Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY

AT 0930 ON FRIDAY 24 APRIL 2009 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Mike Howarth (Chairman)



Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Philip Yates
In attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)
08/57

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Robin Griffin.
08/58

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
08/59

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 February 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

08/60

PRIORITIES FOR 2009-2011

Members sighted public feedback on KTC’s priorities for mayoral years 2009-2011 from the Annual Town Meeting on 7 April 2009 and Community Awareness Event on 22 April 2009.  Members considered the consultation responses and were pleased to see much support for KTC’s various initiatives and projects.  It was further noted that assessments/estimates for expansion of CCTV were due to be received shortly and the locations of a further 3 litter bins had been agreed with SHDC.  It was RESOLVED to approve the Priorities for 2009-2011, at Annex A, and to accord precedence to the Community Centre, CCTV, New Bridge pedestrian route, MUGA (Recreation Ground), head of estuary improvements, football pitches and youth café.
08/61

ANNUAL REPORT NEWSLETTER

It was RESOLVED that the next issue of KTC’s newsletter “Kingsbridge Matters” should be the Annual Report and produced as double-sided A3 i.e. 4 pages in colour.  The content to include summaries of:

· Town Clerk’s report at the Annual Town Meeting regarding successes and frustrations of 2008-09

· Cllr Yates’ report at the Annual Town Meeting regarding ambitions for 2009-11 (see agenda item 08/60)

· Income and expenditure for financial year 2008-09.
08/62

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW FOR DEVON

The Policy Committee had been delegated decision making powers from full council (at the council meeting of 14 April 2009) to respond to the Boundary Committee’s further proposals for unitary local government in Devon dated 19 March 2009.  The current consultation contained a similar set of proposals as the original proposal in July 2008; therefore it was agreed that KTC’s position had not changed.  It was RESOLVED to respond to the Boundary Committee that KTC:
· Does not support the status quo of 2-tier local government in Devon.

· Supports the principle of unitary local government in Devon.  In April 2008 we indicated our support in principle for a South Devon & Dartmoor Unitary Authority.  We do however, have a number of concerns which, if not addressed, would prevent broad support for the county-wide proposal.

· Strongly opposes an Exeter & Exmouth unitary authority.
A copy of KTC’s letter dated 24 September 2008 (response to the original consultation) to be enclosed.
08/63

CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY (CKC)

Members received a revenue forecast for the operation of the proposed community centre alongside the assumptions which had been built into the forecast.  This would form part of an application to SHDC’s Investment in the Community Initiative for capital funding.  Members also received a verbal report on the operation of the Watermark Centre.  It was RECOMMENDED that the forecast be approved, together with a funding plan, for inclusion in the CKC business plan.    

Subsequent to the Policy Committee meeting the revenue forecast and funding plan have been amended to reflect the recent decision of DCC’s Corporate Assets Group.  The documents are at the Annex B.    
08/64

DRINKING ALCOHOL IN PUBLIC SPACES

Consumption of alcohol in public spaces had been discussed by Cllrs Gilbert, Griffin & Yates with the local Police at their liaison meeting on 22 April 2009. In particular, it was noted that the no smoking ban had determined that customers were drinking outside pubs in the street.  It was RESOLVED to discuss matters with local landlords at a forthcoming Licensed Victuallers Association meeting.
08/65

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 19 June 2009 at 0930.

The meeting closed at 1130.  
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
Annexes:

A.   KTC Priorities for 2009-2011.

B.   CKC Revenue Forecast and Funding Plan.

Annex A to Policy Committee

Minutes dated 24 April 2009

Kingsbridge Town Council – Priorities for 2009 to 2011

Better Community Facilities:

· Build a Community Centre* 

· Re-locate head of estuary public toilets

Better Safety & Security:

· Expansion of CCTV including monitoring*
· Safe pedestrian route to New Bridge*
· Formal recognition of Footpath No.15
Better Open Spaces:

· Renew play areas

· Multi-use games area (Recreation Ground)*

· Recreation Ground Wetland Project

· Improvements to Head of the Estuary (both sides)*

Better Transport:

· Review double-decker and town-bus routes

· Improvements to bus station/bus stops

· Town centre cycle racks

Better Youth Facilities & Involvement:

· Projects identified by Agenda 21 Youth Event e.g. BMX track
· New football pitches*

· New skate park

· Youth café*

More Vibrant Local Economy:

· Promote local trade (jointly with Chamber of Commerce)
More Healthy Community:
· Town Trim Trail

· Cycle track to Salcombe via the old coach road round the estuary

· Promote town/local walks and use of green lanes

Better Environment:

· Promote cleaner Kingsbridge

· Kingsbridge In Bloom support

Better Partnerships:

· Chamber of Commerce & Kingsbridge Information Centre

· Consultation with the community
· Restoration of public assets

*denotes precedence
