MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 9 MAY 2006

 Present:

Cllr Tony Child (Chairman)

 


Cllr John Cowling




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Eric Heavisides




Cllr Derek Hill




Cllr Dennis Holwill




Cllr Lesley Hurrell




Cllr Eric Johnson




Cllr Ken Prowse




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Keith Wingate

In Attendance: 
Martin Johnson, Town Clerk




County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Jeff Beer




District Cllr Marilyn Roadknight




Jane Fitzgerald, Kingsbridge Gazette




Alex Marwood, Kingsbridge Advertiser




Two Parishioners

06/01

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Beryl Washington.

06/02

MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a synopsis of Cllr Freeman’s recent mayoral activities during late April 2006.  Cllr Freeman thanked members, County & District councillors, and the public for their great support during his tenure of office.     



06/03

ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR

Following the resolution at the council meeting of 11 April 2006 Cllr Tony Child was elected as Town Mayor for 2006/2007.  Cllr Child read out his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and thanked members for their support.  He paid tribute to his predecessor, Cllr Freeman, for carrying out his duties in a most conscientious manner, with good humour and dignity; in particular his planning expertise had proved invaluable.  He also thanked, in his absence, former councillor Rufus Gilbert who during his short period of service was helpful in progressing many of the council’s policies and it was a matter of regret that he felt unable to continue.  He also thanked the Town Clerk for his input, which was often above and beyond the call of duty.  Finally, he stated that the council should thank itself for doing its best; it had an impressive array of talent and experience which should aim to pull together at the same time.

06/04

ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR

Following the resolution at the council meeting of 25 April 2006 Cllr Eric Heavisides was elected as Deputy Town Mayor for 2006/2007.  Cllr Heavisides read out his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  He echoed Cllr Child’s sentiments that Kingsbridge had a good town council.

Public Open Forum

There were no questions or statements from Kingsbridge parishioners.

06/05

REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL 

AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

05.1
Cllr Brazil congratulated Cllrs Child & Heavisides on their appointments and gave tribute to Cllr Freeman and former councillor Gilbert.  He reported that DCC had just launched their Strategic Plan 2006-2011, which contained an environmental audit of each directorate.  The Commission for Sustainable Communities was to present the findings of its investigation into Social Housing on 10 May at Quay House and he looked forward to hearing their solutions.  He noticed that the council was to discuss the revised road marking in Fore Street at the meeting and would be very content to receive feedback.  He had attended a Kingsbridge Youth Partnership Meeting on 8 May which had discussed anti-social behaviour in the town centre and he was hopeful of a solution which may include staging events at the leisure centre on Friday evenings.  Finally, he stated that he had further meetings to attend that evening at Stoke Fleming & East Portlemouth and would need to leave early.

05.2 Cllr Beer wished to add his congratulations to Cllr Child and hoped 

he enjoyed a successful year as mayor; he also acknowledged Cllr Freeman’s commitment and passion which deserved much credit.  The new Harbour Master and Head of Service was in post and the next Harbour Board meeting would be held on 13 June.  To dispel rumours, he reported that the majority of the incumbent’s time would be spent at the Harbour Authority.  The Community Policy Development Group Committee was due to discuss the recent build of wooden framed houses in Cornwall and he was aware that Cllr Heavisides would be interested given his support for ‘park homes’.  He gave an update on the planning application by the mobile phone company Three for a radio mast in the town centre which had not been supported by SHDC; and commended Denise O’Callaghan (Kingsbridge Against Masts) for her input.  There had been no appeal to date however, he wished to issue a challenge to Three to find a suitable out-of-town site.  Finally, the Chamber of Commerce had held a constructive meeting recently and one of the outcomes was an investigation into coach parking in the town.

05.3 Cllr Roadknight added her congratulations to the new mayor.  She reported that 118 new homes were to be built in the South Hams and 2 would be in Kingsbridge.  However, her calculations highlighted that it would require a salary of £55K to afford a home in the area.  Nine thousand questionnaires were being sent out to address the issue and landlords of large houses will be required to be licensed.  The Community Policy Development Group had recommended that green spaces be attached to all new developments; she remarked that in years to come people would look back and ask how any other form of development could be tolerated.  Finally, she commented that West Alvington Primary School had raised £300 from recycling old Yellow Pages.  

