Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 19 JUNE 2007 AT 1600 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Mike Howarth (Chairman)



Cllr Anne Balkwill



Cllr Rufus Gilbert 



Cllr Robin Griffin



Cllr Wendy Rees



Cllr Philip Yates 



Jim Romanos



Brian Lowe (Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Partnership) 



Martin Johnson (Secretary)
At the outset Cllr Howarth reported that Brian Lowe of KSAP had been invited to the meeting for agenda item 07/16 only.
07/11

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Graham James.   

07/12

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Gilbert declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 07/17.
Cllr Howarth declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 07/16.
07/13

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 15 May 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

07/14

WORKING GROUPS

Members were in receipt of notes from the inaugural meetings of council’s 4 Working Groups.  Cllr Howarth had distributed working group Action Plans prior to the meeting, gleaned from the recommendations of those meetings, now reproduced at Annex A.  Situation reports were received which included:

Centre for Kingsbridge Community 

· Roger Grainger (DCC Community Officer) & County Cllr Sir Simon Day to be invited to a future meeting.

· Expressions of interest to be gleaned from architects with track records of eco-design.

· Date of next group meeting was 29 June 2007 at 0930.

Environment 
· Quay House grounds to be included within open spaces’ improvement.

· Garden centre identified for adoption of Stentiford Hill gateway and project progressing.

· Feedback received from Ian Blackwell of Friends of the Earth following his climate change bill presentation on 22nd May.
· Date of next group meeting 28 June 2007 at 1600.

Youth

· CCTV & Skatepark actions acknowledged as real progress.
· Young people to be invited to a forthcoming meeting.  

· Date of next group meeting 28 June 2007 at 1900.

Safety & Security

· Meeting arranged with DCC Highways team on 5th July to consider Fore Street issues.

· Chamber of Commerce due to commence a Fore Street car parking study.

· Date of next group meeting 23 July 2007 at 0930.
It was RECOMMENDED for the Action Plans to be adopted.
07/15

TOWN PLAN
Members were in receipt of the Community Action Plan ‘Action 2020’ and the Kingsbridge Feasibility Study.  It was considered that the current ambitions of council’s Working Groups, and their identified projects, fitted well with the themes of ‘Action 2020’ and the ancillary Feasibility Study.  However, both latter papers required revision and re-packaging to become a town council document.  Moreover, SHDC had recently requested an update on the town plan.  It was RECOMMENDED to review the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Community Action Plan and the Kingsbridge Feasibility Study; to dovetail their projects with council’s projects in the Working Group Action Plans; and to produce an overarching town council document.  It was agreed to review the documentation on completion of the next Policy Committee. 
Brian Lowe entered the Chamber
Cllr Howarth & Brian Lowe gave evidence and answered questions, but left the Chamber immediately afterwards, during the following agenda item:
07/16

KINGSBRIDGE & SALCOMBE AREA PARTNERSHIP (KSAP)

Members were in receipt of a letter from KSAP which detailed that the organisation was to remove its ‘limited’ status and become more of an ad hoc body however, this required a public body to act as ‘banker’ for any funding afforded.  Brian Lowe gave a detailed history of the market and coastal town’s initiative (MCTi) and reported on the current condition of KSAP.  He requested council to become the group’s ‘responsible body’ and for a meeting room once per month.  It was RECOMMENDED to provide a meeting room for KSAP in accordance with council’s fees and charges; and for the Clerk to research the possibility of council acting as KSAP’s responsible body.
Jim Romanos & Brian Lowe left the Chamber
Cllr Gilbert left the Chamber for the entirety of the following agenda item:
07/17

KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE – TRUST STATUS

Members were in receipt of an initial consultation which explored the college becoming a Charitable Trust.  It was RECOMMENDED to support Kingsbridge Community College’s proposal to adopt trust status.   
07/18

PROPOSAL FOR A UNITARY AUTHORITY FOR EXETER

Members were in receipt of DCC’s comments (PN/RP/CR dated 3 May 2007) on the proposal for Exeter to become a unitary authority which proposed the retention of the current structure of local government; and the polar view of Exeter City Council which advocated unitary status.  It was RECOMMENDED to reply to DCC stating that it would not be appropriate for council to comment.
07/19

COUNCILLOR TRAINING

Three new members had received/booked training at SHDC & DAPC sponsored training days to date.  It was RECOMMENDED that Kevin Williams (SHDC Legal Dept) be requested to provide training on the new Members’ Code of Conduct, which could be opened out to hinterland parishes.
07/20

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

It was RECOMMENDED that in future the Citizen of the Year Award be presented on an ad hoc basis rather than the current practice of presentation by an agreed deadline. 
07/21

CIVIC DINNER

It was RECOMMENDED to write to the 4 other South Hams’ town councils stating council’s preference for one holistic annual civic dinner rather than the current practice of 5 individual events; the rationale being a saving of taxpayers’ monies; and to request their comments.  
07/22

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
It was agreed for the committee to meet on a regular basis, on completion of input from meetings of the 4 Working Groups.
07/23
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 24 July 2007 at 0930 (to be followed immediately by Town Plan meeting).
The meeting closed at 1750.
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
Annex:

A.   Action Plans for Centre for Kingsbridge Community, Environment and Youth Working Groups.
