Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY 9 MAY 2008 AT 0915 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Mike Howarth (Chairman)



       
Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Philip Yates


In attendance:
Cllr Jim Romanos


Martin Johnson (Secretary)

At the outset Cllr Howarth reported his intention for the Committee to consider issues of future policy only rather than some of the more holistic matters which had, at times, been debated during the previous year. 
07/85

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Balkwill & Wendy Rees.
07/86

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/87

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 14 March 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
07/88

TOWN PLAN

Cllr Howarth reported that work on the Kingsbridge Development Plan Document (DPD), to be contained within the South Hams Local Development Framework, was due to commence in June 2008.  This would be site specific to address e.g. Lower Union Road, affordable housing, and out-of-town industrial site.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· review KTC’s recent work on the town plan

· for Cllr Yates to head a working party made up of Policy Committee members

· to invite Tom Jones; a local planning consultant to join the group

· to develop the DPD alongside SHDC  
07/89

REVIEW OF WORKING GROUPS

Cllr Howarth reviewed the progress of Working Groups formed in May 2007:

· Centre for Kingsbridge Community – progressing well

· Environment – Open Spaces project and Kingsbridge In Bloom progressing well

· Safety & Security – CCTV, in particular, proving to be a most effective tool

· Youth – Friday Coffee Shop in Rest Centre and mobile Skate Park events progressing well.

It was RECOMMENDED that the Working Groups be wound up and for any future business to be addressed by the Policy Committee or at council meetings.
07/90

QUALITY PARISH STATUS

Members were in receipt of a situation report from the National Association of Local Councils regarding the Quality Parish & Town Council Scheme.  While the re-launch of the scheme was due to be launched in April it had been delayed until July 2008.  Member felt it was very worthy of re-consideration.
07/91

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW

KTC had supported a South Devon & Dartmoor unitary authority which would bring together South Hams & Teignbridge District Councils and West Devon Borough Council areas.  Presentations were due shortly by SHDC at the Parish Cluster Meeting, Malborough, on 15 May and by DCC at Quay House on 19 May.  It was RECOMMENDED for Cllrs Howarth & Romanos to progress matters for KTC and to invite other South Hams’ town councils to a meeting at Quay House.    
07/92

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Members were in receipt of listings of future priorities for the town which had been realised by members of the public at the Annual Town Meeting on 1 April under subject headings e.g. Better Safety & Security.  Each item was reviewed in turn and it was felt that most projects were being addressed noting that some matters would take a considerable time to realise an outcome.  Additional items were listed:  virtual footpath on Embankment Road (from end of current footpath to Bowcombe Bridge), youth projects to connect with the community and innovative ideas for traffic calming. 
07/93

SPLITTING OF THE DUTIES OF THE MAYOR

Cllrs Gilbert & Howarth and the Clerk had held preliminary discussions regarding splitting the current duties of the town mayor between a Civic Mayor and Business Leader with effect from May 2009.  Advice had been received from Totnes Town Council and DAPC.  This would enable extra resources to be available to the very demanding role of leading the council; the executive role to remain with the Town Clerk.  Members noted that recent legislation forbids co-opted members from holding the position of town/deputy mayor and a formal amendment to Standing Orders would be required.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to draft a paper, to include job roles, for the next committee meeting.   
07/94

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Action Plan dated October 2004 had earmarked sites for housing.  It was RECOMMENDED to review the document at a forthcoming council meeting.
07/95

CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY (CKC)

Cllrs Romanos & Griffin gave a situation report on CKC and the current action plan is now reproduced at Annex A.  An advert would appear in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette shortly to consult with the wider community.
07/96

CLERK’S REPORT
· Christmas Lights.  The Clerk anticipated that he would shortly have 5 estimates for Christmas Lights 2008 and would call a meeting, time to be confirmed, a.m. 13 June.
· DCC Fore Street Enhancement Scheme.  There were some street scene conservation issues to be resolved between DCC & SHDC however, still programmed to commence in October 2008.
· Bus Routing.  Re-routing from Fore Street on hold until outcome of Tesco supermarket planning application known.
· CCTV Monitoring.  Ongoing with Torbay Council with visit to be arranged shortly to the monitoring centre.
· Newsletter.  June edition to be the Annual Report for mayoral year 2007/2008.
07/97

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 27 June 2008 – time to be confirmed. 
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…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date

Annex:

A.   Action for Centre for Kingsbridge Community (CKC).
