Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 17 JUNE 2008 AT 1730 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)

Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Robin Griffin


Cllr Beryl Washington


Cllr Jax Williams


Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Cllr Mick McGing



Martin Johnson (Secretary)

08/01   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Gilbert was re-elected as Chairman for mayoral year 2008/09.
08/02  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Kate Lynn.
08/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Washington declared a personal interest in agenda item 08/07.
Cllr Freeman declared a personal interest in agenda item 08/14.
08/04
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Members received the minutes of the meeting of 18 March 2008 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Quay House, Bandstand & Grounds
08/05
QUAY HOUSE
05.01
The “Priority Listing of Building Works” detailed annual electrical testing only as essential maintenance to be completed within the current financial year.  
05.02
The Virginia creeper was earmarked for cutting during the financial year also however, it was considered that it may not be required.  The Clerk would monitor and take action accordingly.
08/06
CCTV

Cllrs Gilbert & Howarth, PC Jane Flatman (Crime Reduction & Architectural Liaison Officer) and the Clerk had visited Torbay Council’s (TC) CCTV Control Room the previous day to review their monitoring system.  TC currently monitored cameras for other external organisations with a charge of between £2-3,000 per camera monitored depending on the level of monitoring required. Monitoring levels could range from only when triggered due to an incident to constant surveillance.  BT Redcare who supplied current external communication links had suggested 2 video links to Kingsbridge to achieve necessary performance levels at a cost of £28,000 for the connection fee and approximately £5,000 annual rental.  TC used VHS videos to record footage from its 163 cameras and had staff of either one or 2 persons on duty 24/7.  The working party had agreed the following:

· TC’s own consultant to contact the Clerk and probably visit Quay House to discuss KTC’s operations and cost of connection etc.

· For PC Flatman to ascertain priority times when the Police would require surveillance.

· To investigate whether KTC could arrange monitoring at source; noting that 9 cameras could be surveyed on one screen.  PC Flatman had a point of contact elsewhere in the county and would provide to the Clerk.

The committee considered that the matter was progressing well.

08/07
REAR COURTYARD

07.01
Four estimates had been received for re-tarmacing the courtyard.  Due to existing falls there were some drainage issues in the locale and a rain drain would be required in order to take water away from the rear hall entrance (currently occupied by Ajanta Interiors) which would incur additional cost.  A further site meeting had been conducted with Simon Proctor Limited who would provide a revised quotation shortly.  Cllr Washington would make a contribution to the costs.  It was RECOMMENDED that re-tarmacing of the Rear Courtyard was a priority and should be conducted as soon as possible.  

07.02
It was planned to relocate a litter bin to Ilbert Road between the petrol station and the Chemists, adjacent to the pedestrian crossing, as the area was becoming unkempt.  In the interim period, the Clerk would ensure that the area of KTC land, juxtaposed to the courtyard, was maintained to a good standard of cleanliness.   
08/08
INTERNAL ALTERATIONS

The Clerk had not taken any further action to date on the internal alterations to sub-divide the 1st and 2nd floor landings however, the project had been budgeted for within the current financial year and Listed Building Consent granted.
08/09
USE OF ROOMS AT QUAY HOUSE

Quay House had full tenancy, all tenants were content with revised rentals for the current financial year and new agreements had been signed. 
08/10
BANDSTAND

The Bandstand had been power-washed prior to commencement of the Sunday Concerts’ season.  Some of the stacking chairs required some TLC but it was deemed that new purchases were not required.  The ground lights in front of the Bandstand had not worked for some time and the glass had been smashed on 2 creating ‘holes’.  It was RECOMMENDED for an electrician to be tasked with surveying the Bandstand ground lights to ascertain whether they could be repaired, otherwise they should be capped off. 
08/11
GROUNDS
Tree branches were overhanging both the Garage and Bandstand and required some husbandry moreover, the gutters required cleaning out which would be actioned at the same time.  Polly Stone (SHDC Trees Officer) would be required to be notified.  It was RECOMMENDED to carry out minor tree surgery to 2 trees in Quay House grounds.
Embankment Road Cemetery

08/12
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY

12.1
The Cemetery was deemed to be in a good condition.  The Clerk had liaised with the grounds maintenance contractor on some minor husbandry issues which would be actioned shortly. 

12.2
All cemetery records and the map had been scanned onto computer discs which could, in turn, be used as a working document.  The costs had been less than the Clerk had anticipated at the previous meeting.   
St Edmunds Churchyard
08/13
ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD

The Churchyard was deemed to be in a good condition.  “Lunch at Eddy’s”, an invitation to townspeople to use St Edmunds Church during lunchtimes, was to commence on 23rd June and the Clerk would ensure the grass had been cut beforehand. 
Allotments
08/14
TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS

The Allotments were deemed to be in a good condition.  The plots had full tenancy however, one tenant had been notified that their plot required cultivating.  Cllr Freeman had written to plotholders recently alerting them to the fact that the Kingsbridge In Bloom route would take in the site.
Others

08/15
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS

15.1
Cllr Griffin would check whether the new public bench on West Alvington Hill had been positioned.

15.2
Western Power was required to repair electrics on Embankment Road to enable the decorative lighting to work; on completion a number of bulbs required replacement.
15.3
Cllr Yates and the Clerk had met with a DCC officer on 20th March to survey the requirement for spot lighting in the vicinity of the Memorial Shelter however, a quotation had not been provided to date.
Derby Road Land

08/16
DEVELOPMENT LAND OFF DERBY ROAD

The sale of land off Derby Road was in the hands of respective solicitors and the Clerk was hopeful of proceeding to full sale shortly.
08/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 16 September 2008 at 1745.
The meeting closed at 1835.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
