Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE HELD AT

5.45 P.M. ON TUESDAY 15 JUNE 2010 AT IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert (Chairman)


Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Robin Griffin


Cllr Irene Jeeninga


Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Cllr Beryl Washington


Mrs Julie Barnett


Martin Johnson (Secretary)

10/01   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Gilbert was elected as Chairman of the Property Committee for mayoral year 2010-2011.
10/02   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr John Binns 
10/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

10/04
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Members received the minutes of the meeting of 16 March 2010 which were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

The remainder of the meeting was held on site at the various property locations.
10/05
QUAY HOUSE
05.1
Fire Safety Works
It was reported that Simon Proctor had to complete some minor works i.e. 1st floor corridor door closer and 2nd floor Rooms 10 and 12 connecting door security lock.
05.2
Repairs & Redecoration of Sash Windows

No further research had been completed to date to repair and redecorate the sash windows at the front of Quay House.  It was recognised that the proposal was not a priority.

05.3
Table & Chairs for Room 2

No further research had been completed to date to supply a table and chairs for Room 2.  It was recognised that the proposal was not a priority.
05.4
Occupation of Room 10

South Devon Coastal Local Action Group would take over the tenancy of Room 10, on the 2nd floor, with effect from 21 June 2010.
05.5
External Security Lights

A local electrical company had investigated the failure of the security lights which could not be repaired.  It was RECOMMENDED for 2 new security lights to be provided and fixed on the exterior walls of Quay House at a cost of £258.00.
05.6
Quay House – Boundary & Third Party Rights

Members were in receipt of Bartons Solicitors report on Quay House.  There were 2 key elements, firstly the extent of the property which was within KTC’s ownership and secondly the rights which third parties enjoyed over KTC’s land. 
It was noted that a section of the Bandstand in the south western corner was excluded from KTC’s title deeds and had never been included in council’s ownership or its predecessors.  A Land Registry search had revealed that the land was not registered within anybody else’s ownership.   An application for possessory title could be made by KTC but there was no assurance of success; the Land Registry placed much emphasis on the importance of land being enclosed by fences or hedges in support of the concept of occupation to the exclusion of all others.  Members considered that the matter did not present itself as a significant issue.

Members considered the Land Registry’s Property and Charges Register for Quay House (title number DN146933) dated 22 December 2008, alongside a Land Registry plan, and a plan of the conveyance dated 27 February 1962.  All third party rights of access were examined.  Members considered that there were no matters arising which required investigation.
It was considered that it had been a very useful exercise to review council’s title deeds, and it was then RECOMMENDED to take no further action on Bartons’ Solicitors report detailing KTC’s land ownership and third party rights at Quay House.   
10/06
QUAY HOUSE GROUNDS

06.1
Garage – Racking

The Clerk was awaiting Simon Proctor to construct a simple partitioning of the Garage to provide space and security for storage of Christmas illuminations to be delivered late summer 2010.
06.2
Grounds Maintenance
Peter Hollett had been contracted to prune the row of 3 trees adjacent to Library Court.
10/07
BANDSTAND
Members inspected the Bandstand and noted that the stanchions’ paint had lifted in places and was rusting and the inner roof was covered in mould.  It was considered that a thorough repair and redecoration would be required which was deemed expensive.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to gain estimates for the work to spot repair and fully redecorate the Bandstand and to provide to the Finance Committee for the next budget round.  
10/08
EMBANKMENT ROAD CEMETERY
08.1   Diversion of Pedestrians of Embankment Road

Members inspected the Cemetery and in particular the 2 pedestrian gateways which had been cleared to encourage pedestrians to walk along the top cemetery footpath rather than the Embankment Road.  It was RECOMMENDED to gain estimates for a new interim step at the Kingsbridge Cemetery side gate entrance (Bowcombe Bridge side).  

08.2
Grounds Maintenance

Grounds maintenance was deemed to be in a most satisfactory condition.
10/09
ST EDMUNDS CHURCHYARD
Members inspected the Churchyard and in particular sighted the perimeter railings which were rusting in places.  It was RECOMMENDED to carry out spot repairs of the railings and repaint as required at St Edmunds Churchyard.  
10/10
TREBBLEPARK ALLOTMENTS
Members inspected the Allotments and spoke with plot holders.  The allotments were assessed as being in a most satisfactory condition.   

10/11
LAND OFF DERBY ROAD
Members inspected that land to the rear of the Kingsbridge Feoffees affordable housing development at Derby Road; which was nearing completion.  A gate now allowed vehicular access into the remaining land in KTC’s ownership.  It was RECOMMENDED to conduct a grounds clearance of the land off Derby Road.  
10/12
CCTV

The expansion of the CCTV system to 6 cameras had been completed with new cameras carrying out surveillance of Duncombe Park, Recreation Ground and the Quay Car Park area.  
10/13
DECORATIVE LIGHTING IN EMBANKMENT ROAD

Members received a quotation with 4 options to refit the traditional style decorative lighting along the waterfront in Embankment Road.  Members further received a proposal from Cllr Romanos to supply and install 3 span lengths of LED rope lights to be positioned and trialled in the current vacant span.  If the LED lights were preferred then all the old lights could be replaced in each span with alternating red, white, blue; if the trial determined that LED lights were not deemed suitable then they could be redeployed as Christmas illuminations.  

It was RECOMMENDED to gain quotations to trial 3 lengths of LED lights as decorative lighting in Embankment Road. 
10/14
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PROPERTY MATTERS

There were no further current property matters to be considered.
10/15
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 21st September 2010 at 5.45 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 7.45 p.m.

…………………………………..Presiding Chairman   ………………………..Date
