Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY

AT 0930 ON FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2009 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr John Binns (Chairman)

Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Philip Yates
In attendance:
Roger Pinder (Town Crier)

Martin Johnson (Secretary)
09/10

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Rufus Gilbert.
09/11

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
09/12

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 June 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

It was noted that DPCT had not acknowledged KTC’s letter dated 14 July 2009 regarding patient admissions at South Hams (Kingsbridge) Hospital. 
The Chairman agreed to the following agenda item to be taken early out-of-turn:
09/17
TOWN CRIERS GUILD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2010

Members were in receipt of a proposal for Kingsbridge to host the Town Criers 

Guild Championships in 2010 which was presented by Roger Pinder:
· KTC to host
· Expenditure anticipated at £2,700 to £3,000 to be sourced from funding received from sponsorship arrangements
· Nil funding from KTC
· KTC officers to provide administration 

· Event to take place in May 2010 (date to be confirmed)

· Cllr Griffin & Simon Henderson (British Legion/Rotary) had offered assistance to the Town Crier
The proposal was well received and it was considered that the event would be a colourful spectacle for the town.  Cllr Howarth reported that he may be able to provide some funds from his SHDC locality budget and the Town Clerk would assist with funding streams.  It was RECOMMENDED to support in principle for KTC to host the Town Criers Guild Championships in May 2010; subject to a detailed budget covering all aspects and dedicated sponsorship arrangements being provided to the next meeting of the Policy Committee. 

09/13
SOUTH HAMS LOCAL DEVLEOPMENT FRAMEWORK – KINGSBRIDGE SITE ALLOCATION DPD

Members noted that the Kingsbridge DPD report would be produced for public consultation by SHDC shortly.  Discussion took place on how the DPD process and site allocation report itself should be promoted to townspeople to ensure their engagement.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· Request SHDC’s Forward Planning Team to present the Kingsbridge Site Allocation DPD report on release at a public meeting in Quay House; the event to be publicised as wide as possible e.g. Library, Leisure Centre and local newspaper. 

· Write to Lee Bray, SHDC Head of Community Regeneration (copy to District Cllr Tucker SHDC Leader) to state KTC’s dissatisfaction that landowners would not have been consulted prior to the public consultation stage and that the list of invited groups to the Prince’s Foundation workshop event on 17 June 2009 was unsatisfactory i.e. many pivotal local groups were not given the opportunity to attend.

09/14
DEVOLUTION OF ASSETS

It was reported that David Incoll, SHDC Chief Executive, had reported at the SHDC/Town Councils meeting on 29 July 2009 that he would be content to consider requests for the transfer of SHDC assets to local councils except car parks and development land i.e. SHDC revenue streams.  Members were also in receipt of an email from Ken Carter, SHDC Head of Landscape & Leisure, requesting initial comment on a proposal to transfer the future provision and management of play areas to local councils; a formal letter would follow.  It was noted that transfer of management only, without the transfer of the freehold title, could lead to problems when applying for future funding.  It was further noted that Cllr Romanos was KTC’s lead on such matters.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· Reply to SHDC Chief Executive noting his comments regarding transfer of assets and reporting that KTC would be interested in exploring the opportunities available.
· Reply to SHDC Head of Landscape & Leisure noting his report regarding transfer of management of play areas and reporting that KTC was enthusiastic in principle however, any financial and legal matters would require detailed consideration.   
 09/15
COMMUNITY CENTRE (CKC)

It was noted that the result of KTC’s bid for funding from SHDC’s Investment in the Community Initiative would be known shortly.  If KTC were to be successful, it was RECOMMENDED that a press release be issued.
09/16
CONCERTS ON THE QUAY

Members were in receipt of Cllr Binns’ discussion paper on Concerts on the Quay 2009/10.  The paper summarised the background, aims and objectives, management arrangements, and proposed way ahead for the Concerts.  Members were also grateful for information received from Kingsbridge Information Centre on the 2009 season.  It was noted that the budget of £2,500 (financial year 2009/10) had been underspent by circa £200.  It was RECOMMENDED for:
· KTC to manage the next season of Concerts on the Quay in 2010.

· The appointed project leader to report to the next Policy Committee on appointments to the new committee, a review of ‘lessons learnt’, and outline plans for 2010.
09/17.1
ANY FURTHER CURRENT POLICY MATTERS – NEWSLETTER
Members proposed the following topics be included in the Autumn edition of “Kingsbridge Matters”:  Concerts on the Quay; Kingsbridge In Bloom; Community Centre; Play areas funding; Kingsbridge Feoffees development of affordable housing on former KTC land; and Skate Park planning approval.
09/17.2
ANY FURTHER CURRENT POLICY MATTERS – SOUTH HAMS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (SHSP)

Members noted that the SHSP had become more influential and town councils now played a key role.  Reports were currently received at full council meetings however, there was usually a large quantity of information to be received and it was agreed for the Policy Committee to receive such reports in future.  
09/18

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 30 October 2009 at 0930.

The meeting closed at 1127.  
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
