Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY

AT 0930 ON FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER 2009 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr John Binns (Chairman)

Cllr Anne Balkwill

Cllr Rufus Gilbert

Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Philip Yates
In attendance:
Cllr Mick McGing


Martin Johnson (Secretary)
09/35

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.

09/36

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Gilbert declared a prejudicial interest in agenda items 09/39 and 09/43.
Cllr Howarth declared a personal interest in agenda item 09/46.

09/37

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 October 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

09/38

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW IN DEVON

Members were in receipt of the Boundary Committee’s letter dated 8 December 2009 detailing that the review had been completed and reported to the Secretary of State.  They had previously consulted on 2 draft proposals: a county unitary authority and a 2-unitary pattern comprising Exeter & Exmouth and Rural Devon.  Their final proposal was for a unitary county comprising the whole of the existing 2-tier area of Devon; thereby incorporating Exeter with nil boundary changes to Plymouth and Torbay.  Representations could be made to the Secretary of State until 19 January 2010.  Members also received SHDC’s letter LDR/JT/AR/VB dated 10 December 2009 which detailed that the case for imposed structural change had not been made, did not command a broad cross section of support, and requested parish and town councils to make representations to reject the recommendation.  KTC had already debated the matter and realised a policy statement which had been despatched to the Boundary Committee.  KTC did not support the status quo of 2-tier local government, supported the principle of unitary local government, supported in principle a South Devon & Dartmoor Unitary Authority, and had a number of concerns which, if not addressed, would prevent broad support for the county-wide proposal.  KTC strongly opposed an Exeter & Exmouth Unitary Authority.  Members considered that KTC’s position had not changed and it was RECOMMENDED to not make a representation to the Secretary of State.   

09/39
SOUTH HAMS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: KINGSBRIDGE SITE ALLOCATIONS DEVELOPMENT PLANNING DOCUMENT (DPD)

Members were in receipt of SHDC Head of Community Regeneration’s Site Allocations DPD report which had been received at the district council meeting of 17 December 2009.  The report for Kingsbridge included development site proposals and plans for:

· Proposal K1: North West of Kingsbridge (mixed use development).  At least 100 dwellings and about one hectare of employment land by 2016 south of Plymouth Road.  Beyond 2016 about 100 dwellings and about one hectare of employment land north of Plymouth Road.  About 0.3 hectare of play provision, 0.7 hectare of other public space and sports pitch provision.  Landscaping measures, cycle and footpath provision.
· Proposal K2: Kingsbridge Quayside (mixed use regeneration beyond 2016).  About 100 dwellings and one hectare of employment land.  Enhanced public realm and access, retention of existing levels of car parking, and cycle/footpath provision.  

· Proposal K3: Lower Union Road Area (mixed use development beyond 2016).  About 50 dwellings.  Maintenance of at least existing jobs, offices and workshops, enhanced public realm and cycle/footpath provision.

· Proposal K4: Garden Mill Area (mixed use development beyond 2016).  About 50 dwellings.  Maintenance of at least existing jobs, offices and workshops, and cycle/footpath provision.

· Proposal K5: West Alvington Hill (mixed use development by 2016).  About 75 dwellings and 0.5 hectare of employment land.  About 0.1 hectare of play provision, 0.25 hectare of other public space and cycle/footpath provision.

· Proposal K6: Leigh Cross.  Employment development of 3 hectares by 2016 and one hectare beyond 2016.  Landscaping and cycle/footpath provision.

It was noted in the report that some additional work and further community involvement was required in order to progress the proposals in Kingsbridge and West Alvington.  It was further noted that no public consultation had been conducted to date.
It was RECOMMENDED to:

· Invite Lee Bray and/or Graham Swiss to a meeting in Quay House with members to discuss SHDC’s proposals and any outstanding issues.

· Thereafter, invite Lee  Bray and/or Graham Swiss to host a public meeting in Quay House to present SHDC’s proposals to members of public; the meeting could dovetail with West Alvington Parish Council matters.
Cllr Binns agreed to take the following agenda item early out-of-turn:
09/47

CONCERTS ON THE QUAY
Cllr Romanos reported on plans for the Concerts on the Quay 2010 season.  West Country Theatre had been booked for Sunday 25 July 2010; the other 3 concerts would take place on dates which did not impact on other local events.  A Working Group had been formed to manage the events and Cllr Griffin would act as Health & Safety Co-ordinator.   
Cllr Romanos left the Chamber    
09/40
PLAY AREA INSURANCE AND INSPECTION

