Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON 16 NOVEMBER 2007 AT 0900 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
       Cllr Mike Howarth (Chairman)



       Cllr Anne Balkwill



       Cllr Rufus Gilbert



       Cllr Wendy Rees

In attendance:    Martin Johnson (Secretary)



       Jim Romanos
07/52

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Robin Griffin & Philip Yates.
07/53

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/54

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 19 October 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

07/55

UPDATES

55.1
Newsletter.  The Clerk reported that the December 2007 edition was in the process of being delivered throughout the town.  The Clerk would review the style of the front page for example, making the crest and council name more prominent.  Councillors should inform the Clerk if they wished their personal contact details to be omitted.  The next edition would be produced for February 2008 to include, amongst others, a lead article on the public space strategy.

55.2
Sunday Concerts.  Cllr Howarth reported that Rod Birtles hoped to set up a committee to manage the events shortly.  Management was to include:

· Expenditure at £2,500 per annum

· Programme to feature a mix of bands

· Nil clashes with the Music Festival and Fair Week

· Rigging of awnings and placement of chairs

· Marketing

07/56

WORKING PARTY ACTION PLANS

Members received revised Action Plans from the Centre for Kingsbridge Community and Safety & Security Working Groups.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Working Groups’ Action Plans to be adopted which are now re-produced at the Annexes.

It was further RECOMMENDED for closure of the exit from Fore Street Car Park to Fore Street and that it should be included as an agenda item at the next council meeting.
07/57

PARKING AT QUAY HOUSE
Cllr Rees queried illegal car parking at Quay House.  The Clerk reported that parking at Quay House was authorised for permit holders only.  Permanent permits were issued to members and staff.  Temporary permits were issued to persons with legitimate business in Quay House, for example staff and clients of community outreach services provided from the building.  In addition, 2 temporary passes had been issued to Age Concern and one to the Rest Centre to use as they saw fit.  Finally, a yellow hatched section ‘Drop Off Zone’ was provided, for example to allow short stay alighting from taxis.  Members recognised that the only sure fire method to halt illegal parking was via fixed penalty fines but council had always been reluctant to bring in enforcement which may be perceived as heavy handed.  It was RECOMMENDED that council staff monitor the car park as diligently as possible and the chain be regularly placed across the entrance.  

07/58

CHRISTMAS TREE
The Clerk was to investigate the offer of a large Christmas tree from a local resident which could be positioned in the town square.  He was due to visit shortly with a local tree surgeon to ascertain the logistics involved.  Cllr Balkwill reported that she may be able to procure a tree in any event.  
07/59

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 14 December 2007 also at 0900.

The meeting closed at 1020.

…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date

Annexes:

A.   Action Plan – Centre for Kingsbridge Community.

B.   Action Plan – Safety & Security.
