MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 10 APRIL 2007

Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)




Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr David Thorning

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Jeff Beer




District Cllr Marilyn Roadknight




Sgt Jane Corkhill




3 Members of Public
06/276
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs  Lesley Hurrell, Ken Prowse, Beryl Washington & Keith Wingate. 

Public Open Forum

Mr John Speed thanked all those who had attended the previous Saturday’s Youth Market.
06/277
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 



POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

277.1
Cllr Roadknight reported that SHDC had introduced a new planning service via its website; it was free and much information could be gleaned.  A nationwide smoking ban was to be introduced within all enclosed public spaces with effect from 1 June 2007.  SHDC was to appoint an interim Chief Executive to take over from Ruth Bagley when she left.  A report had been produced on the economy of the South Hams which detailed a steady growth in the 10 years from 1995-2005 and a growth of 8.75% per annum from 2005.  A recent Shelter report detailed that 110,000 children were trapped in poor housing in the region.  Finally, Cllr Roadknight, who would not be standing for re-election, said goodbye to members and wished the council the best for the future.

277.2
Cllr Thorning had not attended any further meetings since the previous week’s Annual Town Meeting and had nothing to report.

277.3
Cllr Beer stated that this would be his last report as he was not standing for re-election.  Feedback from the recent Public Space Workshop would be available shortly.  The Community Policy Group was to meet on 12th April to consider, amongst others, social inclusion policy.  Cllr Beer thanked his fellow county and district councillors for their support.  He was sorry that some town councillors would not be standing for re-election and reported that all members did a good job.  It was not easy to serve the public and he thanked members for their support.
277.4
Cllr Child thanked District Cllrs Beer & Roadknight for their sterling service to the town.  They had always championed causes on behalf of local people and would be a hard act to follow.

277.5
Cllr Brazil had attended a meeting of DCC’s Executive Committee that day which had considered the recent Lyons Report.  A cross-party consensus was realised that the report had been disappointing.  In response to Exeter’s bid for unitary status; Labour councillors felt it was a good initiative while others opposed it.  A massive reorganisation would be required if it went ahead and he believed this would be of no benefit to local people.  He hoped it would fail at stage 2 of the bid.  Finally, Cllr Brazil wished those standing for re-election good luck.  He was sorry that Cllrs Beer & Roadknight would not be standing and wished them well for the future.  
277.6
Sgt Corkhill reported that there had been 23 recorded crimes in March 2007 and made some comparisons with statistics from the previous month:  3 assaults (5 in February), 3 vehicle theft (8), one theft (6), nil drugs (one), and one public order offence (3).  She had tried to procure a camera for the Age Concern building and was disappointed that it had not been approved.  The Crime Prevention Unit was considering the placement of a Mosquito ultrasonic deterrent device which emits a high pitch sound that only teenagers can hear.  Out of 6 criminal damage offences last month, 3 had been detected.  However, it was difficult to gain conviction unless witnesses were available.  Some new graffiti had appeared in the town and the Neighbourhood Beat Manager was attempting to identify the culprit(s).  Finally, there had been a spate of damage to cars in Saffron Park; and investigations were ongoing including door-to-door leaflet drops appealing for information.  

Cllr Johnson enquired whether a website which encouraged anti-social behaviour in the town had been withdrawn; Sgt Corkhill would liaise with Cllr Johnson to identify the site.  Cllr Hill suggested that a ‘Crime Stoppers’ style arrangement locally may encourage witnesses to come forward if their anonymity could be protected.  Cllr Heavisides shared Sgt Corkhill’s frustration with Age Concern and felt the mosquito initiative could be worthwhile.  Finally, Cllr Freeman felt that overall the town was lucky to have such a low crime rate which was due to good policing.

District Cllr Beer, Sgt Corkhill & 2 members of public left the Chamber
06/278
URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business: Request for Arts & Crafts Market. 

