MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2006 AT 1700 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Keith Wingate (Chairman)

Cllr Tony Child


Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Lesley Hurrell


Cllr Eric Johnson


Cllr David Thorning

Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)

06/16  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Eric Heavisides.
06/17
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/20.

Cllr Hurrell declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/27.
06/18
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Members received the minutes of the meeting of 13 June 2006 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
06/19
CURRENT WORKS

Members received a situation report on current works:

· The Virginia creeper had been cut back on Quay House.
· Bandstand annual electrical test had been conducted and approved.
· Tree surgery had been conducted on trees adjacent to the Library & vegetation bordering Boons Lane had been cut back.
· A&E Builders were to return to complete the positioning of coping stones at former Glovers Hole site.
· Having been let down previously, a new plumber had been sourced to provide water heaters in ground & second floor toilets and an electrician was awaited.
· Refurbishment of the staircase by Materio Ltd was due to commence week beginning 2 October 2006.
· Re-roofing of the sloping rear hall roof by Philip Sheldon was due to commence week beginning 2 October 2006.
· Security lighting fitted on old CCTV post adjacent to Age Concern.
· Auction house sourced for old furniture stored in the garage.
· No action taken to date on installation of lift to first floor, Cllr Wingate would suggest companies to contact, and funding options to be researched.
· Stairs nosing ordered for Rooms 7 & 11.
· Photograph of Cllr Child and sign-writing required in Council Chamber.
· Approval for notice board in Fore Street car park given by SHDC; Philip Pritchard (Reel Cinema) had a usable board which required some TLC to bring up to standard; on completion fitting to be completed by SHDC; council to meet cost of labour and materials of latter action.
· Grounds maintenance was currently split between salaried work at Quay House grounds and contract work at Embankment Road Cemetery & St Edmunds Churchyard, it was proposed to place all three areas under contract with effect from 1 April 2007 with tendering to commence later in the year.
In addition:

· Cllr Child reported that an electrical box was hanging off the wall of Quay House, at second floor level, and needed to be addressed.
· Cllr Thorning reported that many bulbs were not working on the Embankment Road decorative lighting and one string was hanging down lower than the remainder.  It was agreed that the defects be sorted and Cyril Hosking be tasked to carry out regular checks. 

It was RECOMMENDED to note all current works and take relevant action where appropriate.  
06/20
WORKS ADJACENT TO REAR OF QUAY HOUSE

Cllr Washington, the developer, gave a briefing on the new building and particularly regarding future access for residents.  She reported that access would be primarily from the front of the development; a bin store would be provided within the boundary; and she already had vehicular and pedestrian access rights to the rear of the building across council property.  The architect had suggested a walkway for residents leading from the rear of the development, via the rear courtyard of Quay House and through a gate in the boundary wall of Quay House (which would require listed building consent) onto the pavement of Ilbert Road.  The council would not bear the costs of the work.  Debate took place whether such right of access should be regularised by the drawing up of legal documentation via solicitors however, members did not wish to be too bureaucratic.  Cllr Washington intended to let the flats and access and parking arrangements would be fully detailed in the tenancy agreements.  Moreover, the Clerk reported that he had met with Cllr Washington, the architect and builder on site and the rear courtyard would be made good on completion of all current work.  It was RECOMMENDED to support a walkway at the rear of the new development, for all costs to be borne by the developer, and for a right-of-way access agreement to be formalised via documentation between the council and the developer.           
06/21
CCTV

A D&C Constabulary crime report had been received for the Quay area for a study period between July 2004 and June 2006.  It detailed a noticeable increase in offences from 18 in the first year to 70 in the second year.  Police Inspector Morgan applauded the efforts of the council in attempting to realise a CCTV system but maintained that this would be a second best option when compared to a monitored system.  Teignbridge District Council’s Crime & Disorder Officer had stated that there was a “real possibility” of Kingsbridge being monitored by the Teignbridge system and Insp Morgan was due to attend a CCTV Group meeting on 26 September 2006 to discuss technical and financial issues.  It was RECOMMENDED to investigate Kingsbridge becoming part of the monitored CCTV system managed in Teignbridge.

06/22
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY

22.1
Members were in receipt of a Memorial Safety Work report from Adrian Munday which detailed essential works to 35 memorials to be carried out to satisfy Health & Safety requirements; the works would cost £960.00.  Members felt that the council had an overriding duty to take measures to prevent injury from memorials.  It was RECOMMENDED for memorial safety work to be carried out on 35 memorials; to contact owners of rights of burial, where possible, to notify them of the required works and to request contributions towards costs.
22.2
Members were in receipt of an Arboricultural Report from Devon Tree Services Ltd which assessed the condition of the line of 7 Holm Oaks on the Embankment Road boundary.  It recommended crown lifting/reduction to 2 trees TO1903 & TO1904; either 50% reduction or felling of TO1905 and felling of TO1908.  No action was proposed for the remaining 3 trees.  Members considered the report to be comprehensive and supported felling of the 2 trees mentioned.  It was RECOMMENDED for 3 quotations to be gleaned to carry out tree surgery to 4 Holm Oaks. 
22.3
Members received a situation report on the following:
· The central garden required work.  The grounds contractor, Alan Kennedy, was to cut back the vegetation and plant Spring bulbs.
· The rabbit population would try to be contained, within DEFRA guidelines, by shooting and a local marksman had been sourced.
· The chapel had been highlighted as a nesting place for the greater horseshoe bat and estimates would be gleaned to enclose by railings and a lockable gate.      
06/23
PROPOSED NEW CEMETERY

Selworthy Vets had offered a plot of their land to the council but DCC had stated to achieve a decent splay onto Embankment Road would necessitate use of neighbouring land.  It was RECOMMENDED to write to the owners of the neighbouring property detailing the situation and requesting their assistance.
06/24
ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD

The town inspection had highlighted perceived ownership issues regarding the wall and railings enclosing the churchyard.  Debate revealed that members considered that it was the duty of the council to make good any defects and identified that a small amount of work was required.  It was RECOMMENDED to carry out some minor repair work to the railings. 
06/25
TREBBLEPARK

Members received a situation report on the following:

· Following advertisement in the last newsletter; 2 vacant plots had now been allocated.  

· Some cutting back of vegetation, along the boundaries, would be required in the non-growing season.

· Plot markers had been positioned which numbered all the allotments.
· A new side gate had been hastened from the supplier.
06/26
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS

26.1
Debate took place on the longevity of the Bandstand rear awnings and solutions to the problem.  It was RECOMMENDED that some form of permanent backdrop be investigated for the Bandstand noting that any structure may require planning consent.
26.2
Cllr Johnson noted that motorcycles and scooters had begun to park on the pedestrian footpath adjacent to Quay House.  It was RECOMMENDED to monitor the situation.

Confidential Matters

06/27
DEVELOPMENT OF LAND AT DERBY ROAD

It was agreed to form a Working Party to investigate the way forward with the development land at Derby Road.  This would report to council at their next  meeting.
06/28
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 19 December 2006 at 1700.

The meeting closed at 1800.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