Cllr Freeman remarked that the 2 houses earmarked to be built in the town was not as bad as it sounded because in total 37 would be built in the locale.  Cllr Heavisides added that a recent article in the Plymouth Evening Herald highlighted a social housing development in Lee Mill.

05.4 Cllr Thorning had nothing further to add at this moment in time.

05.5
There was no Police report.
06/06

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

06/07

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Hurrell declared a personal & prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/23: ‘Property Committee’.

06/08

APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Appointments to membership of the Finance, Planning, and Property Committees were agreed; now reproduced at Annex A.  It was agreed not to appoint members to the Policy Committee; rather to place the latter committee as an agenda item for the next council meeting where its future role could be discussed.   

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber.
06/09

APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Appointments to Outside Bodies were agreed; now reproduced at Annex B.  The following points were noted: that council representation on the Salcombe Harbour Board may change later in the year; Cllr Thorning would investigate why the council representative on the Kingsbridge Agenda 21 Group had not been invited to any meetings; nil meetings had been held of the Special Interest Group for Older People & South Hams Police Liaison Committee.
06/10

DEEDS AND TRUST INVESTMENTS

Cllr Child had reviewed the file of Deeds and Trust Investments, which were agreed as accurate and signed by the Chairman.  

06/11

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 25 April 2006 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment which had already been actioned on the original. 

06/12

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 2 May 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  It was noted that the one decision was in accordance with the council’s Recommendation.  Of 2 Tree Preservation Order decisions one was in accordance with the council’s Recommendation however, the Tree Wardens had not received notification of the other.  Whilst Cllr Freeman detailed that he agreed with the decision the Clerk would request the Trees Officer to consult the council on all such matters.  Four planning applications had been considered and it was Recommended that they all be approved.  The points raised in Any Further Current Planning Matters were noted.  It was RESOLVED to accept all of the Recommendations made in the report, and communicate the planning consultation to SHDC & DCC.

06/13

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 25 April 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Child.  Recommendations were made on long term deposits; fees & charges; internal audit; quarterly report; annual accounts and the internal auditor’s report.  Discussion earmarked a future agenda item for Committee: ‘credit/debit card purchasing’.  It was RESOLVED to accept all of the Recommendations made in the report.  

06/14

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2005/06

It was RESOLVED to approve the unaudited Annual Accounts & Statement of Assurance of the town council for the financial year ending 31 March 2006.

06/15

FORE STREET TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

Cllr Prowse detailed that lorries continued to drive onto the footpath to unload, double parking was common and queues often reached down to the beginning of Fore Street.  Other members commented that the new system was not being policed, the Traffic Warden had too much territory to cover and that the narrowest part of the road saw parking on both sides of the road which might require re-positioning.  It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to request for more Traffic Warden resources from the Police, and to check whether the original plans had been fully implemented, addressing any differences and the council’s findings to John Halliday (Ivybridge Local Services) as required.

