MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 6 JUNE 2006 AT 1830 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr John Cowling (Chairman)



Cllr Tony Child



Cllr Eric Heavisides



Cllr Derek Hill



Cllr Lesley Hurrell



Cllr David Thorning



Martin Johnson (Secretary)

06/01
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2006/07

Cllr Cowling was elected as the new Chairman for mayoral year 2006/07.  Cllr Hill thanked committee members for their support during his 2 years tenure as chairman and Cllr Cowling congratulated his predecessor for his efforts.
06/02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies.

06/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

06/04
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meeting held on 3 March 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
06/05
TOWN NOTICEBOARD
The Clerk had researched Cllr Hill’s suggestion for a notice board in the area of Fore Street; his findings were:

· A shared board with an organisation involved in cultural pursuits may prove attractive.

· The Reel Cinema was willing to share a board, already in their possession, with the council which would accommodate 4 sides of A3 paper.

· The board could advertise agendas & public notices et al alongside forthcoming events at the cinema thereby ensuring it would be regularly changed, contemporary and colourful.
· A plot had been earmarked in Fore Street car park on exit to Fore Street but nil enquiries had been made of SHDC to date.

Members commented that it was not uncommon for organisations to merely sponsor public authority schemes.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to continue dialogue with the Reel Cinema and contact SHDC with regard to positioning in Fore Street car park.
06/06
FEEDBACK FROM THE COUNCIL/POLICE CONSULTATION EVENT 
Members received a synopsis of feedback forms from the event held at the Bandstand on 6 May 2006 which detailed that parishioners were very satisfied.  A summary of ideas and concerns was reviewed and the Clerk reported that he had sent copies of all forms to Police Inspector Morgan.  It was RECOMMENDED that such an event be held on a quarterly basis and for the Clerk to research whether there was mileage in inviting other emergency services’ organisations. 
06/07
PUBLIC RELATIONS DISPLAY BOARDS
The Clerk detailed that there may be a requirement for the council to have better quality promotional material with graphics for open days and consultation events.  Preliminary research revealed that a portable banner stand and folding display board could be purchased for circa £1K and distributed examples of products available.  Members agreed that the recent consultation event highlighted the need for a more professional display.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to investigate the purchase of portable display equipment to promote the council.  
06/08
‘GETTING TO GRIPS WITH THE CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS &

ENVIRONMENT ACT 2005’ – A PARISH GUIDE TO

 


ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT

The Clerk had obtained 4 copies of the Parish Guide for consideration and reported that the other South Hams’ town councils did not intend to introduce a fixed penalty notice (FPN) scheme.  Members were mindful that, at a recent Cluster Meeting, Chris Lucas (SHDC Business Development Manager) had detailed that the district car parking wardens would enforce locally.  Moreover, it was considered that it would be wise to receive the lessons learned from other parish/town councils which chose to administer the new scheme.  It was RECOMMENDED to take no further action regarding the new FPN regulations contained in the Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act 2005, and to write to the Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) querying how small parish councils were expected to put the Act into force locally given their limited resources.     
06/09
‘ALL OUR FUTURES’ THE CHALLENGES FOR LOCAL 




GOVERNANCE IN 2015
Members were in receipt of a summary of the paper which Cllr Heavisides had reported upon at a recent council meeting; within his report of attendance at a DAPC Larger Council Sub-Committee.  Members considered that this was a visionary document which, while detailing 4 scenarios for the future of local governance, concluded that no option offered the certainty of success.  It was RECOMMENDED to note the contents of the report.

06/10
AUDIT COMMISSION’S NEIGHBOURHOOD CRIME & ANTI-



SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR – MAKING PLACES SAFER THROUGH


IMPROVED LOCAL WORKING
Members were in receipt of a summary of the paper which Cllr Cowling reported gave good examples of joined-up working to combat the growth of anti-social behaviour throughout the country.  Members felt that this was very much a national agenda item which required a multi-agency approach to resolve.  It was RECOMMENDED to note the contents of the report.
06/11
PRACTICAL LESSONS FOR INVOLVING THE COMMUNITY IN 
CRIME & DISORDER PROBLEM-SOLVING
The Clerk had obtained a copy of an interesting Home Office Development & Practice Report which suggested practical solutions for involving the whole community in addressing anti-social behaviour et al.  It was RECOMMENDED to note the contents of the report and for the Clerk to obtain further copies for distribution to members. 
06/12
LOCAL AUTHORITY BYELAWS IN ENGLAND: A DISCUSSION 



PAPER
Members were in receipt of a summary of the paper which detailed that Byelaws were not working and not being enforced.  It highlighted that current anti-social behaviour and environmental initiatives were enforced via FPNs rather than attendance at Magistrates Courts which was cumbersome to administer.  An enclosed questionnaire contained 16 specific questions however, members believed that the consultation response should be succinct.  It was RECOMMENDED that the consultation response to ODPM detailed that the council welcomed any change which realised an improvement in the system but ultimately it was a matter of enforcement.
06/13
DEVON RURAL STRATEGY – CONSULTATION DRAFT

Members were in receipt of a summary of the report.  Members considered the draft to be a visionary document which aimed for ‘a prosperous and vibrant rural Devon in a sustainably managed environment securing a good quality of life for all, and fully valuing the diversity and distinctiveness of the county’.  It was RECOMMENDED that the consultation response detailed that the council agreed wholeheartedly with the tenet of the paper but it required an action plan for the aims to be completed.  


06/14
SHDC COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT POLICY

Members were in receipt of the paper which aimed to review how SHDC worked with its communities.  Members were surprised at the limited mention of working with parish & town councils and felt the paper did not detail the vital role of local councillors as the elected representatives of their communities.  It was RECOMMENDED that the consultation response details the essential role of town and parish councils within the district.   
06/15
SOUTH HAMS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP’S SUSTAINABLE
 


COMMUNITY STRATEGY 2006-2011
Members were in receipt of the consultation questionnaire on the Strategy which appeared to be aimed at individuals rather than parish & town councils and other community organisations.  It was RECOMMENDED that the consultation response detailed that this was not a good way to consult with a town council and that a suitable weighting be afforded to the council’s response over that of an individual.
06/16
ANY FURTHER CURRENT POLICY MATTERS

16.1
Cllr Cowling commented that the topics discussed at the meeting highlighted the difficultly that the town council had in ensuring its voice was heard.  He suggested that it may be wise to address certain issues with other parish and town councils in the district if there was a common problem which affected all.  The proposed meeting on anti-social behaviour with SHDC was a good example of this.
16.2
The Clerk distributed a letter just received from DCC’s Chief Executive detailing the issue of local government restructuring in the forthcoming White Paper.  It requested council’s suggestions on what could be done jointly to improve the operation of the current 3 tier structure in Devon and asked a range of questions.  It was RECOMMENDED that the council consultation response should not address specifics and be succinct; merely stating that it would welcome any attention given to the town council’s resolutions and that DCC should listen and act upon them.

16.3
The Clerk reported that a DCC questionnaire was available in the Library to glean opinions on the future of the county library service; it was designed for individuals to complete.  It was RECOMMENDED that rather than completing the questionnaire the consultation response should be by letter detailing how valuable the current library service was to the town.

16.4
The Clerk introduced a further 2 consultation documents received that day from SHDC and the South West Regional Assembly detailing the Gambling Act 2005 and the Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West 2006-2026, respectively.  Deadlines for both were late August 2006.  
06/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Date and time to be confirmed.
The meeting closed at 2008.
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
