Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 24 JULY 2007 AT 0930 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
       Cllr Mike Howarth (Chairman)



       Cllr Anne Balkwill



       Cllr Rufus Gilbert 



       Cllr Wendy Rees



       Cllr Philip Yates

In attendance:    Martin Johnson (Secretary)
Cllr Howarth reported that there were 2 items of urgent business to be taken later in the meeting: ‘Kingsbridge Area Action Plan’ and ‘White Lighting’.

07/24

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Robin Griffin & Graham James.

07/25

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/26

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 19 June 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  It was noted that in future non-council members and officers would be detailed as ‘in attendance’. 

07/27

UPDATES

27.1
The Clerk reported that Kevin Williams (SHDC Monitoring Officer) was content to run a training session at Quay House on the new Members’ Code of Conduct.  All parishes within the Saltstone Group had been made informed and the deadline for responses was 27th July.  To date, the up take was good and it was likely that training would be conducted in early September.

27.2
The Clerk reported on the content of the next newsletter which was to contain, amongst others, articles on council’s ambitions (gleaned from the various working groups’ action plans) and an introduction to individual councillors.  It was agreed for the newsletter to be distributed in mid-September; subsequent newsletters to be produced in December 2007 & March 2008 utilising the traditional 4 page format.  The December edition would introduce the South Hams Public Space Strategy.   

07/28

WORKING GROUPS

Members received revised Action Plans for the Safety & Security and Youth Working Groups following their recent meetings; now reproduced at the Annexes.  It was noted that evaluation of the mobile skatepark feasibility study would be undertaken on completion of the events to be held in September.  The Community Centre and Environment Working Groups’ business was progressing well.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Safety & Security and Youth Action Plans to be adopted.

07/29

LOWER UNION ROAD FEASIBILITY STUDY

Council had agreed to accept an invitation to manage the Lower Union Road Feasibility Study at its last meeting.  It was underlined that there would be no financial liability placed on council.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· Appoint the following personnel to the Steering Group:

Mike Howarth (KTC/Project Leader)
Peter Sandover (Project Manager)
Derek Barton (South Devon Land)
Raymond Hayes or David Hassall (Bartons Solicitors)
Rob Holmes (Fusions Nightclub)
Steve Mammatt (Actionwest/Chamber of Commerce)
Su Beswick (Chamber of Commerce)
Philip Yates (KTC) (substitute: Rufus Gilbert)
Jax Williams (KTC) (substitute: Anne Balkwill)
Mike Cozens or Debbie Holloway (SHDC)
Simon Mallett (Devon Renaissance)
Andrew Laurie (Signpost Housing)
Martin Johnson (KTC/Secretary)

· Hold an inaugural meeting on Tuesday 31 July 2007 at 1930 in Quay House.  The agenda to include the following topics:  appointment of consultants; consultants’ briefing; confirmation of grant from Signpost Housing; and integration of the final report into the South Hams Local Development Framework & Public Space Strategy.
07/30

SUNDAY CONCERTS

It was RECOMMENDED for Rod Birtles, who had experience of managing orchestras and marketing campaigns, to undertake a review of the Sunday Bandstand Concerts to include the programme; costs; and marketing.  
07/31

SALE OF RECYCLABLE CADDY LINERS

It was RECOMMENDED to purchase a supply of recyclable caddy liners from SHDC for onward sale from the Reception office.

07/32.1
CHRISTMAS TREE

It was noted that the positioning of a Christmas tree in the town square had ceased some years ago due to vandalism however, council had now been offered a large Christmas tree.  It was RECOMMENDED to erect a Christmas tree in the town square during the festive season.
07/32.2
KINGSBRIDGE AREA ACTION PLAN

Cllr Rees mentioned that whilst at a SHDC presentation of their LDF Rural Areas Development Plan document, she had learned that when SHDC officers come to consider the Kingsbridge Area Action Plan, which is due to commence in approximately 3 months time, council could either wait until the end of the process and then comment or participate with the SHDC team all the way through.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· Link in with the Kingsbridge Area Action Plan as it progressed.

· Nominate Cllr Rees as co-ordinator.

· Feed any proposals into the Planning Committee for consideration.

· Confirm council’s request in writing to Rachel Bland at SHDC (copy to Lee Bray).  
07/32.3
WHITE LIGHTING

Cllrs Balkwill & Rees, alongside the Clerk, had met with Les Pym (DCC Lighting Officer) on 3 July 2007.  The introduction of white street-lighting to the town had been discussed in depth; it was more environmentally friendly than traditional street-lighting and was better for CCTV images.  It had already been trialled at locations in the town and could be progressed much further over the following 2 financial years commencing 1 April 2008.  Currently the town’s lighting produced a carbon footprint of 121 tonnes; introduction of white lighting would deliver a saving of 40 tonnes.  It was RECOMMENDED to request DCC to introduce white lighting to Kingsbridge.
07/33

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 21 September 2007 at 0930.
The meeting closed at 1115.
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
Annexes:

A.   Action Plan for Safety & Security Working Group.

B.   Action Plan for Youth Working Group.
