Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY

AT 0930 ON FRIDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2010 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr John Binns (Chairman)

Cllr Anne Balkwill

Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Philip Yates
In attendance:
Martin Johnson (Secretary)
09/50

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Rufus Gilbert and Mike Howarth.

09/51

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

09/52

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 December 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

09/53

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW IN DEVON

Local Government Minister Rosie Winterton had announced the government’s final decision on unitary proposals for Devon on 10 February 2010.  The Boundary Committee’s proposal for a unitary county comprising the whole of the existing 2-tier area of Devon (thereby incorporating Exeter with nil boundary changes to Plymouth and Torbay) had been taken into account.

The government’s decision was for a single city-wide unitary authority for Exeter.  The proposal was required to be voted on by Parliament before becoming law.  If approved, elections for the new council would take place in 2011.
After careful consideration of the Boundary Committee’s advice and views of local councils , MPs, stakeholders and the public it was found that there was widespread support for some form of unitary government for the remainder of Devon however, no single proposal had emerged.  There had been no option but to rule out a unitary authority for Devon.  Therefore the current 2-tier system of local government i.e. county council and district/borough councils would remain.  

It was RECOMMENDED to note the government’s decision on the Local Government Review in Devon.   

09/54
SOUTH HAMS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: KINGSBRIDGE SITE ALLOCATIONS DEVELOPMENT PLANNING DOCUMENT (DPD)

KTC had agreed its final comments on the Kingsbridge DPD proposals at the council meeting on 9 February 2010.  Members now sighted the return which was to be despatched to SHDC’s Forward Planning Office with a covering letter.  It was RECOMMENDED to include an agenda item at the next committee meeting: “lessons learned from the DPD process”.

09/55

DEVOLUTION OF ASSETS/SERVICES

KTC members, alongside representation from other town and parish councils, had attended the DAPC sponsored meeting on 19 January 2010 which had explored service delivery of current SHDC business.  Reports had been received from Stokenham Parish Council, regarding their service delivery pilot scheme, and from SHDC’s Heads of Environment Services and Landscape & Leisure.  At this stage members considered that:

· Devolution of assets rather than merely delegation of services may gain support from local councils.
· There would be set-up costs and possible duplication of efforts/resources within any new system.
· The towns may be able to manage a new delivery model however, it may not be suitable for some individual parish councils.

· The current pilot scheme had received criticism from the parish councils involved.
It was RECOMMENDED to await DAPC’s questionnaire, anticipated shortly, which would provide KTC the opportunity to comment on the future delivery of SHDC services. 
09/56

COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE (CCK)

Members had received a situation report regarding CCK from Cllr Howarth, lead member, at the council meeting on 9 February 2010 and received a revised draft policy for its development.  The draft paper had already been received and approved by full council subject to 2 amendments which had now been incorporated.  Cllr Binns had secured 2 days free consultancy for the CCK Working Group as a prize from a recent South Hams Strategic Partnership meeting; a session had taken place on 8 February 2010.  SDCLAG Enablement Fund had funded £10k for an outline design, costings and impact study towards overall costs circa £13.6k.  It was again noted that the CCK project was dependent on funding from DCC.

09/57

KINGSBRIDGE SPORTS HUB

Members received a briefing on a proposal to form a Kingsbridge Sports Hub with members to be invited from sports clubs operating in the town.  The group’s objectives to be formed around partnership work, information sharing and co-operation between members.  A key objective would be to achieve new or improved sports facilities in Kingsbridge e.g. a multi-use games area in the Recreation Ground and BMX track in Rack Park play area. In particular, it was considered that a Sports Hub may be better placed than a public authority to apply for funding.  The proposal had the support of SHDC’s Recreation Officer who suggested using the Dartmouth & District Sports Association as a model; copies of their vision statement and constitution had been supplied.   A database of Kingsbridge sports clubs with points of contact etc. had been produced by the Reception office.  Members supported the proposal and discussed whether membership should be invited from the Community College and Quayside Leisure Centre.  It was RECOMMENDED for a Working Group, made up of committee members, met mid to late March 2010 to formulate a firm proposal to be received by the next Policy Committee.  It was further RECOMMENDED that details of the Community College’s joint bid (alongside colleges in Dartmouth and Totnes) to Sports England  for community sports facilities be requested as their project may dovetail with Sports Hub matters.          

09/58

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

The Annual Town Meeting was scheduled for 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 6 April 2010.  Recent meetings had been held at the Community College in 2008 and Council Chamber in 2009; it was considered that the 2010 meeting should be held in the Library subject to availability.  Advertisement to be actioned via the Spring newsletter, flyers and a press release.  It was RECOMMENDED for the programme to include:
· Review of council year 2009-2010 to include short presentations on CCK and Highways matters. 
· Reports from County Cllrs

· Report from a District Cllr

· Mayor’s charity donation to be handed to Saltstone Caring

· ‘Half-term’ report on KTC Priorities for 2009-2011.

· Invitation for further projects/ambitions from members of public.
Members agreed that the following item would have been taken under Confidential matters had a member of public been in attendance.
09/58.1
SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Members reflected on the Citizen of the Year Award agreed at the council meeting on 9 February 2010.  A number of applications for high quality candidates had been received making the decision very difficult.  Members mooted whether a KTC sponsored Lifetime Achievement Award could be made to a specific individual in order to recognise their particular efforts.  However, it was considered that such an award may compromise the current Citizen of the Year Award, may create a precedent for further ‘achievement awards’, and create unnecessary complexities.  It was RECOMMENDED for:

· Cllr Yates to approach a local organisation suggesting it may wish to recognise the services of one of its volunteers; KTC to purchase a gift and produce a certificate.  Members would be invited to attend the presentation.

· The Clerk to produce a set of guidelines for the Citizen of the Year Award and present to the Policy Committee.
09/59

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 30 April 2010 at 0930.

The meeting closed at 1130.  
…………………………..Presiding Chairman        ………………………..Date
