Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 2008 AT 1730 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)

Cllr Robin Griffin


Cllr Kate Lynn


Cllr Beryl Washington


Cllr Jax Williams


Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)

08/18  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Bob Freeman.
08/19
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 08/22.

08/20
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Members received the minutes of the meeting of 17 June 2008 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Cllr Gilbert reported that the new bench on West Alvington Hill was most satisfactory.

It was agreed to hasten the proposal for additional lighting at the Memorial Shelter, Embankment Road via DCC.
Quay House, Bandstand & Grounds

08/21
CCTV

Further to his situation report at the council meeting of 23rd September, the Clerk confirmed that he had written to Torbay Council detailing that KTC was unable to pursue monitoring due to the high costs.  An ‘in-house’ system of monitoring would now be researched similar to the system viewed recently at Exmouth Town Council.  Insp Chivers had been asked whether a local Special Constable would be content to take on the project.
Cllr Gilbert reported that it remained KTC’s ambition to expand the system to include Fore Street, Mill Street, Recreation Ground & Duncombe Park, Quay Car Park/Embankment Road and proposed community centre.  Moreover, a fixed camera to monitor the Quay public toilets, upon refurbishment, had been highlighted.  Basic fixed cameras for the lobby and courtyard of Quay House were also suggested.  Some of the cameras would require negotiation with SHDC.  

The Clerk had already met with the contractor, Andrew Stephens of Sound & Visual Limited.  Fore Street, Mill Street and Quay Car Park/Embankment Road had been investigated and costs provided.  Cameras in Fore Street (minimum of 2 required) atop street lighting would require relay back to Quay House.  St Edmunds Church had been earmarked as the best location for a relay.  A bespoke pole would be required for a camera in the car park to achieve a direct line of sight to Quay House; similar to the one positioned in Quay House grounds.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· Pursue an ‘in house’ monitoring system managed and operated by volunteers to monitor Kingsbridge CCTV system at specific times already earmarked by the Police.  

· Open exploratory talks with St Edmunds Church to locate a relay on the church steeple.  
· Invite Sound & Visual Limited for a ‘walkabout’ to review sites previously costed i.e. Fore Street, Mill Street and Quay Car Park/Embankment Road alongside Duncombe Park & Recreation Ground, Quay public toilets and Quay House lobby/courtyard.
· Request £20,000 be budgeted for financial year 2009/10 for CCTV cameras in Fore Street (2 in number) and Mill Street (one). 
08/22
REAR COURTYARD

The re-tarmacing had been completed and the courtyard now required tidying up.  It was RECOMMENDED to gain estimates to re-paint the white lines to denote parking bays.  
08/23
INTERNAL ALTERATIONS

It was RECOMMENDED that the 1st and 2nd floor fire safety works be worked-up as a priority project in order to allow payment within the current financial year.
08/24
BANDSTAND

The broken uplights in front of the Bandstand had been capped as they were beyond repair.  The broken eyelets at the rear of the Bandstand, for fixing awnings, were to be repaired. 
08/25
GROUNDS
The Clerk reported that he was awaiting the Virginia creeper to turn ‘autumn red’, which was very attractive, thereafter the leaves would fall and the creeper would be cut.  Tree surgery, as previously agreed, would be actioned at the same time.  The lower branches of 2 trees were overhanging and touching both the Bandstand and Garage roofs; one of the trees had a TPO which would require application to SHDC. 
Embankment Road Cemetery
08/26
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY
The Clerk reported that the cemetery was in good condition and the grounds maintenance contractor was doing a sterling job.
St Edmunds Churchyard

08/27
ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD
Similar to item 08/26 above, the churchyard was in good condition.  
Allotments
08/28
TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk reported that some minor husbandry works had been required recently as a large branch had broken off a tree and fallen across 3 plots.

Derby Road Land

08/29
DEVELOPMENT LAND OFF DERBY ROAD

KTC retained the ownership of the rear portion following sale of the land with planning permission to Kingsbridge Feoffees.  The Feoffees had an option period of 10 years to purchase the retained land from KTC.  The Clerk was due to meet representatives of the Feoffees on 7th October as they wished to erect a fence to demarcate their land from KTC’s.  Such action was in accordance with the terms of sale contained in Land Registry Form TP1.  The fence would require a gateway to allow vehicular access to the retained land for maintenance.  It was RECOMMENDED that an annual grounds clearance be provided for within the financial year 2009/10 budget. 

Others

08/30
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS

30.1
The Clerk reported that Quay House emergency lighting may require an overhaul and he had requested estimates.
30.2   The Embankment Road decorative lighting had been overhauled recently.  
30.3   The Clerk had reported at the last council meeting that following the demise of the Kingsbridge Extravaganza a “Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas” day had been planned for Saturday 6th December.  Alison Marshal, of Provence, was the co-ordinator and had requested a Christmas tree be positioned in Quay House grounds.  While members agreed in principle there were some concerns raised.  It was RECOMMENDED that full details of the proposed Christmas tree be requested to include measures to address Health & Safety and security issues.    
08/31
PERSONAL INJURIES CLAIM

The Clerk reported that a personal injuries claim had been made against KTC via M P Jones & Co, Plymouth, following an incident at the Library steps in June 2007.  He had forwarded the claim to the County Solicitor as the steps were the property of DCC.  Recently, he had received a letter from Norwich Union on behalf of Library Court Management Company Limited detailing that liability was denied and which suggested that the steps were the responsibility of KTC.  He had replied detailing that while the steps were positioned on KTC land it was not the responsibility of the town council to maintain them.  He had evidenced this by providing a copy of the Charges Register dated 15 June 1983 which detailed the management of the steps by DCC, that refurbishment of the ramp and steps had been conducted in 2007 by DCC, and that a current councillor recalled the current anti-slip surface had been positioned by DCC at some time in the previous 5 years.
08/32
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 16 December 2008 at 1800.

The meeting closed at 1820.
…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
