Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD AT 9.30 a.m. ON FRIDAY 4th MARCH 2011 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr John Binns (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin

Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Philip Yates
In attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)

10/65

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.

10/66

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Griffin declared a personal interest in agenda item 10/77.
10/67

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 15 February 2011 were approved as a correct record.  The Clerk advised on the routines for approval of minutes from committee meetings.  Recommendations from committee meetings, i.e. decisions which should be clearly identified, were received by the next full council meeting for consideration.  However, the minutes themselves still required formal approval in their entirety and it was only the relevant committee itself which could determine this action at a subsequent meeting.  The last set of minutes also served as an aide mémoire for forthcoming business.

Agenda items 10/68 and 10/69 were taken at the same time:   

10/68

A COMMUNITY RIGHT TO CHALLENGE
Two consultations had been received regarding central government’s proposals in the Localism Bill; deadline for replies was 3 May 2011.  Both were large volumes and therefore the process of how to deal with them, and similar consultations, also needed to be addressed.  A Working Party could be tasked with reviewing the documentation and a report made to full council, or merely the principles of the proposals could be reviewed, or all members could be requested to read, or the Clerk could be tasked with a review.  It was noted that an ‘executive summary’ was not available.  Discussion revealed:

· the right to challenge (and buy) appeared a ‘threat’ tactic while the best way to get business conducted was via negotiation,
· however, some communities had been successful in, for example, taking over and running shops threatened with closure,

· principal authorities could disregard a right to challenge and there were no inherent rights in the concept, 

· community groups may not be sustainable or best equipped for such business and it may be unrealistic to rely on the goodwill of volunteers over a long period of time, 

· the principles in the consultations were agreed.

It was RECOMMENDED for the Town Clerk to draft a reply, that KTC agreed with the principles of “A Community Right To Challenge (and Buy), and to identify the points raised in discussion by members (as above). 
10/69
A COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BUY – ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE

Recommendation similar to agenda item 10/68.
10/70
LOCAL ELECTIONS

The Town Clerk reported that all information regarding Local Council Elections 2011 had been received including a timetable of key dates and nomination papers.  KTC’s article, that day, in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette’s new “Business Matters” had identified the subject and encouraged members of public to consider standing as a town councillor.  A draft newsletter detailing the election process was distributed to members and the Town Clerk invited comments by close of play 9th March.  Members discussed the election process and its wider promotion.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· produce a newsletter entitled “Election Special” to be placed on notice boards in the Library, Information Centre, Leisure Centre etc,
· hold a Drop-In session at Quay House with members and the Town Clerk in attendance at a date to be confirmed.
Members also discussed attendance at meetings and it was further RECOMMENDED to record town councillors’ attendance at full council and committee meetings during mayoral year 2010/11 in KTC’s Annual Report in a similar manner to the method SHDC adopted. 
10/71

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Members discussed the format of the Annual Town Meeting to take place at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 5 April 2011 in Quay House.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· brief members of public on the current council’s 4 year term of office and invite speakers to present whole community initiatives,
· produce an agenda to include:

1. Overview by Cllr Yates 

2. Playspaces by Wendy Bolt (Secretary, Kingsbridge Playspaces Group)

3. Partnerships (tba)

4. Destination Kingsbridge by Amanda Bloomer (Kingsbridge Information Centre)

5. Experiences as Town Clerk/Town Councillor by Cllr Mike Howarth

6. Question and Answer session,
· invite County Cllrs Julian Brazil and Sir Simon Day (but not to request presentations) and Richard Sheard (SHDC Chief Executive),
· promote the event via website, posters, and press release.
10/72
CONCERTS ON THE QUAY

Cllr Binns reported on the 2 events scheduled for summer 2011:  “Music Through the Ages” on Sunday 19 June 2011 (to dovetail with the Medieval Fayre weekend) and “Jazz” on Sunday 3 July 2011.  Both events were progressing well with morris and square dancing arranged for the former and a selection of jazz bands to include the Community College and Gazunder for the latter.  Both events would be well publicised.

10/73

CARBON REDUCTION WORKING GROUP

Cllr Binns reported on recent CRWG business.  A workshop event had been held in Quay House on 1st March and a presentation would be made to town councillors by group members Bob Willars and Peter Sandover at the full council meeting to be held on 8th March.  
10/74

HIGHWAYS MATTERS

The Town Clerk reviewed current highways matters:  

· DCC proposals for Pay and Display had been halted but it remained the authority’s policy to introduce to the county’s market and coastal towns,
· progress regarding the above and proposals for a highways management review in the town was awaited,
· the Town Bus and Hope-Kingsbridge-Loddiswell bus services were to be amalgamated from April 2011 which would dilute the number of journeys provided by the current independent services; it was considered that KTC had lobbied as best possible for the Town Bus service to be enhanced,
· KTC’s request for a Traffic Regulation Order to address several ancillary highways matters in the town, e.g. provision of new taxi bay in Fore Street, had been sent to DCC and a response was awaited,
· sporadic requests for Residents Parking Schemes were received by KTC and members noted that commuters continued to park in areas such as Highfield Road in order to avoid off-street car parks.
Cllr Gilbert would provide a report on SHDC’s proposal to re-align the spaces in Fore Street Car Park at the full council meeting on 8th March and Cllr Binns had received a copy of Totnes’ Green Travel Plan.
10/75

RECREATION GROUND

Cllr Howarth reported on the current situation regarding SHDC’s works/improvements in the Recreation Ground.  A planning application for conversion of the former toilet block to provide catering/disabled toilet would be submitted shortly.  Buttressing to the north wall adjacent to the Cottage would be clad in stone; it was unlikely that the ramp to the Cottage would be built.  The large Noticeboard at the front of the park had been updated.  The Policy Committee would review matters with SHDC officers on 30th March; it was proposed to discuss a maintenance schedule for the new flap valves, plans for the fountain, and removal of the water tap in the children’s play area.       
10/76

DUNCOMBE PARK

Cllr Balkwill reported on proposals for improvements to Duncombe Park.  KTC’s planning application for a Spacenet would be received by SHDC’s Development Control Committee on 9th March; Wendy Bolt (Secretary, Kingsbridge Playspaces) would speak in support of the proposal.  Sealed bids for tenders to provide play equipment would by opened by the Playspaces Group at 0915 on 7th March.  Confirmation of the date when UPM Tilhill would commence the new paths/infrastructure work was awaited.  
10/77

KINGSBRIDGE POLICE CADETS

Members noted that Charlotte O’Toole had won the award of High Sheriff’s Cadet and Jane Oram, another Kingsbridge Cadet, had come a close second.  Members discussed KTC recognition and it was RECOMMENDED to present a framed letter from the Town Mayor, to Police Cadets Charlotte O’Toole and Jane Oram, acknowledging their success.  The next Policy Committee to have an agenda item to discuss an annual Mayor’s Award to a young person.

Members also discussed the Police Station’s long-serving Front Office staff, noting its imminent closure, and it was further RECOMMENDED that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr John Loxton acknowledging his commitment to the town over many years.  
10/78

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 30th March 2011 at 9.30 a.m. (extraordinary Policy Committee to consider Recreation Ground matters only alongside SHDC and local community groups).

Friday 13th May 2011 at 9.30 a.m. (full agenda)
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