MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 13 JUNE 2006 AT 1700 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Keith Wingate (Chairman)

Cllr Tony Child


Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Eric Heavisides


Cllr Eric Johnson

Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)

06/01   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2006/2007

Cllr Wingate was elected as Chairman for 2006/2007.
06/02  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Lesley Hurrell.
06/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 06/06.
06/04
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Members received the minutes of the meeting of 14 March 2006 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.  
06/05
PRIORITY LISTING OF BUILDING WORKS
Members considered the installation of a lift; refurbishment of the main staircase and repairs to the rear hall roof. 

05.1   Installation of Lift.  Four lift companies from Devon & Cornwall had visited Quay House and it was estimated that a lift to the first floor would cost approximately £15K.  However, the overall cost would be in the region of £20K given the required preparation and ancillary works to be completed.  A building company was required to undertake the project that in turn would sub-contract for the lift itself.   Listed building consent would also be required.  It was RECOMMENDED that a tendering process be commenced to appoint a contractor to complete the works.

05.02   Refurbishment of Staircase.  It was RECOMMENDED that one of the companies that had tendered for the project be requested to undertake the raising of the staircase handrail.

05.03   Repairs to Rear Hall Roofing.  Water continued to seep into the rear hall let by Ajanta Interiors.  The roof had been patch repaired on numerous occasions, was probably now beyond spot repair and required re-roofing; one estimate had been received.  It was RECOMMENDED to gain a further 2 estimates for the project and to select a company to complete the works. 
Cllr Washington left the Chamber for the following agenda item.
06/06   WORKS ADJACENT TO REAR OF QUAY HOUSE

Cllr Child reported that the new development had entailed the breaking up of tar macadam across council property however, the council had not been informed prior to the works being undertaken.  It was RECOMMENDED that the builder be informed in writing of the requirement to repair, on completion of the development, to the council’s satisfaction.

06/07
CCTV

The Clerk had received a report from Chris Vercoe (D&C Police CCTV Liaison Officer) who had analysed the technical specification of the tenders.  It also recommended lighting and crime prevention surveys of the town square area.  The Clerk had written to DCC requesting a lighting survey and this had been supported by the Library.  Inspector Morgan had tasked PC Gail Bond (Crime Prevention Officer) to conduct a crime prevention survey.  He was also in receipt of Wadebridge Town Council’s Code of Practice; as it managed a similar system with their local Police.  Once the reports were received the council would be in a position to produce its own Operational Requirement; request a trial from a CCTV company and make application to the Police Divisional Commander.  The Clerk also informed members that Insp Morgan would be making a report to council that evening, detailing that there may still be a window for the town council to become part of the monitored CCTV system at Newton Abbot.  It was RECOMMENDED to continue negotiations to realise a CCTV system for the town square/Quay House grounds area.  
06/08
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY

The Clerk reported that he had received 3 recent complaints regarding the aesthetic condition of the cemetery.  The problem was two-fold: rapid grass growth due to recent good weather and the Holm Oaks bordering the Embankment Road which shed leaves continuously.  The grounds contractor paid two visits per month to the cemetery during the summer months therefore he had limited time to complete a difficult task.  The Tree Condition Survey conducted in early 2004 detailed that the 7 trees in question were over 20m in height and in fair/good condition.  Cllr Child commented that the trees bordering the road in the opposite side of the cemetery had already been felled and if a similar operation was conducted it would ‘balance’ the cemetery and allow more time for grass-cutting.  Such tree felling would require road traffic operations for the duration of the works.  It was RECOMMENDED to contact Polly Stone (SHDC Trees Officer) and glean 3 estimates for the felling of 7 Holm Oaks.
06/09
NEW CEMETERY

The Clerk was awaiting an update from Mr & Mrs Balkwill regarding the offer of a parcel of land off the Embankment Road.

06/10
ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD

The Clerk reported that, similar to the Embankment Road Cemetery, the grass and weeds were growing very quickly this season which was problematic.  Building works were ongoing within the churchyard.
06/11
TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk reported that the allotments were being well cultivated and the waiting list for plots was diminishing.
06/12
CARETAKER

The Clerk reported that the Caretaker’s task list was reviewed at regular intervals.
06/13
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS

There were no further matters.
Confidential Matters

06/14
DEVELOPMENT OF LAND AT DERBY ROAD

This item was a confidential matter.
06/15
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 19 September 2006 at 1700.

The meeting closed at 1755.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