Members were in receipt of SHDC Head of Landscape & Leisure’s KC/JLH/L&R/P&R/PA dated 4 December 2009 requesting parish and town councils to make a £100 contribution per play area towards SHDC’s costs of insurance and inspections.  The subject had been discussed at the Policy Committee of 30 October 2009 and KTC had resolved not to make a contribution.  It was noted that Ken Carter, Head of Landscape & Leisure, was to meet members that afternoon to discuss matters further.  It was RECOMMENDED that a contribution should not be made towards SHDC’s management of play areas in Kingsbridge.  
Members were further informed that SHDC was seeking KTC’s thoughts on the removal of a set of swings at Wallingford Road play area.  The swings were reported as being in poor condition.  While part of the overall Kingsbridge Public Spaces Project, it was considered that Wallingford Road play area was not a priority and that local children played at Duncombe Park.  It was RECOMMENDED to report to SHDC that KTC had no objections with the proposal to remove the swings at Wallingford Road play area.  
09/41
ACCESS TO RACK PARK PLAY SPACE
Cllr Balkwill reported that at the recent Kingsbridge Public Spaces Working Group meeting Keith Rennells, SHDC, had stated that the authority’s Legal Department had discovered deeds relating to the Rack Park area.  It transpired that there may be a right of way through the light industrial site and SHDC would write to a local company to make enquires regarding compliance with historic SHDC planning agreements.
It was further reported that the Rack Park play area itself required tidying up.  The Clerk would inspect prior to contacting SHDC.
09/42

TOWN CRIERS GUILD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2010
Cllr Griffin reported that the Working Party had agreed to defer a decision to host the Championships until 2011 due to lack of funding.  The Clerk had made a pre-application bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  HLF had shown interest in funding a linked project to the Championships where people could learn and participate with town criers’ cultural traditions, oral history and heritage e.g. costumes.  However, HLF would not fund any accommodation, travelling or subsistence costs which required the vast majority of proposed expenditure.  It was RECOMMENDED to not make a bid to host the Town Criers Guild Championships 2010.  

09/43

KINGSBRIDGE/SALCOMBE FERRY

The operation of the ferry service and related Kingsbridge & Salcombe estuary business was discussed.  It was RECOMMENDED to invite Ian Gibson, Harbour Master, to Quay House to brief members on proposed improvements to the Kingsbridge basin e.g. dredging.   
09/44

TRAVELLING COMMUNITIES

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the South Hams Strategic Partnership (SHSP)  meeting held on 6 November 2009 which had been held specifically to discuss travelling communities.  It was noted that unauthorised encampments tended to be established within close proximity to the A38 and it was the duty of district /borough councils to deal with land ownership and environmental matters etc.  It was RECOMMENDED to note the SHSP’s minutes regarding Travelling Communities.   
09/45

SOUTH HAMS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (SHSP)
Cllr Binns reported on his attendance at the SHSP meeting held on 14 December 2009 in Quay House.  He had reported on KTC matters including the proposed community centre (CCK), Site Allocation DPD and asset transfers.  Other matters discussed included DCC Local Traffic Plan, apprenticeships in towns, place surveys and ‘the Knowledge’. 
09/46

DEVOLUTION OF ASSETS/SERVICES

The Clerk reported that SHDC’s reply to KTC’s proposals regarding devolution of services had effectively put any further discussions on hold until completion of the DAPC workshops to be held in January 2010.  Following the workshops SHDC would gauge interest from parish and town councils for taking on responsibilities and determine the consequences, both logistically and financially, before making a decision on the way forward.
09/48

COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE (CCK)

Cllr Howarth reported on the proposal for the development of a Community Centre for Kingsbridge (CCK).  It was anticipated that KTC’s bid for funds from DCC would be reviewed by an ‘Investment In Devon’ meeting in January 2010.  A bid for £10k had been made to the SDCLAG’s Enabling Fund to produce new architects’ plans for the planned revision of CCK.  An impact study for CCK on surrounding village halls etc. was also required and funding at circa £2k would be required.  KTC’s funding commitment was also discussed.  Currently £90k had been provided via the operational budget and capital reserves to financial year end March 2010.  It was RECOMMENDED to fund a further £10k via the operational budget and £50k from capital reserves in financial year 2010/11 bringing KTC’s commitment to £150k.  
09/49

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To be confirmed (Friday in early March 2010 at 0930).

The meeting closed at 1217.  
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
