Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY

AT 0930 ON FRIDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2009 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Mike Howarth (Chairman)



Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Philip Yates
In attendance:
Cllr John Binns

Cllr Bob Freeman

Martin Johnson (Secretary)
08/48

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Robin Griffin, Mick McGing and Jim Romanos.
08/49

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
08/50

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

08/51

POWER OF WELL-BEING
Members were in receipt of a NALC Legal Briefing dated 21 January 2009 on the Power of Well-Being to be delegated to parish councils.  Members further received information on research conducted into the levels of take up and implementation of the power by principal authorities dated March 2005 and November 2008.  Moreover, central government had just published statutory guidance and copies had been ordered.  The Clerk briefed on current powers afforded to parish councils, Section 137 grant giving and the conditions required to use the power; including a Certificate in Local Council Administration (CILCA) qualified Clerk, councillors trained in use of the power, and a published statement of community engagement.  Discussion revealed that to date principal authorities had used the power primarily to overcome complex legal situations.  The Chairman and Clerk had been invited to a training event in Ivybridge on 18 March 2009, but unfortunately Cllr Gilbert has a previous engagement and the Clerk had a training course elsewhere.  It was RECOMMENDED that no immediate action was required regarding the new Power of Well-Being.  However, the conditions for use were recognised as being worthwhile and it was further RECOMMENDED for:

· The Clerk to undertake the CILCA. 
· A statement of intent for KTC’s community engagement to be drafted. 
· Training to be undertaken as required.  
08/52

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT 2007
Cllr Binns reported on the South Hams Strategic Partnership meeting of 23 February 2009 which had considered how the new Sustainable Communities Act  could be used in the South Hams.  A brief explanation of the Act had been given and groups discussed how it could affect affordable housing, community vibrancy, economy and environment.  Proposals were suggested for its usage in and priorities placed against them by delegates; SHDC would collate the results and publish in due course.  SHDC had to report to the Local Government Association by July 2009 on its findings.  Members recognised that the Act was still in its infancy however, some good proposals had been made e.g. setting up a bank via the Post Office and concessionary bus fares for young people.  In summary, it was considered that good progress was being made and the Act was welcomed.
08/53

CCTV

Cllr Howarth reported that the forthcoming Property Committee meeting of 3 March 2009 was to receive a situation report on CCTV and therefore there was no further requirement for discussion by the Policy Committee at this stage.
08/54

LOCAL ECONOMY/SHOP LOCAL CAMPAIGN

Posters had been distributed around the town in order to encourage people to “Shop Locally”.  Members felt that 2009 may be difficult for local traders and considered ways to make Fore Street, and the environs, more vibrant.  Proposals included:

· Posters displayed on the town bus to promote local shopping.

· Hanging baskets; which was an ongoing Kingsbridge In Bloom project for summer 2009.

· Funding bid to South Devon Coastal Local Action Group (SDCLAG) for an innovative local project in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce.  It was noted that £300k was allocated for Kingsbridge, Dartmouth and Modbury.  Amanda Bloomer (Kingsbridge Information Centre) was a member of the SDCLAG committee. 

· Support to Entertainment Kingsbridge (affiliated to the Chamber of Commerce) which planned to hold an event on Saturday 4 April 2009 to ‘re-open’ Fore Street on completion of current enhancement works.

· Bunting in Fore Street over the summer months to jollify the shopping district.  Cllr Gilbert reported that this would feature as a formal agenda item at the next council meeting.

· Banners to be attached to lamp posts; which was customary in larger towns to promote local matters.

· Research into a time extension for free parking along Embankment Road.
· Good publicity in order to make people aware of Kingsbridge’s attractions.

It was RECOMMENDED to hold a joint meeting with representatives of the Chamber of Commerce to address the local economy, vibrancy of Fore Street area and a funding bid to the SDCLAG; to be convened on completion of the current road works.
08/55

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Members received the findings from the successful 2008 meeting which detailed a range of proposed enhancements to the town under a series of “A Better Kingsbridge For All” headings e.g. better community facilities.  Members reviewed the findings and considered that the majority of items had either been completed or were underway, and progressing, by KTC or other local groups.  Cllrs Gilbert and Yates reported on their own proposals for the next mayoral year recognising that the current council was almost half way through its 4 year term of office.  Taking stock of the above members discussed the format for the annual town meeting to take place at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 7 April 2009 in Quay House.  It was RECOMMENDED for:

· Cllrs Howarth and Yates to draft KTC’s priorities for 2009-2011; now produced at the Annex.
· Cllr Gilbert to introduce the evening, the Clerk to review the mayoral year 2008/09, and Cllr Yates to present an exercise with members of the public to consider the forthcoming year’s priorities as detailed.  Parishioners would be given the opportunity to prioritise the proposals.  

· A press release in the local newspaper to promote the event and personal invitations sent to members of public who had attended council meetings in the current year.
· No reports to be invited from the Police and County & District Councillors.
08/56

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 24 April 2009 at 0930.
The meeting closed at 1112.  
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
Annex:  KTC Priorities for 2009-2011.

Annex to Policy Committee

Minutes dated 27 February 2009
KTC PRIORITIES 2009 - 2011
Better Community Facilities

· Community Centre (on-going)

· Find new site for Quay Loos

Better Safety & Security

· CCTV (on-going) including monitoring
· Safe pedestrian route to New Bridge
Better Open Spaces

· Renew play areas

· MUGA

· Recreation Ground Wetland Project

· Improvements to the Head of the Estuary (both sides)

Better Transport

· Review double-decker and town bus routes

· Improvements to bus station/bus stops

· Town Centre Cycle racks

Better Youth Facilities & Involvement

· Skatepark (on-going)
· Projects identified by Agenda 21 Youth Event (e.g. BMX track)
· New Football pitches
More Vibrant Local Economy

· Promote local trade (jointly with Chamber of Commerce)
More Healthy Community

· Town Trim trail

· Cycle track to Salcombe via the old coach road round the estuary

· Promote Town/local walks and use of green lanes

Better Environment
· Promote cleaner Kingsbridge

Better Partnerships

· Chamber and TIC

· Consultation with the Community