06/16

CLERK’S REPORT

16.1
Feedback from council meeting of 25 April 2006.  All actions taken.
16.2
Feedback from Devon Town Council Clerks & DCC Workshop – 3 May 2006.  The Clerk gave a précis of the workshop
16.3
Feedback from French Market – 5 May 2006.  The market had been successful and feedback was very favourable.
16.4
Feedback from Town Council & Kingsbridge Police Consultation Event – 6 May 2006.  The event had proved very worthwhile with much interest throughout the morning however, the Clerk commented that better static displays may be required to promote council business.
16.5
Feedback from Kingsbridge Youth Partnership Meeting – 8 May 2006.  Cllr Child & the Clerk had attended with many agencies present: Devon Youth Services (Colin Low), Community College (deputy principal), SHDC (Jon Parkingson), DCC (Cllr Brazil), Police (Insp Morgan), YES, W Devon & SH Anti-Social Behaviour officer, Youth Crime Prevention team & others.  It was recognised that there was an anti-social behaviour issue in the town centre which led to further issues of concern to the Youth Services & Police.  Evidence from Dartmouth highlighted that a worthwhile facility for young people on a Friday evening, throughout the year, cuts ASB however, it was recognised that there will always be a ‘hard to reach group’.  A proposal was tabled for a Friday night event at Quayside Leisure Centre to encourage young people to come in off the streets which would cost in the region of £15K per annum.  Colin Low (DCC Youth Services) is to investigate further and the County, District & Town Councils may be requested to fund at a later date.  Much information on the issue was available in the Clerk’s office.
16.6
Commission for Rural Communities – National Inquiry into Rural Housing – 1830 on Wednesday 10 May 2006 at Quay House.  Following an earlier event at the Kings Arms this event would present the Commission’s findings.  
16.7
Cookworthy Museum’s Family History Day – 1100-1600 on Wednesday 24 May 2006  (Venues: town square, Rest Centre & Quay House).  The Clerk promoted the same.
16.8
Sustainable Communities Bill – Public Meeting – 1930-2130 on Thursday 18 May 2006 at Totnes Civic Centre.  The Clerk promoted the same.
16.9
Town Councillor Vacancy update.  Members were in receipt of the Clerk’s memorandum detailing the administration to fill the vacancy, alongside a public notice advert and notice board/news article.
16.10
Councillor Training Day – 1000-1600 on Saturday 13 May 2006 at Stokenham Village Hall.  The Clerk promoted the same at £15 per head to include lunch; the full spectrum of councillor business (save Planning & Standards Board issues) was to be considered by a lecturer from Gloucester University.
16.11
DCC Notification of Temporary Road Closure.  The Clerk announced the closure of Wallingford Road on 14 June 2006 (1 day only – overhead line work.
06/17

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE TOWN CENTRE

Cllr Child reported that after the last council meeting he had drawn up a list of interested parties which could be invited to discuss the issue however, the list was similar to the those attendees at the Youth Partnership meeting of 8 May.  He reiterated that Colin Low (DCC Youth Services) was putting a project together which may require expenditure from the public authorities but this had to be placed against the cost to society if nothing was done.  Extensive debate took place on the ASB issue with a range of opinions being voiced.  It was RESOLVED to:

· Address the issue of lack of Police resources in the town.
· Support the efforts of DCC Youth Services to provide a Friday night event at the Quayside leisure centre for young people.
· Write to members of the Town Consultation Panel requesting their comments and inviting them to a public forum to discuss the issue.
· Hold a meeting with other South Hams’ towns to address the issue; District Cllr Beer to lead.
District Cllrs Beer & Roadknight left the Chamber.
06/18

REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES

18.1
Members were in receipt of a report from Cllr Heavisides of his attendance at the DAPC Larger Council Sub-Committee on 27 April 2006.  The meeting had discussed, amongst others, central government’s recent paper ‘The Challenges for Local Governance in 2015’ and the Quality Council scheme.
18.2
Cllr Johnson had attended a meeting of South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau; the Kingsbridge Outreach Centre at Quay House was being well used.
06/19

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
Members received a schedule of payments due to date 9 May 2006.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £3,605.95 be approved and signed by Cllrs Child & Heavisides.
05/20

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN

There was no business brought forward.

05/21

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions.  
05/22

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted; it would be advisable in the public interest, that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

The public and press left the Chamber.

Cllr Hurrell left the Chamber for the following agenda item.

CONFIDENTIAL

05/23

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of an extraordinary meeting of the Property Committee held on 2 May 2006 which were delivered by Cllr Wingate; he explained that only the Derby Road development site had been discussed.  It was RESOLVED to:  

· Not sell the development site and to action the required administration to inform relevant parties.

· Request an appraisal report on the viability of the town council developing the land.
The meeting closed at 2130
.…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annexes:

A.   Membership of Committees for 2006/2007.

B.   Representatives on Outside Bodies for 2006/2007.
