Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 1745 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)


Cllr Anne Balkwill


Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Beryl Washington


Cllr Jax Williams


Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Cllr Mike Howarth


Martin Johnson (Secretary)

09/24  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Robin Griffin.

09/25
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

09/26
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Members received the minutes of the meetings of 16 June 2009 and 4 August 2009 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
Quay House, Bandstand & Grounds

09/27
CCTV

Full council had Resolved to install 3 further CCTV cameras in Duncombe Park, Recreation Ground and Quay Car Park at its meeting held on 8 September 2009.  Members received a situation report:
· St Edmunds PCC had agreed to KTC placing 3 antennae on the church tower for a peppercorn rent of £1.00 per annum for each of the antennae.
· A formal request, by letter, had been made to Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service for KTC to position a camera atop a pole mounted on the rear wall of Kingsbridge Fire Station.  A mains power supply would also be required from within the building.  A reply was awaited.
· Preliminary discussions had been held between Cllr Gilbert and the Clerk with members of Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club for monitoring of the cameras at key times.

· Preliminary enquires had been made with SHDC regarding support for surveillance/development over/on district property.  Moreover, one parking space in Quay Car Park would be required and planning permissions needed to be identified.  A formal request was required to be directed to SHDC’s Head of Property Services to be subsequently considered by the Asset Management Group.
· Quotations for ancillary electrical works in the Recreation Ground, Duncombe Park and at St Edmunds Church were required.
09/28
QUAY HOUSE
28.1
Re-decoration of Rooms 3, 4 and 7 had been completed to a good standard; alongside painting of the refurbished Rear Hall doors and Reception side window.
28.2
Members received a situation report on room occupation:

· SHDC Car Parks team had transferred from Room 3 (Ground Floor) to Room 4 (First Floor); electrical sockets had been provided to the latter.
· Outreach services e.g. Citizens Advice Bureau and Relate now operated from Room 3 (Ground Floor).

· Job Centre Plus were anticipated to commence operations for 4 forenoons and one afternoon per week from Room 7 in late October 2009.  The delay had been caused by their own IT and database problems and the necessity to set-up a new appointments system.

· Members sighted a full listing of users of Quay House which detailed full occupation however, it was likely that Devon Lane Credit Union would vacate Room 10 (Second Floor) by the end of the year following the introduction of a centralised service from Launceston.

· Ajanta Interiors (Rear Hall) had agreed to a rental increase at 9.3% with effect from 1 August 2009 in accordance with the terms of their lease. 
28.3
It was proposed that conversion of the Ground Floor male toilets to a combined male and unisex wheelchair accessible toilet be costed in order to consider such works in due course.      
09/29
FIRE SAFETY WORKS
Members received a situation report on the proposed Fire Safety works to the First and Second Floors and received 3 quotations from local builders.  The works were deemed to be a mandatory requirement in accordance with the 

Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 which came into effect in October 2006 and consolidated all fire safety legislation for non-domestic premises.  It was noted that a report had to be submitted to SHDC’s Conservation Officer before commencement of the works.  It was RECOMMENDED to disregard one of the quotations and to request further information from one of the remaining 2 companies.  On completion, for the Clerk to award the contract for the works dependant on best value and availability.     
09/30
QUAY HOUSE GROUNDS
30.1
It was anticipated that the new pole and sign for the car park would be fitted shortly by South West Highways Ltd.  The signage would highlight the car park was for permit holders only with visitors directed to the Reception office.
30.2
Two trees had been felled, a Robinia and Lawson’s Cypress, to the rear of the Bandstand and lower branches of the Monterey Pine next to the Garage had been removed i.e. crown lifted.  SHDC’s grant of consent was conditional on re-planting of 2 trees.  Liquid Ambers had been proposed and SHDC Tree Officer had advised Select Standard specimens i.e. 3m to 3.5m in height in order to have an immediate impact.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to source 2 Liquid Ambers and arrange for planting in the autumn.  
30.3
The Bandstand required an annual electrical safety inspection shortly.  
30.4
The security light outside the Garage required attention alongside checks of the internal electrics.    
War Memorial

09/31   WAR MEMORIAL 
The lead lettering on the War Memorial had been spot repaired and re-painted in its entirety by Adrian Mundy, Monumental Mason, to a good standard.  The base of the flag pole had also been re-painted.  
Embankment Road Cemetery

09/32
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY
32.1
Following the situation report at the last meeting, 3 quotations had been gained for tree surgery to 3 Holm Oaks fronting the Embankment Road.  Subsequently, residents at 61, 63 and 65 Embankment Road had been invited to make a contribution to the overall costs at a 25% split between all parties.  Mr R Gates, 63 Embankment Road, had replied on behalf of all residents thanking KTC for reviewing the matter in such a considerate manner.  The residents had decided that they were content with the information received and did not wish to pursue any further.  It was RECOMMENDED to take no further action. 
32.2
Grounds maintenance was being conducted to a good standard.  
St Edmunds Churchyard

09/33
ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD
Grounds maintenance was being conducted to a good standard.
Allotments

09/34
TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS
34.1
The allotments were being maintained to a good standard by plot holders and were at full tenancy.  Some emergency tree surgery had been commissioned recently due to a dead branch falling on top of an allotment shed. 
34.2
Some plot holders bordering the Manisty estate had requested for overhanging tree branches to be lopped as some shade was cast on their allotments.  The Clerk had suggested that allotments were leased at a peppercorn rent, the allotments had been much enhanced at public expense over the course of the last few years and further expenditure could not be incurred.  However, he had further suggested that plot holders may wish to finance such surgery at their own expense.  It was RECOMMENDED that the Finance Committee should not be requested to commit further monies to the allotments budget.     
 
    

Derby Road Land

09/35
DERBY ROAD
Land clearance on the former KTC owned land at Derby Road was progressing well for Kingsbridge Feoffees to develop affordable housing.  Members were content for the land at the rear of the plot, remaining in KTC ownership, to stockpile topsoil from the excavations.  Annual grounds clearance would be considered on completion of the development works. 
Others

09/36
CYCLE RACKS
Cllr Griffin and the Clerk had earmarked a robust, 5 berth cycle rack, at circa £200, to be positioned in the town square between the Bandstand and entrance to Quay House grounds.  This would have the additional benefit of being under CCTV surveillance.  The Clerk had met on site with SHDC’s Property Services team on 14 July 2009 and awaited feedback.
09/37
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS
37.1
Members received a briefing on property related budget items for financial year 2009-10 which highlighted a current end of year under spend.

37.2
A number of bulbs required replacement along the Embankment Road decorative lighting.
37.2
Cllr Washington and the Clerk would discuss rights of way matters adjacent to the Rear Hall.
09/38
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 15 December 2009 at 1745.

The meeting closed at 1845.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
