Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2007 AT 1715 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)

Cllr Anne Balkwill 


Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Robin Griffin


Cllr Beryl Washington


Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)

07/36  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr David Thorning.
07/37
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/38
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Members received the minutes of the meeting of 18 September 2007 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Quay House, Bandstand & Grounds
07/39
CCTV

The Clerk reported that:

· local Police had viewed CCTV footage on a number of occasions

· cameras had seemingly caused dispersal of young people, who


previously hung around the grounds, to other locations in the town 

· preliminary discussions had taken place between council’s Safety & Security Working Group and the Chamber of Commerce to roll-out cameras to Fore Street; to be progressed in the New Year

· roll-out and external monitoring was to be discussed with the Police at the next quarterly liaison meeting. 
07/40
DAMAGE TO REAR COURTYARD

The new gates had been fitted to a good standard by Roger Simcox Metalwork and the invoice had been forwarded to council’s insurers for payment.  Cllr Washington reported that she intended to tarmac the whole courtyard with nil expenditure to be incurred by council.  However, in the first instance, some drainage issues had to be investigated and Cllr Washington and the Clerk would also investigate marking the road surface in order to signpost pedestrian access.     
07/41
FIRE SAFETY WORKS

SHDC had acknowledged council’s application for Listed Building Consent to conduct internal alterations and fire precautionary measures to comply with revised fire safety regulations.  He would glean 3 estimates for the works to present to the Committee.
07/42
INTERIOR DECORATION

SHDC Property Services team had commenced re-decoration of the public areas of Quay House.  The works were due to be completed by mid-January.
 07/43
USE OF ROOMS AT QUAY HOUSE
Saltstone Caring Limited had accepted council’s terms for use of Room 7 on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  Silver Lining had however, declined the offer of shared use of Room 12 (with Devon Lane Credit Union).  
07/44
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN QUAY HOUSE GROUNDS/TOWN SQUARE
The Clerk reported that he had inspected the Christmas tree offered to council alongside a local tree surgeon.  It was deemed that the tree was not a good specimen; the task of felling in a small space, delivery and stabilisation in the town square was logistically complex; and the offer had been declined.  However, members felt that white lights in the town square trees (akin to Royal Parade, Plymouth) would look very attractive.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to pursue installation of Christmas lights in the town square trees with the contractor and report back to the next meeting.   
07/45
ENTRANCE TO REAR HALL

The Clerk reported that the entrance to the rear hall (leased to Ajanta Interiors) required repair.  The timber double doors had been subjected to water damage over time and, while still serviceable and in overall satisfactory condition, would require work in the short to medium term.  It was RECOMMENDED that the works be added to the “Priority Listing of Building Works” to be completed within 18 months, and budgetary provision made for financial year 2009/10.  
07/46
PRIORITY LISTING OF QUAY HOUSE BUILDING WORKS AND BUDGET FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/09

The Clerk reported that much work had been conducted to Quay House in

recent years following the introduction of a building maintenance programme.
All short term (within one year) works had been completed from the listing dated
March 2007 within the current financial year 2007/08 indeed, some of the medium term (2 to 5 years) works had been conducted too.  It was

RECOMMENDED that only basic maintenance be conducted within financial year 2008/09, and for the budget to be set at £2,500 for Quay House and £1,000 for Quay House grounds.     
Embankment Road Cemetery
07/47
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY – DAMAGE TO WALL

Repair works were currently being conducted by Kevin Day, Stonemason, with an anticipated completion date of early January 2008.  The works would necessitate traffic lights in the Embankment Road for 2 days.  The invoice would be forwarded to council’s insurers for payment.  It was agreed that the insurers be requested to claim monies off the 3rd party involved.
07/48
CRYPT

Nigel Mortimer, SHDC Estuary Conservation Officer, had highlighted the Big Lottery Fund’s Breathing Spaces programme as a possible funder for enhancement of the cemetery crypt as a bat roost.  However, subsequent investigation realised that minimum funding was £1,000 and works could not be justified to target such an amount.    
St Edmunds Churchyard
07/49 ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD

Railings’ repairs had been conducted to a good standard by Roger Simcox Metalwork however, some ancillary work was required in order to stabilise them further.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to glean estimates and report back to the next meeting.
Allotments
07/50
TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk reported that the allotments remained at a good standard; 2 trees required to be pollarded.  
Derby Road Land

07/51
DEVELOPMENT LAND OFF DERBY ROAD

Members sighted the outline planning application for 10 units on the land off Derby Road which had been submitted to SHDC.  It was anticipated that SHDC’s decision would be known in February/March 2008.
Other
07/52
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS

Cllr Williams requested information on the repair of a section of stone wall in Western Backway adjacent to Baptist Lane.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he was aware that it had been conducted privately by the owners of the adjoining courtyard.
07/53
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 18 March 2008 at 1715.
The meeting closed at 1815.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
