Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD AT 0930 ON WEDNESDAY 28th APRIL 2010 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr John Binns (Chairman)

Cllr Anne Balkwill

Cllr Rufus Gilbert

Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Philip Yates
In attendance:
Louise Taylor (Secretary)
09/60

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Robin Griffin and Martin Johnson (Town Clerk).
09/61

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

09/62

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
Cllr Binns informed members that in accordance with the minutes the Clerk had spoken to the Principal of Kingsbridge Community College (KCC), regarding the College’s funding bid to Sport England for community sports facilities and in particular, a proposal for a multi-use games area (MUGA).  KCC had reported that there were no definite proposals as the bid had been made jointly with Dartmouth and Totnes Colleges and the outcome was awaited however, a MUGA remained an ambition.  The Sports England criteria was aimed at persons over 16 years of age and funding would be conditional on sports facilities being made available for community use.  It was RECOMMENDED to write to KCC, and SHDC’s Head of Landscape & Leisure, to state that KTC regretted KCC had not sought to consult with the town council or the community and had the following concerns:
· the plans appeared to duplicate and conflict with well-established and community supported projects already under development for new and improved sports and play facilities in the town’s public spaces e.g. a MUGA,
· based on the council’s consultation regarding the new Skate Park, the community demand for sports facilities situated on the outskirts of town was questioned,
· while the facilities within the town would be available free at all times there were concerns that KCC facilities would have availability limited by the College’s own use and be subject to charging,
· KTC did not see a case for use of Section 106 monies to support the project given the demand elsewhere in Kingsbridge for such funds, and
· further communications with Sports England should detail KTC’s concerns and, in the absence of consultation, it would be incorrect to claim current local support. 

09/63
SOUTH HAMS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: KINGSBRIDGE DPD

Members were in receipt of the Site Allocation Development Planning Document for Kingsbridge agreed at SHDC’s full council meeting on 25 March 2010.  It was anticipated that the report would be published that week and for a public consultation period to run from 30 April to 11 June 2010.  It was RECOMMENDED to display the published report, on receipt from SHDC, at locations around the town for public viewing, and request a presentation from SHDC’s Forward Planning Team at a public meeting.

Members also received a letter from Mr T S Jones dated 2 April 2010 regarding the DPD in which he offered his advice on planning matters to KTC.  Moreover, he proposed the creation of a not-for-profit organisation to work with landowners in order to deliver development on previously developed land and that KTC supported a local group e.g. Agenda 21 to conduct a renewable energy audit for Kingsbridge.  On related matters, he reported on information relevant to the recent formal confirmation of Footpath No.15 as a public right of way.  It was RECOMMENDED to reply to Mr Jones thanking him for his input and offer of assistance, and that the Planning Committee would follow-up on the information provided regarding Footpath No.15.     
09/64

RESIDENTS PARKING SCHEMES (RPS)
Members were in receipt of a briefing paper regarding a proposal for the extension of RPS in the town.  The paper reported upon the current situation, positives and negatives, the recent introduction of RPS to Totnes, studies at other locations, way forward and a draft target policy for KTC.  It was RECOMMENDED that if there was sufficient evidence of need and support for Residents Parking Schemes based on an informed proposal then KTC would consider assisting that proposal.

09/65

PAY AND DISPLAY

Members were in receipt of DCC’s Cabinet minutes dated 21 July 2009, which proposed the introduction of Pay and Display car parking schemes to each of the county’s market and coastal towns over the next 4 years, and Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce’s letter to Cllr Hart (Leader of DCC) dated 22 February 2010 detailing its opposition to the proposal.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· contact David Shephard, Devon Federation of Small Businesses, to gauge the views of his membership in Fore Street, 

· to report the proposal in the next newsletter, and 

· write to the Chamber of Commerce requesting wider evidence and suggesting their consultation with Fore Street residents, customers and traders.
09/66

DEVOLUTION OF ASSETS/DELIVERY OF SERVICES

Cllrs Binns, Romanos and Yates reported on their attendance at SHDC’s “Prioritising in Tough Times” meeting with local councils held on 21 April 2010.  It was RECOMMENDED to write to SHDC requesting KTC be represented on SHDC’s Landscape & Leisure Working Group; which would review future delivery of statutory and discretionary services. 
09/67

KINGSBRIDGE SPORTS HUB

Members were in receipt of a briefing paper on a proposal for a Kingsbridge Sports Hub gleaned from a working group meeting attended by Cllrs Binns & Griffin and the Clerk.  The paper reported upon the current situation, positives and negatives, Dartmouth Sports Association, and suggested a way forward.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· appoint a KTC representative to attend the next meeting of Sport South Hams, and

· write to main local sports clubs proposing the formation of a Kingsbridge Sports Hub and requesting expressions of interest to take forward the proposal for a multi-use games area in the Recreation Ground. 
09/68

SOUTH HAMS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
It was RECOMMENDED to note the minutes of the South Hams Strategic Partnership meeting held on 8 March 2010.
09/69

CARBON FOOTPRINT

Members were in receipt of a discussion paper on the requirement to address the impact of climate change.  The paper reported upon the background, identified the ‘transition town’ model, timescales, options and suggested a way forward.  It was RECOMMENDED to:

· accept the recommendations in the discussion paper as follows

1. That KTC acknowledge that one of its priorities should be the reduction of the town’s carbon footprint.
2. That a programme of education/familiarisation be undertaken aimed at deciding a KTC policy on the above.

3. That having reviewed the options, KTC produces a programme of action to help meet this priority.

· form a working partnership with Kingsbridge & Agenda 21 Group in order to reduce the town’s carbon footprint.

09/70

CONCERTS ON THE QUAY

A situation report was received on the Concerts on the Quay 2010 season.  The following events were planned to commence at 3.00 p.m.
· Sunday 23rd May – Local Vocal 

· Sunday 20th June – to be confirmed
· Sunday 25th July – Things Theatrical (including Westcountry Theatre Company)

· Sunday 29th August – to be confirmed
After discussion, it was RECOMMENDED to purchase a double size gazebo, or 2 independent ones which could be joined; monies had been allocated in the finance budget.
09/71

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

It was RECOMMENDED to approve the revised conditions for the Citizen of the Year Award; subject to one amendment.
09/72

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 2 July 2010 at 9.30 a.m.
The meeting closed at 1.30 p.m.  
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
