MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY 1 DECEMBER 2006 AT 0930 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr John Cowling (Chairman)



Cllr Tony Child



Cllr Derek Hill



Cllr David Thorning



Martin Johnson (Secretary)
06/33
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Eric Heavisides & Beryl Washington.
06/34
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

06/35
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meeting held on 1 September 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  The Clerk gave a resume of actions taken to date.  In particular:

· SHDC had agreed to the positioning of a notice board in Fore Street car park.  

· Louise Taylor had researched a portable roller banner which would cost approximately £500; to feature the council name, crest, mission statement and an image of Fore Street full of people.  Rather than purchasing large promotional boards, with permanent statements which could not be altered, members felt the purchase of an A3 size colour printer would be best value in order to produce material in-house.
· A joint consultation day with the Emergency Services had been scheduled for Saturday 3 March 2007; Joan Pearce had written to the Police, Fire Service, Ambulance station, RNLI, 
Coastguard & Air Ambulance.

· Matters involving public realm issues, summer concerts, Local Democracy Campaign 2006, MCTi & several policy papers had been completed.

· The Clerk was to update several internal policy documents and was currently concentrating on Health & Safety Policy, in particular fire risk assessments.

It was RECOMMENDED to purchase a roller banner and A3 size colour printer.
06/36
LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER ‘STRONG & PROSPEROUS 


COMMUNITIES’

Members were in receipt of an analysis of the White Paper from the Local Government Association and the Clerk briefed members on the recent DAPC/DCC sponsored Workshop for Town & Parish Clerks.  Members believed that the White Paper signalled further partnership working between the 3 tiers of local government and acknowledged that parishioners merely wanted an efficient service and were probably not too concerned who provided it.  It was RECOMMENDED  to note the contents of the Local Government White Paper ‘Strong & Prosperous Communities’.
06/37
TOWN CONSULTATION PANEL’S FEEDBACK – TOWN PLANNING & 

QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUES

Sixty letters had been sent out and 10 replies received to date; to council’s letter of 2 October 2006 highlighting town planning and quality of life issues in anticipation of the forthcoming South Hams Local Development Framework (LDF).  Members received an analysis of the Town Consultation Panel’s (TCP) responses under the headings of affordable housing, employment, health & social issues, sport & recreation and any other matters.  The majority of replies were comprehensive and it was obvious that much time and effort had gone into them.  Members considered that a further letter be sent detailing gratitude and, due to the recent postponement of the LDF to at least March 2007, that time was now available for further responses.  All responses would be analysed on a white board for the council’s meeting with the TCP when the LDF arrived.  It was RECOMMENDED to write to the TCP thanking those who had responded, and requesting replies from others. 
06/38
SHDC’S PUBLIC SPACE STRATEGY ‘SPECIAL PLACES & ACTIVE 


SPACES’
Members were in receipt of SHDC’s summary of the Public Space Strategy and received a ‘working copy’ of the Consultation Response Form.  The Clerk had previously reviewed the South Hams Public Space Map, available on SHDC’s website, and had highlighted some minor amendments.  Members carefully considered the consultation, page-by-page, and a consolidated response was realised.  It was RECOMMENDED that the council respond to the Public Space Strategy.
06/39
ANY FURTHER CURRENT POLICY MATTERS

Members reviewed the December edition of Kingsbridge Matters.  Cllr Cowling felt that the background colour may be too dark for people with poor eyesight and the Clerk would contact the printers to check.
06/40
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 2 March 2007.
The meeting closed at 1112.
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
