MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2007 AT 0930 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr John Cowling (Chairman)



Cllr Tony Child



Cllr Bob Freeman



Cllr Eric Heavisides



Cllr Derek Hill



Cllr David Thorning



Martin Johnson (Secretary)
06/41
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Hurrell & Johnson.
06/42
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

06/43
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 1 December 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
06/44
REVISION OF STANDING ORDERS

Members were in receipt of a draft revision of council’s Standing Orders which included Annexes of Members’ Code of Conduct, Financial Regulations and Terms of Reference for Council Committees.  Members carefully considered the draft page-by-page and the Clerk noted any amendments moreover, a ‘glossary of terms’ would be produced to enable the orders to be easily understood by members of the public.  It was RECOMMENDED:

· To amend Standing Orders in accordance with the deliberations of committee members.

· To retain the current Code of Conduct until a revised national model is produced.

· For amended Financial Regulations to be considered by the Finance Committee.

· For amended Terms of Reference for Council Committees to be considered by respective committees.    
06/45
STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF RURAL COUNCILLORS

Members were in receipt of an inquiry paper from the Commission for Rural Communities (CRC) which proposed strengthening the role of locally elected councillors as democratic champions in their communities.  The paper was read with much interest.  It was RECOMMENDED that the CRC’s paper ‘Strengthening the Role of Local Councillors’ be noted.

06/46
AMENDMENTS TO THE MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LOCAL 


AUTHORITY MEMBERS

Members were in receipt of the consultation document from the Department for Communities and Local Government which proposed amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for local authority members.  A series of set questions were contained within the consultation and answers were made to:

· ‘Behaviour outside official duties’ - members considered that any behaviour which brought a council into disrepute should be reported to the Standards Board. 

· ‘Gifts and hospitality’ – only gifts or hospitality received whilst undergoing councillor duties should be notified and only those of a value over £50.
Moreover, members considered that changes to personal and prejudicial interests would enable greater participation at council meetings and a new category of ‘public service interest’ was noted.  It was RECOMMENDED to respond to the Code of Conduct consultation, to support the amendments overall, and to make comment where appropriate (as above).
06/47
ANY FURTHER CURRENT POLICY MATTERS

The Clerk mentioned that the Department for Communities and Local Government had announced a new Commission to look at how local democracy could be revitalised.  The inquiry was to look at ways to better support councillors, to encourage more people from a wider range of backgrounds to play a leading role in their communities, and to assess the barriers which prevented people from becoming councillors and what steps could be taken to get more people involved.
06/48
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Date to be confirmed June 2007.
The meeting closed at 1135.
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
