Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD AT 9.30 a.m. ON FRIDAY 17th JUNE 2011 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr John Binns (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Wayne Grills

In attendance:
Wendy Bolt, Kingsbridge Playspaces Group
District Cllr Rufus Gilbert
Robert Harkness, SHDC Green Space Operations Manager 




Graham Price, Kingsbridge In Bloom


Keith Rennells, SHDC Green Space Projects Officer




Paul Taper, SHDC Senior Engineer




Martin Johnson (Secretary)

11/18

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Irene Jeeninga, Steve Sidney and Philip Yates, District Cllr Keith Wingate, and Bob Willars (Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group).  

11/19

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
11/20

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 13 May 2011, regarding Kingsbridge open space matters (agenda items 11/05 to 11/08), were reviewed. 
11/21

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Members and guests were distributed SHDC’s pivot chart which reported the amount of maintenance in m² area size carried out in Kingsbridge.  SHDC officers alerted KTC that in due course new Heads of Service, Helen Dobby (Environment Services) and Kate Cassar (Assets) wished to discuss matters arising with local councils.  In turn KTC was mindful that local councils may have a part to play in monitoring service levels and quality standards.

SHDC reported that, following negotiations with DCC, cutting of grass verges would be reduced from 6 to 4 cuts per annum.  DCC members were not allowed to use their own locality budgets to supply further cuts.  There were local councils e.g. Stoke Gabriel PC which purchased additional grass cuts direct from DCC.  Kingsbridge Playspaces and In Bloom representatives announced their concerns that some areas could become untidy.  Discussion revealed that the matter was further complicated by grass cutting being undertaken by both DCC and SHDC, alongside private areas, at different times.  Moreover, there were known areas e.g. grass verge adjacent to Devon Square which were not registered to any  landowner and required adoption.      
It was RECOMMENDED for:

· SHDC to carry out the next grass cut (number 2 of 4) just before the Britain In Bloom judging day for Kingsbridge scheduled for Friday 15 July 2011, 
· SHDC to provide a map of the town which detailed their ownership and responsibility for public open spaces and in particular grass verges (KTC would make a similar request to DCC for its areas of control), 
· SHDC to provide the price of grass verge cutting to KTC for members to discuss whether it was possible to purchase additional cuts,
· KTC to review the situation upon the above details being available.   
11/22

RECREATION GROUND
Members and guests had been sent a recent situation report from Keith Rennells (email dated 9 June 2011) and now received an updated Action Plan for the Recreation Ground (dated June 2011) which is reproduced at Annex A.  The improvements remained on budget to £100k expenditure.  Paul Taper supplied a map of all drains and streams in the park. 

Graham Price hoped that the discussion to follow would enable him to produce a vision statement for the Recreation Ground which he could supply to the Britain In Bloom judges.   
22.1
Pond, drainage and engineering works

Works were almost complete.  Some ancillary works were required in order to circumnavigate issues arising e.g. inability to seal the penstock needed new pipework to ensure the water level could be managed, and a revised nozzle to regulate spray from the fountain.  KTC and local groups commented on the material around the edge of the pond which was a concern as lose material could wash (or be kicked) into the pond itself.
It was RECOMMENDED for:

· SHDC to review the resin bound material around the edge of the pond which was proposed should be sealed with a non-slip and smooth product. 
22.2
Wall buttressing and boundary works 
Completed with some further planting to be sorted.

22.3
WC reinstatement 

Completed.

22.4
Soft landscaping

General husbandry of shrubs and beds was progressing.  Additional ‘finger’ land drains as previously agreed were to be installed shortly by Ecosol Turfcare to aid drainage at the rear of the pond area adjacent to the footpath.  It was RECOMMENDED for: 

· All parties to assess the effectiveness of the new drainage prior to any plans for soft landscaping being realised,

· SHDC to undertake removal/tidy up of current shrubbery and beds which were in a poor condition, 

· KTC to discuss, with interested parties, the nature of the pond i.e. a natural pond or more traditional boating pond to include an assessment of best practice elsewhere e.g. Coleton Fishacre,

· KTC to contact David Kerr (Devon Pond Plants) for advice on pond design.
22.5
Works related to Cottage

Outstanding works were progressing.  Kingsbridge Park Bowls Club (KPBC) had taken over management of the bowling green from SHDC.  

