Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 3 MARCH 2009 AT 5.45 P.M. IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)


Cllr Bob Freeman

Cllr Kate Lynn


Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
Cllr Anne Balkwill


Cllr Mike Howarth

Martin Johnson (Secretary)

08/33  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Robin Griffin, Jax Williams and Philip Yates.
08/34
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
08/35
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Members received the minutes of the meeting of 30 September 2008 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Quay House, Bandstand & Grounds

08/36
CCTV
36.1
Members received a situation report on the CCTV system:

· Three contractors had been requested to provide the methodology, equipment specification and costs for cameras to survey Duncombe Park, Recreation Ground and the Memorial Shelter/Quay Car Park area.  Discussions had taken place on site, some exploratory testing would be conducted and feedback was awaited.
· The Clerk had written to Rev Kyriakides-Yeldham to request use of the steeple of St Edmunds Church to relay images back to the monitoring centre.  It was agreed for the Clerk to attend a PCC meeting to make a presentation on the current CCTV system and future ambitions, and to explore whether the visual impact of antennae could be lessened.
· The Clerk would present KTC’s system to a local group shortly and to request their assistance to monitor cameras at key times.  
· The Clerk would arrange a further visit to an external monitoring centre for members of the above group alongside KTC members.
36.2   Members also received a report on progress of the proposed camera to survey the refurbished Quay public toilets.  SHDC had approved the costs however, a planning application for the new pole was now required which KTC would be required to submit.  In all probability it would mean that the toilets would re-open before the camera had been installed.

36.3   Members received a proposal and costs estimate for a fixed camera in the lobby of Quay House.  It was considered that an overt camera may not be well thought of by visitors and to date there had been no problems.  It was agreed that surveillance of the lobby area was not required at the present time.

08/37
USE OF QUAY HOUSE

Members were in receipt of a listing of all permanent tenants and casual users of rooms in Quay House, and received a situation report:
· Devon Lane Credit Union which hired Rooms 10 & 12 on the second floor was likely to either vacate one of the rooms, or both, in early June 2009 due to a district-wide re-organisation.

· Tracey Langford, Job Centre Plus (Brixham & Totnes office manager) had visited Quay House.  The Job Centre was keen to hire Room 7 ion Monday to Friday afternoons.  The interview room would require 2 exits therefore both Rooms 4 and 7 on the first floor were suitable; Room 7 had been suggested.  Tracey alongside the District Manager and a TU representative would visit again shortly to discuss further.  It was RECOMMENDED that Job Centre Plus provide a service from Quay House.
· Victoria Banks, DPCT Health Trainer had visited Quay House.  DPCT was keen to commence a Health Clinic to help and support people on a one-to-one basis to make positive changes to their lifestyle thus improving overall health and well-being e.g. healthy eating, becoming more active, stopping smoking and reducing alcohol intake.  Room 7 had been suggested for a weekly Friday morning clinic and feedback was awaited.  Members agreed that hire charges should be waived as the proposal was perceived to be a counselling service similar to Citizens Advice and Relate.  It was RECOMMENDED that DPCT Health Promotion provide a service from Quay House.
08/38
RE-DECORATION

Members received a situation report on the décor in Rooms 3, 4 and 7 and the requirement for an accessible interview room which complied with the Disability Discrimination Act i.e. location on the ground floor.  It was RECOMMENDED for:

· Rooms 4 and 7 to be re-decorated.  It was anticipated that only minor preparatory works would be required.  
· SHDC Car Parks unit to vacate Room 3 and transfer to Room 4 on the first floor.  An extra power point would be required in Room 4.  

· Room 3 on the ground floor to become a recognised DDA compliant interview room.  

· Room 3 to be re-decorated.  Thorough preparatory works would be required as the room was currently in a poor condition.
· The Clerk to request estimates for re-decoration and electrical works from local traders.
· Agreement on estimates to be delegated to Cllrs Gilbert & Freeman and the Clerk.
08/39
FIRE SAFETY WORKS

Members received a situation report on fire safety works required for the first and second floors.  Listed Building Consent had been approved and a budget had been earmarked from reserve funds.  Members agreed 3 local building companies to be considered and the Clerk would request estimates.  
08/40
QUAY HOUSE GROUNDS

Members received a situation report on grounds’ matters:

· The Virginia Creeper would be cut over the weekend of 7-8 March 2009.
· The application for tree surgery to 3 trees had been acknowledged by SHDC and would be processed via normal channels.

· New fixtures had been attached to the Bandstand for the rear awnings.

· The Garage rain gutters would be taken down as they continually collected fallen leaves/debris, down pipes were broken and they served no purpose.
· It was agreed for quarterly clearance of the drainage/storm water gullies around Quay House to be added to the Grounds Maintenance Contract at £120 per annum.

· It was agreed that no action was required regarding rainwater collection adjacent to the Rear Hall.
08/41
ASSET REGISTER
The Asset Register was currently being revised.  On completion KTC’s insurance company would be contacted to detail any additions/subtractions which may impact on the policy.
Embankment Road Cemetery
08/42
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY

Members received a situation report on the cemetery:

· The extent of vehicular damage to the cemetery wall had been contested by the surveyor’s report.  The report had been challenged and KTC’s insurance company had subsequently agreed to pay for the total cost of repair less excess of £100.  K J Day Stonework had been contracted to carry out the repairs which would necessitate closure of one lane of the highway alongside traffic light management.
· The Clerk would attend a Burial Management course in Taunton on 18 March 2009.

· Grounds maintenance was being conducted to a most satisfactory
standard.
St Edmunds Churchyard

08/43
ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD

Members received a situation report on the churchyard:

· Some large bushes required removal on entry to the churchyard grounds which would be carried out shortly.

· Grounds maintenance was being conducted to a most satisfactory standard.
Allotments
08/44
TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS

The allotments were in good order with no current issues.  There was a long waiting list for plots.
Derby Road Land

08/45
DEVELOPMENT LAND OFF DERBY ROAD

The land remaining in ownership of KTC, alongside the land recently sold to Kingsbridge Feoffees, was overgrown and would be cut back shortly.
Others

08/46
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS

08/46.1  EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY TREES
Members received a letter dated 24 February 2009 from the residents of 61, 63 & 65 Embankment Road which detailed that Holm Oaks on the edge of the cemetery had grown vigorously and prevented sunlight from entering their homes.  They requested the trees by surveyed and remedial action taken.  It was RECOMMENDED that Cllr Gilbert & the Clerk survey the trees, consider a way forward and arrange a meeting with the residents.
08/46.2  PERSONAL INJURIES CLAIM

A personal injuries claim had been made against KTC via M P Jones & Co, Plymouth, following an incident at the Library steps in June 2007.  There had been correspondence between DCC, the insurance company and KTC regarding responsibility for the steps.  The Clerk had recently been informed by the Librarian that DCC had now accepted responsibility. 

08/46.3  QUAY HOUSE EMERGENCY LIGHTING

A recent test had confirmed that the existing emergency lighting was unfit for purpose.  It was agreed for to be requested and for replacement to dovetail into the fire safety works at agenda item 08/39.
08/46.4  PUBLIC BENCHES

Members receive a situation report on benches:

· The Clerk had received 2 requests for memorial benches to be provided in the town.
· The bench outside Cookworthy Museum required re-staining.  The Clerk would also survey the benches in the cemetery which would be actioned at the same time if required.
· It was RECOMMENDED that a bench along the Cookworthy Road, which had been provided a few years ago by a local couple, be taken onboard by KTC.
08/47
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To be confirmed in the next mayoral year during June 2009.
The meeting closed at 1850.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
