Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY

9 JANUARY 2009 AT 0930 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Mike Howarth (Chairman)



Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr  Robin Griffin




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Philip Yates
In attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)
08/40

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Mick McGing.
08/41

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
08/42

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 December 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

08/43

KINGSBRIDGE DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT

Further to the previous committee meeting the Town Plan Sub-Committee had met on 11 December 2008 in order to realise a Vision statement for the Kingsbridge DPD; the findings of the latter meeting had been incorporated into a draft paper which was received by members.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to circulate to members a draft letter to SHDC’s Forward Planning Manager to enclose proposed employment and housing locations, proposed location of playing fields, and the Vision statement, on completion of the committee meeting.  On agreement of committee members the final draft to be presented to full council on 13 January 2009.    
08/44

FOCAL POINTS

Further to the previous committee meeting members received a draft paper which proposed the allocation of councillors as Focal Points for specific items of council business e.g. Safety & Security.  Focal Point business had been correlated to the 8 inaugural aims of the council upon election in May 2007.  While it was acknowledged that there was some merit in the proposal, it was RECOMMENDED there was no current requirement to put into operation a formal Focal Points process.  Specific members were already associated with each of the inaugural aims with the exception of the Environment, on which it was RECOMMENDED that Cllr Binns be invited to lead. 
08/45

NEWSLETTER

Articles for the next newsletter were agreed as:  proposed skate park, plans for public open spaces, proposed expansion of CCTV, and impact of closure of Woolworths & Kings Arms aligned to “Shop Locally” campaign.  It was anticipated for the newsletter to be delivered by mid-February.  
08/46

REGULARITY OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

It was proposed that 2 meetings of council each month were unnecessary and that only one should take place.  It was noted that historically the rationale for 2 meetings was because all planning related matters were discussed at full council however, the Planning Committee now had delegated powers for decision-making and their decisions were merely endorsed at full council meetings.  If a situation arose where a planning application of magnitude was required to be debated by full council, which may incur a delay in feedback to SHDC, then an extension to the consultation could be applied for.  It was further noted that most local councils only met once per month.  Members considered that the current calendar of meetings for other committees (Finance, Policy & Property) may require adjustment to ensure that their minutes, and recommendations, could be received timely.  If an urgent matter required consideration then additional meetings of the full council could be summoned at any time as long as 3 clear days notice of the meeting was given (Standing Orders 1a and 45 refer).  It was RECOMMENDED to hold one full council meeting only per month; to be held on the second Tuesday of each month except during the month of August when no meetings would take place.           
08/47

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 27 February 2009 at 0930.  
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