meeting with Keith Rennells & Tim Pollard, SHDC Landscape & Leisure, to review public space matters.  In particular, plans for the Recreation Ground, top of the estuary and play spaces were discussed.  Members were presented with 2 styles of public seating and agreed to support a traditional wooden bench to replace current benches when required.  Members were encouraged at the progress made to date and the enthusiasm of SHDC officers. 

207.3
Cllrs Romanos & Howarth had presented the Centre for Kingsbridge Community (CKC) project to DCC’s Investing in Devon Committee; a total of 350 projects had been received.

207.4
Cllr McGing had attended a recent Police Authority Liaison Meeting at Age Concern.  The meeting had been very positive and the next session would be held in Salcombe in March 2009.

207.5
Cllrs Yates & Howarth had attended a SHDC sponsored Budget Consultation meeting which had received presentations from DCC, the Police and Fire Service.  Fire Service proportion of Band ‘D’ council tax was to increase by 5.2%; Police by 3.0%; and DCC by less than 3.0%.    
  
08/208
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.
08/209
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

209.1
Cllr Romanos asked if there had been any news on a proposal for the Job Centre to conduct an outreach service at Quay House.  The Clerk, on behalf of the Chairman, replied that 2 scheduled meetings had been cancelled due to sickness.  However, another meeting had been arranged and he would feedback on the outcome.
209.2
Cllr Romanos asked for SHDC’s Fore Street Car Park revenue for January, February and March 2008.  Cllr Gilbert replied that SHDC had received £7,498, £9,277 and £7,979 respectively.  This meant that £4,000 funded by county councillors recently to enable free car parking for a 2 week period, during road works, was accurate.  Members detailed that some motorists had taken advantage of the free parking scenario and had parked up all day; should further free parking be made available an enforcement regime would be required for maximum use of 3 hours.
The meeting closed at 2035.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes

dated 10 February 2009

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Irene Jeeninga

Ms Jeeninga (Healthwise, Fore Street) thanked County Cllrs Julian Brazil and Sir Simon Day for donating monies towards free car parking during the first phase of Fore Street road works which had necessitated a road closure.  The car park had been well used, their actions were much appreciated and it had been good for the town.  She asked if further negotiations were to take place regarding free car parking during the next phase of road works.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that DCC, and the contractor, were to present their programme for the second phase of the road works at 5.30 p.m. on Thursday 19 February in Quay House.  DCC could be asked if further funding was available for free car parking and he would also liaise with SHDC on the matter.
2.   David Rowlands

Mr Rowlands (Rowlands Fun Fair) stated that the letter to be received by councillors that evening, requesting permission for the Fun Fair to be sited on Quay Car Park, contained incorrect dates.  The actual dates proposed were from Friday 17th July to Saturday 25th July which was the same timescale that had been approved in 2008 by SHDC.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Rowlands for confirming the revised dates.
3.   Philip Pritchard

Mr Pritchard (Reel Cinema, Fore Street) stated that many traders considered the Fun Fair’s occupation of Quay Car Park was detrimental to their businesses.  He was not opposed to Fair Week itself merely the amount of time which the Fun Fair was in town.  Historically, the Fun Fair used to run from Wednesday to Saturday but over the years this had increased to cover two weekends.  It also coincided with the busiest trading period during the school and summer holiday season.  The same issue was raised last year, had lots of support from traders and strong representations had been made to the town council.   He read out a representation on behalf of the Red Earth Deli, Duke Street, which supported his own concerns that small businesses lost trade when the car park was closed.  He highlighted however, that he was representing himself that evening and not the Chamber of Commerce.  The “Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas” held on Saturday 6 December 2008, which had been introduced in lieu of the Extravaganza, had been very successful and highlighted that a well managed event which considered the needs of local shopkeepers was a boost to all.  In summary, he felt that a lot of traders supported his own concerns regarding the length of the Fun Fair but in a small town maybe did not feel confident enough to speak out.  Finally, he requested that a meeting be convened for the town council, Chamber of Commerce and Fair Week Committee to discuss the matter.   
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert replied that last year he had suggested to traders that they should discuss the matter early if they had concerns.  The original consultation deadline had already been extended to allow town councillors to discuss the matter and SHDC had requested the town council to make a decision that evening.
4.   Peter Trembath

Mr Trembath (Fair Week Committee) stated that he was keen to see the Fun Fair arrive on the Friday evening.  He did however, appreciate that local traders were suffering due to the current recession.  Rotaproj took place on the first Sunday which saw hundreds of young people attend the Fun Fair from all around the county.  Moreover, the Fun Fair had been in attendance for a whole week for a number of years and he would not wish to see any change.
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Gilbert thanked Mr Trembath for his statement.