06/279
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
06/280
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 27 March 2007 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

06/281
TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a synopsis of Cllr Child’s recent mayoral activities.  In particular, the town mayor thanked members for their full attendance at the Civic Dinner and for hosting guests.  He also announced the passing away of Jack Nation; members recalled Mr Nation as a local character.   
06/282
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members received the minutes of the Planning Committee of 3 April 2007; which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  Two decisions received were in accordance with council’s Recommendations.  One tree decision was also in accordance with the council’s Recommendation.  Of 7planning applications received, 6 were Recommended for approval however, one had a qualification attached.  An outline application (28/0527/07/O) for the erection of 4 new dwellings in Wallingford Road was Recommended for refusal on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site.  There were no further planning matters.  It was RESOLVED to accept all the Recommendations made in the report, and to communicate the planning consultation to SHDC.
06/283
CLERK’S REPORT
283.1
Feedback from council meeting of 27 March 2007.  All actions taken.
283.2
Changes to local bus services (DCC’s letter RM/TCS/PT4100 dated 12 March 2007 refers).  Members received information of DCC/First’s review of Services 92, 93 162 & 606 (the latter 2 run by Tally Ho) following long-standing public complaints about standard of vehicles and reliability.  Broadly the same level of service was to maintained.
283.3
DCC’s Prohibition of Waiting & School Clearways Order 2007 affecting Belle Cross Road & Ashleigh Road, Kingsbridge (Ashford Solicitors’ letter JWB/KQT/3209-587 dated 29 March 2007 refers).  Members received information of an extension of car parking/waiting restrictions at Kingsbridge Community College & Kingsbridge Primary School.

283.4
Salcombe-Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum meeting – at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 25 April 2007 in Malborough Village Hall.  The Clerk announced an invitation to the meeting.
283.5
The Future of Devon & Exeter: Changing Public Services – at 1.00 p.m. on Monday 23 April 2007 at County Hall, Exeter.  The Clerk announced an invitation to the forum.
283.6
DCC Temporary Road Closure – Prince of Wales Road, Kingsbridge on 17-18 April 2007 (Utility Work).  The Clerk announced the road closure.

283.7
Annual Town Meeting – 3 April 2007.  The Clerk reported that he had produced minutes of the meeting which were on public display in Reception and on the foyer’s notice board.  However, because the minutes were not to be accepted until the next ATM, and there were nil specific matters which required action(s), he did not intend to distribute them to members at this stage.

283.8
Kingsbridge Bowls Club – p.m. on Saturday 28 April 2007.  Cllr Child announced an open invitation to members, to accompany him to a forthcoming event at the Bowls Club.
Cllrs Brazil & Roadknight left the Chamber
06/284
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND 


AUTHORITIES

Cllr Freeman had attended a recent meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees; all was well.
06/285
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 April 2007.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £5,717.32 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06/286
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD: REQUEST FOR ARTS & CRAFTS MARKET
Members received a request via SHDC for the Shoal of Brixham Artists to hold 
an Arts & Crafts Market in the town square, on Wednesdays, from late spring to 

autumn.  Members were unanimous that the town already had a large number 

of arts/crafts exhibitions/shops.  Moreover, the council should support local 
retailers in the town and aim to keep the Fore Street area vibrant.  It was
RESOLVED to object to the proposal for an arts and crafts market.

06/287
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions.
06/288
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND  PRESS

It was RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business due to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

One member of public left the Chamber

CONFIDENTIAL

06/289
CAR PARKING ADJACENT TO QUAY HOUSE

Cllr Child reported that, due to the number of recent maintenance/building works to adjacent properties, the entrance to Quay House off Ilbert Road and side lane next to the Library was often full with vans.  Although the land was owned by the council, to date nil action had been taken to stop the practice.  Members agreed that action was required.  Cllr Hill reported on an initiative he had taken, alongside neighbours, to prevent unauthorised parking in his own private road.  This involved the employment of a private company who issued official passes to homeowners; fixed penalty notices were issued by homeowners on behalf of the company who in turn administered and fined unauthorised drivers.  It was RESOLVED to write to persistent offenders who parked unauthorised detailing that an enforcement regime was to be introduced, and a company would be investigated to administer fixed penalty notices.
The meeting closed at 1952.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

