Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 18 MARCH 2008 AT 1745 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)

Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Beryl Washington


Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
Cllr Philip Yates



Martin Johnson (Secretary)

07/54  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Balkwill, Robin Griffin and David Thorning.
07/55
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Washington declared a personal interest in agenda item 07/58.2.
07/56
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Members received the minutes of the meeting of 18 December 2007 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Quay House, Bandstand & Grounds
07/57
CCTV

Torbay Council had responded positively to KTC’s request to provide a monitoring service for the CCTV cameras.  Steve Hurley (Town Services Manager) and the relevant Cabinet Member were to undertake more detailed investigation and feedback to KTC in due course.
07/58
DAMAGE TO REAR COURTYARD

58.1
Following refit of the courtyard gates, KTC’s insurance company had settled the insurance claim; an excess of £100 had been incurred.  

58.2
The courtyard now required to be re-tarmaced; one contractor had been met on site and an estimate would be forthcoming, and others were to be considered.  There would be no expenditure incurred by KTC.  The old slabs were to be re-cycled and offered to Dodbrooke Church.  It was RECOMMENDED to delegate courtyard re-surfacing to Cllr Gilbert & the Clerk. 
07/59
INTERIOR ALTERATIONS

Members were in receipt of SHDC’s notice dated 1 February 2008 to grant Listed Building Consent for internal alterations and fire precautionary measures to comply with fire safety regulations.  Permission was subject to the following KTC submissions and agreement by SHDC prior to commencement of works:
· Details of all new and replacement timber doors and windows, including


their method of opening and proposed finish.
· A door schedule to include a survey of all existing doors, an estimate of


age and significance, which doors to be retained in situ and doors to be


re-sited and to what location.  

· Full details of any proposed alterations to doors, including the fire


protection treatment to be applied and closing mechanisms.

· Construction details of the new partitions and finishes.  

· Full details of the locations, and design for the emergency lighting and


signage.
07/60
USE OF ROOMS AT QUAY HOUSE

60.1
Tenants of Rooms 8, 3, 10 & 12 had been made aware of new rental charges with effect from 1 April 2008 and new tenancy agreements had been agreed and signed.
60.2
Members were in receipt of Sue Adams, Floor Prints, notice (in accordance with the lease arrangement) to vacate Room 9 on 31 March 2008.  It was RECOMMENDED to advertise for a new tenant.
60.3
Members were in receipt of a request from the Kingsmen  Barbershop Chorus to hire the Council Chamber, Rooms 4 & 7 and use kitchen facilities on Wedesday evening each week.  A storage facility for equipment was also required in the Garage.  The group was likely to be on site 7.15 p.m. to 10.15 p.m. It was RECOMMENDED that the request be approved at £30 per week to be paid quarterly in advance; car parking at Quay House to be included during hire times.  The Clerk to detail the terms by letter. 
60.4
The Clerk reported that additional revenue was being generated by hiring out the Bandstand to traders.
Embankment Road Cemetery

07/61
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY

61.1
Following repairs to the cemetery wall, KTC’s insurance company had settled the insurance claim; an excess of £100 had been incurred.

61.2
The annual pruning of trees, bushes and creepers had been conducted by the grounds maintenance contractor and the cemetery was assessed as being in a good condition.

61.3
The Clerk reported that all cemetery records were actioned by hand, the registers dated back to 1877 and a parchment map was the only record held of grave locations.  The map in particular was in a poor condition.  Members were in receipt of information from a company which was able to scan the map and ledgers on to disc using specialist equipment.  Moreover, software would enable the records to be used as working documents on the office PCs.  This digital solution had been used by Barnstaple Town Council, North Devon District Council and Plymouth City Council.  Costs would be in the region of £500 which had not been placed in the budget for FY 08/09.  It was RECOMMENDED for the cemetery records to be scanned to disc by a specialist company.  


St Edmunds Churchyard
07/62
ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD

62.1
The minor repairs to railings had been conducted to a good standard.

62.2
The annual pruning of trees, bushes and creepers had been part carried out with some works to be completed.
Allotments
07/63
TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS

63.1
Some tree surgery had been completed recently, the allotments were assessed as being in a good condition and nil maintenance expenditure was anticipated in the foreseeable future.

63.2
The policy of splitting full size allotments into 2 when they became vacant continued and the allotments were at full tenancy.  Twelve persons were currently on the waiting list. 
Others

07/64
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

The contractor appointed on 1 April 2007 continued to maintain all the grounds to a good standard.  It was RECOMMENDED that Helping Hands be re-appointed and the contract be extended for a further year with effect from 1 April 2008.
07/65
PUBLIC BENCH – WEST ALVINGTON HILL

Members were in receipt of a request from West Alvington Parish Council to locate a bench midway on the footpath from Kingsbridge and West Alvington.  This was to replace a bench already in situ which was beyond economical repair; indeed, the bench was actually in Kingsbridge parish.  The proposed hardwood seat would cost £246.78.  It was RECOMMENDED to contribute £123.37 to the new bench on West Alvington Hill.
07/66
PRIORITY LISTING OF BUILIDNG WORKS TO QUAY HOUSE

Members were in receipt of a revised Priority Listing of Building Works to Quay House dated March 2008 which was adopted by the Committee.
07/67
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS

67.1
Cllr Yates enquired regarding the condition of electrics throughout Quay House.  The Clerk reported that the emergency lighting would be reviewed within the fire precautionary works to be actioned at agenda item 07/59.  It was further agreed that a stock of low energy eco-light bulbs be purchased and exchanged for current bulbs as they expired.  

67.2
Cllr Yates enquired regarding the condition of the ground floor tea room which he considered to be shabby.  Members acknowledged that it was not aesthetically pleasing however, it served its function.  It was agreed to review the matter in due course.

67.3
 Cllr Gilbert enquired whether the outside porch light, currently on the same circuit as the inner hall lights, could be separated and have an individual switch.  Members agreed that this made good sense and the Clerk would action.
67.4
The Clerk reported that he was currently reviewing the Christmas Lights and would be in a position to feedback by late April 2008.
Derby Road Land

07/68
DEVELOPMENT LAND OFF DERBY ROAD

The Clerk had met with Ian Bumstead, Bartons Solicitors, recently to finalise the legal pack and the land had been placed on the market by Luscombe Maye for bids by informal tender with a deadline of noon Friday 18 April 2008.
07/69
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 1830.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