It was RECOMMENDED for:

· KTC to contact KPBC again in due course to arrange a meeting with a view to progressing relationships and gaining an understanding of the club’s future goals e.g. better signposting for general public use.
22.6
Kiosk building – catering outlet
Plans for restoration as a shell building for a catering operator and provision of an interim catering vehicle was completed.  SHDC had received expressions of interest for the catering franchise however, a franchise had not been secured to date e.g. there were liability issues to sort regarding the public WC.  It was RECOMMENDED for:

· SHDC to progress the catering franchise (Town Clerk to be invited to a meeting with SHDC officers in the near future).

22.7
Grounds maintenance 

Fencing around the storage area to be installed or possible relocation.  The GM team may relocate but it was preferable for them to remain based in the town and Orchard Industrial Estate was suggested as a possible site.
22.8
Other matters
· The refurbished tap arrangement for the children’s play area was almost ready.

· The ‘ship’s wheel’ from the children’s play area had been stolen and a replacement required secure fixing.  The Town Clerk appealed for such incidents to be reported to the Police.

· The low wall had been spot painted in red where required by KTC and would need constant attention.
· Some spot repairs were required to the textile surfacing at the ‘wide slide’ on the slopes of the play area.

· Tim Pollard, SHDC Landscape & Leisure, conducted a weekly visit to make checks and raked the play area sand at the same time.

· The A3 sized display frame on the ‘vision board’ at the front of the park had been stolen.  It was RECOMMENDED for the board to remain and a laminated information sheet to be provided by SHDC to report: progress e.g. new drainage, to ask for opinions, and to detail that funding for the proposed boardwalk was not available at present.     

11/23

DUNCOMBE PARK
There remained some concerns regarding the top coat applied to the tarmac on the footpaths around the park.  It was suggested that lose surface material could be swept up from the paths.  All information from the Community Spaces Fund had been received by the Playspaces Group and Kompan were anticipated to start on site (installation of play equipment, benches and trees/shrubs) in early August 2011.  One of the outcomes anticipated by Community Spaces was less anti-social behaviour in the locale.  The planting of trees may be delayed until the autumn in order to give them a better start.  Other grants needed to be progressed by the Group.  The Group also proposed more dog bins with greater capacity and 4 x A3 dog signs at each entry point.  Five-a-side goalposts had been ordered by KTC and delivery was awaited.  Some issues regarding car parking for Kingsbridge Town Bowls Club required to be sorted by SHDC.    New fencing around the existing children’s play area would be installed the following week.       

It was RECOMMENDED for:

· Footpath surfacing to be reviewed on site p.m. Friday 24 June 2011 to combine with a visit from Kompan project and site managers,
· Playspaces Group to progress with provision of additional dog bins and signage in liaison with SHDC Dog Warden,

· Malcolm Orchard, SHDC Dog Warden, to man a stand at the celebration ‘Open Day’ for the new park,

· KTC to contact Kingsbridge Police to review anti-social behaviour logs for the park,
· Playspaces, KTC and SHDC to progress with Kompan installation of new equipment.

11/24

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 28 June 2011 at 6.00 p.m. (full agenda).

Friday 29 July 2011 at 9.00 a.m. (extraordinary Policy Committee to consider Kingsbridge open spaces matters only with SHDC officers and representatives from local community groups).

Annex:

A.   Kingsbridge Recreation Ground – Action Plan 2010-2012 (Version 2 dated June 2011).
The meeting closed at 1114.

