Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD AT 9.30 a.m. ON FRIDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2010 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr John Binns (Chairman)




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin

Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Philip Yates

In attendance:
Martin Johnson, Secretary

10/15

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Anne Balkwill.

10/16

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
10/17

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 and 9 July 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

10/18

SHDC’S LANDSCAPE AND LEISURE REVIEW (L&LR)
It was reported that KTC members had met with District Cllr Brian Carson, Ken Carter (Head of Landscape & Leisure) and Robert Harkness (Green Space Manager) on 18 August 2010 to discuss future delivery of SHDC’s Landscape & Leisure services.  SHDC was due to visit all town councils and KTC had been their first visit.  However, at this stage, it was not clear what any partnership work with SHDC would involve and whether or not any financial support from KTC would be invited.  The L&LR may explore such matters.  Robert Harkness had produced work schedules which detailed how many hours and frequency etc. was spent on various SHDC business in the town.  KTC had been invited to review the schedules to determine if the council’s priorities accorded with those of SHDC.  It was RECOMMENDED for:

· KTC to carry out discussions with key groups e.g. Kingsbridge In Bloom and Recreation Ground Bowling Club in order to glean a better understanding of their requirements regarding maintenance of greenspace.

· KTC to be the interface with SHDC on the future management of greenspace. 
It was further reported that Cllr John Tucker (SHDC Leader) had requested local councils to nominate one member only to sit on the L&LR Working Group to represent all 5 towns.  Four proposals had been made, KTC had nominated Cllr Anne Balkwill, and a response was awaited from SHDC.
10/19

NO ALCOHOL DESIGNATION ORDER 

Graham Munson (SHDC Licensing Manager) had consulted on the current ‘No Alcohol Areas’ in the South Hams.  Members reviewed the current Order for Kingsbridge.  It was RECOMMENDED to propose the following areas be added to the South Hams Designation Order (No Drinking of Alcohol Areas):

· Quay Car Park area, to include the quayside footpath, pontoons and slipway.

· Footpath No. 1 leading from Quay Car Park to Tacketwood, and the  public highway leading through Tacketwood to the foreshore.  

· Light industrial area off Derby Road (Jades Components, Fairfords Electronics)
The proposal to be copied to West Alvington Parish Council as it included an area within its local authority boundary. 
10/20

KTC/KINGSBRIDGE AGENDA 21 WORKING GROUP

Cllr Binns reported that Bob Willars was the chairman of the Working Group to consider the reduction of the town’s carbon footprint.  It was anticipated to produce an Action Plan by the end of February 2011 and to make 3 public presentations beforehand with advice to be given to the local community on how to reduce fuel bills and be more fuel efficient; priorities may include good insulation, double glazing and a modern boiler.  Members considered a draft mission statement for the joint KTC/Agenda 21 Group and it was RECOMMENDED for approval, with minor amendments, to read:
“To create a challenging but realistic action plan, setting out how the Kingsbridge community intends to contribute to carbon reduction both individually and collectively, and provide input to the national agenda on carbon emissions – with the intent to a) raise our own and the community’s awareness of the issues, b) assist residents with fuel poverty, c) become more self-sufficient and sustainable as a community in terms of the production/use of energy, and d) contribute to reducing the impact of Kingsbridge on the local and wider environment.”
10/21

DCC DISPOSAL OF COMBE ROYAL

Members received a report from the Action Group to Keep Combe Royal for Kingsbridge (letter dated 10 August 2010) regarding DCC’s proposed sale of Combe Royal.  DCC had been made aware of the community’s interest in the land and the Group was now collecting information from local groups in order to evidence such interest.  It was RECOMMENDED to reply that KTC supported the community application for access to the land at Combe Royal.
10/22

PAY AND DISPLAY METERS

It was reported that the Chamber of Commerce and Federation of Small Businesses objected to DCC’s proposal for on-street Pay and Display meters to be introduced to Devon’s market and coastal towns.  Members of public had wrote in stating their own objections and at a recent SHDC/Town Council’s meeting Dartmouth TC reported their objections.  It was noted that County Cllr Brazil had raised a motion to stop the introduction of Pay and Display meters at DCC’s full council meeting on 29 July 2010 unless requested by the relevant Chamber of Commerce.  The motion had been referred to the Cabinet for consideration.  To date DCC had not communicated its intentions for Kingsbridge.  It was RECOMMENDED that KTC wrote to DCC to record its objections, in principle, to the introduction of on-street Pay and Display in Kingsbridge; the letter to be copied to County Cllr Brazil.       
10/23

HIGHWAYS MATTERS

Members received a situation report on the proposals for a range of highways matters e.g. new taxi rank in upper Fore Street and time-designated loading bays.  It was now likely that a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) would be actioned within the current financial year to include a full public consultation.  DCC Highways Officers would visit Kingsbridge in November 2010, date to be confirmed, in order to examine and discuss KTC’s recommendations for inclusion in the TRO.  
10/24

COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE (KCC)

Cllr Howarth reported that the CCK Working Group had written to DCC’s Investment in Devon Panel (IiD) detailing the current condition of the project and requesting a firm commitment from DCC in order to proceed further.  An expression of interest application had been made to the Rural Development Programme for England’s (RDPE) Community and Social Enterprise (CASE) fund.  Discussions had also been held with the Development Trust Association.  DCC had requested a guarantor for the project to underwrite the Business Plan and contact had been made with specialist solicitors regarding how CCK could be safeguarded.  The next IiD meeting was to be held on 27 September 2010.
10/25

PORTALOOS – RECREATION GROUND

It was reported that the 2 portaloos positioned in Recreation Ground had been well received by the community.  There had been some minor incidents of vandalism and graffiti.  At present the portaloos had been hired until the end of September 2010.  Officers cleaned the portaloos during the week and members cleaned at weekends.  Provision of the portaloos was linked with SHDC improvements to the Cottage and introduction of a new public toilet which was unlikely to take place this financial year.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· reduce to one portaloo from the end of September 2010.

· retain one portaloo until the end of March 2011.  

· request a ‘community volunteer’ rota be investigated to clean the portaloos via Wendy Bolt’s Kingsbridge Playspace Group.

Members recognised that retention of one portaloo for 6 months would incur hire and insurance costs at circa £650.
10/26

MULTI-USE GAMES AREA

It was reported that contrary to the original proposal for the introduction of a multi-use games area at the Derby Road end of the Recreation Ground, the grassed area had been very well used throughout the summer as a free space area for picnics, informal play, kick-abouts etc.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· glean the current thoughts of the Kingsbridge Playspaces Group via Cllr Anne Balkwill
· review the proposed location for a multi-use games area in the Recreation Ground with a view to location elsewhere

· bring up the subject again at the next Policy Committee meeting 
10/27

SENIORS’ PLAYGROUND

It was reported that feedback had been provided to the applicant requesting Quay House grounds be provided as a location for a Seniors’ Playground.  KTC had agreed that any senior play equipment should be included within the proposal for a Town Trim Trail.  No further communication nor action had been taken to date.
10/28

DEVELOPMENT TRUST

Development Trusts were discussed as a model to co-ordinate community projects e.g. the development of green spaces in the town.  It was RECOMMENDED to invite the Chairman of the Totnes Development Trust to Quay House to discuss the operation of their organisation, and to bring up the subject again at the next Policy Committee meeting.
10/29

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 5th November 2010 at 9.30 a.m.

…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
The meeting closed at 11.55 a.m..
