Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY 14 MARCH 2008 AT 0915 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Mike Howarth (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill



       
Cllr Rufus Gilbert



       
Cllr Wendy Rees




Cllr Philip Yates


In attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)

07/73

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Robin Griffin.

07/74

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

07/75

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 25 January 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman; subject to one minor amendment. 

07/76

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

The Annual Town Meeting would be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 1 April 2008 at the 6th Form Lounge, Kingsbridge Community College.  The following format was agreed:

· Introduction by Cllr Gilbert

· Group work on Review of Achievements and Identification of Needs & Aspirations under the following headings:  safety & security, partnerships, youth contact, environment, housing & jobs, community facilities, town council and better fun.    
· Group feedback & discussion

· Prioritisation of Needs and Aspirations

· Conclusion by Cllr Howarth

The event had already been publicised in the March edition of Kingsbridge Matters and would be further promoted via posters/flyers, Gazette advert and invitations to local groups e.g. Chamber of Commerce and Information Centre.  Refreshments would be available.

07/77

SUNDAY CONCERTS

Members received a draft programme from Rod Birtles, Sunday events organiser, which was in the throes of being finalised.  The event scheduled for early evening Sunday 22nd June to be cancelled as the Music Festival was to be held the same weekend.  It was agreed that council should part-sponsor a band during the Festival.  
07/78

KINGSBRIDGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE – PROPOSAL TO



BECOME A TRUST SCHOOL

Members were in receipt of Kingsbridge Community College’s proposal to become a trust school (letter dated 1 February 2008).  KTC had given its support to the proposal for trust status at the initial consultation stage.  It was RECOMMENDED for the documentation to be noted.  
07/79

TOWN SQUARE MARKET

Members were concerned with aspects of the weekday town square market.  In particular, the quality and presentation varied from stall to stall, some shabby and some good however, the overall impression was unsatisfactory and it lacked coordination.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to list the concerns, forward to SHDC, and invite Ian Hosking (Street Scene Officer) and Carol Trant (Farmers’ Market Officer) to discuss the situation with committee members.  
07/80

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW IN DEVON 2008

Members were in receipt of a draft KTC policy on the Local Government Review in Devon to be undertaken by the Boundary Commission by 31 December 2008.  The draft was carefully considered and amended as appropriate.  It was RECOMMENDED that the policy statement at Annex A be adopted by KTC; as a working document subject to change as matters progressed.  It was further RECOMMENDED to:
· Hold an exploratory meeting with other South Hams’ town councils to ascertain their own thoughts

· Contact Cornish town councils in order to research models of good practice

· Involve hinterland parish councils via the Saltstone Group

· Conduct an audit of current services provided in Kingsbridge by all authorities under the current system i.e. to ascertain whether the work is carried out by contractors or direct staff (to include costs)

· Identify which services could be actioned locally under a unitary structure,  the implications on service delivery and what could be done direct or out-sourced

· Nominate a KTC champion (to be confirmed)  
07/81

REPORT OF THE COUNCILLORS COMMISSION
The Clerk reported that central government’s 2006 White Paper “Strong and Prosperous Communities” highlighted the requirement to strengthen the role of locally elected councillors as democratic champions.  The White Paper had led to Communities & Local Government’s “Representing the Future: The Report of the Councillors Commission” published in December 2007.  In particular, the report had considered the incentives and barriers to serving on local councils; the report could be viewed via links on the department’s website.     
07/82

REACCREDITATION FOR QUALITY PARISH STATUS

Members discussed the merits of re-application for Quality Parish status.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to review the matter and report back to the Committee.
07/83

ANY FURTHER CURRENT POLICY MATTERS

83.1
The next meeting would review KTC’s working parties:  Centre for Kingsbridge Community, Environment, Safety & Security, Youth and Town Plan.  Status of the Town Plan would be discussed on completion of the next committee meeting.
83.2
John Halliday had recently visited the council offices and spoken to Cllr Gilbert and the Clerk.  It was anticipated that DCC’s Fore Street Enhancement Scheme would commence in October 2008.
83.3
The Lower Union Road Feasibility Study had led to the formation of a Landowners’ Forum which was headed by Alan Welch.

83.4
Cllr Howarth would give a briefing on affordable housing at the next council meeting.

83.5
The annual report was required to be published by 30 June 2008; it would form the next newsletter.

83.6
The Clerk would write to utilities companies e.g. SWEB, SWW & Environment Agency requesting early notice and good signage for any works in the town centre.

83.7
The Memorial Shelter was known to attract anti-social behaviour and would be placed as an agenda item at the next full council meeting with the Police in attendance.

83.8
Kingsbridge Open Spaces and SHDC’s budget to maintain the same would be placed as an agenda item at the next full council meeting. 

07/84

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 9 May 2008 at 0930. 

The meeting closed at 1205                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date

Annex:

A.   KTC Policy Statement on Local Government Review in Devon 2008.
