Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD AT

6.15 p.m. ON TUESDAY 7th JUNE 2011 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)

Cllr Julie Barnett


Cllr John Binns

Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Robin Griffin


Cllr Irene Jeeninga

Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)
11/01   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Gilbert was elected as Chairman of the Property Committee for mayoral year  2011-2012.
11/02   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Keith Wingate. 

11/03   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
11/04   MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Members received the minutes of the meeting on 15th March 2011 which were approved by the Chairman as a correct record.
11/05   QUAY HOUSE

5.1
The preferred company to carry out a stock condition survey/10 year costed maintenance plan for Quay House had been contacted on several occasions but had not replied.  Therefore Cllr Barnett had sought expressions of interest from other companies.

5.2
A preliminary assessment questionnaire was receiving attention by Energy Action Devon to conduct a free energy efficiency audit renewable energy scoping study of Quay House.  It was anticipated that progress would be made shortly.

5.3
Mr R Whiteley was progressing the transfer of the lease for the Rear Hall from Ajanta and had made a planning application to SHDC for change of use from a design studio and showroom to hair and beauty services and sale of related products.  The lease was extant until July 2012.

Cllr Washington reported that a bollard was missing adjacent to the 3 parking spaces in front of the Rear Hall required and replacement.  It was RECOMMENDED to position a new bollard adjacent to the Rear Hall’s parking area.
5.4
Kingsbridge Information Centre had vacated Room 8, on the first floor, with effect from 30 April 2011.  The office space had been advertised in the Gazette which had generated interest but no firm offers to take on the tenancy had been received to date.  The office space would be re-advertised in the Gazette and on KTC’s noticeboards.
5.5
Ajanta had given 3 months notice to vacate Room 12, on the second floor, with effect from 10 May 2011 and had expressed that anyone interested could take over before the expiry date.  The office space would be advertised in the Gazette and on KTC’s noticeboards.

5.6
The growth of the Virginia Creeper on the façade of Quay House was being managed.  However, a cherry picker was unable to reach the side wall adjacent to the Rest Centre to remove the creeper and scaffolding was deemed expensive in the limited access space available.  The primary branches of the creeper would be cut in order to halt further growth.
11/06   QUAY HOUSE GROUNDS
6.1
Graham Smith, Chairman of Age Concern, had reported that 2 new seats had been purchased to be positioned in front of the Age Concern/Rest Centre building.  He had suggested that one remaining old seat could be cleaned and painted and re-positioned on the grassed area of Quay House grounds to overlook the Quay.  Members considered Age Concern’s proposal but did not wish to introduce a seat to the grounds, as it could lead to further litter and did not wish for groups of people to congregate in the area overlooking the wall, but felt it could be utilised elsewhere.  It was RECOMMENDED to reply to Age Concern that KTC would be content to accept the old seat but for it to be positioned elsewhere rather than in Quay House grounds.

6.2
Some minor anti-social behaviour had taken place the previous week which had led to a large branch of a tree (which had a Tree Preservation Order attached) being broken and hanging down.  PCSO Hawkes had received a full admission from 2 young persons, the damage had not been intentional, and a verbal apology had been received by the Town Clerk   The grounds maintenance contractor would cut off the branch and remove.
11/07   BANDSTAND
7.1
No further action had been taken to date regarding the proposed repaint of the Bandstand in the current financial year.  Members suggested the use of Sikkens products and contact with another town council which had a similar Bandstand.
7.2
The Bandstand would be power washed by the ground maintenance contractor the following week in readiness for Concerts on the Quay and Fair Week events.
7.3
The annual electrical test had been conducted and had been passed as Satisfactory.
11/08   EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY
8.1
New signs had been positioned to advise members of public to use the  top footpath rather than walking along the busy Embankment Road outside the cemetery.
8.2
Ground/shrub clearance had continued along the western boundary of the cemetery in order to introduce further space for burial plots.
8.3
Repainting of the main and side gates had been completed.
8.4
Two pyramid shaped coping stones to the side gate pillars required refurbishment as they were in a poor condition.  A local builder had been requested to provide a quotation.  It was RECOMMENDED for the side gate pillars to be repaired.
8.5
The large Holm Oaks bordering the Embankment Road were unbalanced with some branches almost touching gravestones on the cemetery side.  It was RECOMMENDED for the grounds maintenance contractor to carry out works to ‘lift’ the Holm Oaks lower branches by approximately 20 feet.  
11/09   ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD
9.1
Members had sighted the perimeter wall railings which had been repainted to date and agreed that the work was worthwhile.  The remainder would be progressed by the Handyman however, it was acknowledged that it was a time consuming job.
9.2
A ‘tomb’ gravestone had been damaged in the rear lower levels of the churchyard grounds and required repair as it represented a Health & Safety concern.  It was RECOMMENDED to repair a gravestone in the Churchyard.

9.3
It was noted that following felling of a large Yew tree a stump remained.  It was RECOMMENDED to gain quotations to remove the Yew tree stump.  
11/10   TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS
Tree surgery along the western boundary had been completed which now allowed much more sunshine to reach plots previously cast in shade during parts of the day. 
11/11
 LAND OFF DERBY ROAD
Members agreed that the land should be left as fallow while awaiting further development.

11/12
 DECORATIVE LIGHTING, EMBANKMENT ROAD
Members were content with the LED refit of the decorative lighting; some teething problems remained with 3 bulb holders and the contractor would carry out remedial works shortly.  It was noted that over 60% of the allocated budget remained and it was RECOMMENDED to research installation of decorative lighting on the opposite side of the estuary.
11/13
 CCTV
KTC had replied to the Home Office’s recent consultation on a code of practice relating to surveillance cameras.  Once the findings were known, and a model code of practice advised, a revision of KTC’s CCTV Code of Practice dated October 2007 could be conducted.  
11/14
 HANDYMAN
The Handyman continued to work for 4 hours per week which members agreed was a very satisfactory arrangement.  
11/15
 ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS
There were no further current property matters.
11/16
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 6th September 2011 at 6.15 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 6.58 p.m.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
