Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 6 MAY 2008 AT 1715 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Bob Freeman (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert
Cllr Mike Howarth



Cllr Jim Romanos




8 Members of Public



Martin Johnson (Secretary)

07/150
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr David Thorning.

Public Open Forum

1.   Mr Robin East, Mr Peter Roper and a fellow parishioner made statements regarding the planning application at agenda item 07/154.6 (Redevelopment of existing site for the erection of 3 dwellings with associated parking and landscaping works at Widegates, 56 Embankment Road, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1LA).  The salient points follow:

· The parishioners lived in the vicinity of the proposed redevelopment.
· Neighbours were consulted and shown plans in January 2008.
· The application proposed was larger, wider and higher than the original plans displayed to neighbours.
· On 4 February 2008 a blanket Tree Preservation Order had been served at the location by South Hams District Council’s Tree Officer.  It was considered that the town council should have consulted with neighbouring properties when this information was received.
· There were concerns that the trees, including leylandii, had grown considerably over the years without check.  It was considered that the Order effectively protected something which was unsightly and unkempt.
· The access to the site was already shared with a neighbouring property and the proposed build of a further 2 properties would exacerbate an already busy and difficult ingress and egress to Embankment Road.
· The view from the estuary had been disregarded by the developers however, it was considered that this was of pivotal importance and redevelopment would spoil the view.
· The developers had made comparison with a development which had been approved at 40 Embankment Road however, it was considered that the proposals were very different.  In particular, there was little excavation to be conducted at Widegates.
· It was considered that, if the application was approved, a dangerous precedent may be set which may see other such developments creep along the Embankment Road.
Cllr Freeman thanked parishioners for their statements which would be taken into account when the application was considered.  With regard to trees; the reasons for SHDC serving the protection order was that the trees were considered to be prominent in the landscape and important to the character and quality of the landscape amenities enjoyed by the public.  The order was an interim measure to allow a detailed assessment and classification of the trees on the site ahead of confirmation of a detailed Tree Preservation Order.  No further correspondence had been received to date on the matter from SHDC.   The Clerk would make enquiries with the Tree Officer to ascertain the way forward.  It was noted that the arboriculture assessment included with the application had concluded that no tree surgery was required.  
2.   Mrs Sue Holcombe made a statement regarding planning application 07/154.5 (Devon County Council’s proposal for a new sports pavilion at Kingsbridge Community College, Balkwill Road, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1PL). While she did not object to a new pavilion, to contain new shower facilities etc, she considered that the exterior should be of a similar architectural style to the current one.  She and neighbours had been consulted on the proposal and Andrew Guard, a local architect, had produced independent plans which had been presented to the Community College.   She had been led to believe that a compromise may be possible however, her own ideas had not been considered and the plans forwarded were identical to the original consultation.

Cllr Freeman thanked her for her statement which would be taken into account when the application was considered.  He noted that Devon County Council was a planning authority in its own right.
07/151
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Balkwill declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 07/154.6.

Cllr Gilbert declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 07/154.5.

Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 07/154.7.
07/152
REVIEW PLANNING DECISIONS AND ORRESPONDENCE

DECISIONS

The following SHDC decisions were noted alongside the original recommendations Resolved by the Planning Committee:
152.1
28/0058/08/CU - Planning Permission Granted.  Use of approximately 600 square metres of Town Square as a Farmers Market to be held twice a month.  Town Square, Kingsbridge.

South Hams District Council.

KTC Recommended Deferral originally and consulted with the Chamber of Commerce.  Subsequently, Recommended Approval at council meeting of 12 February 2008.
152.2
28/0224/08/F – Planning Permission Refused.  Alterations to dwelling. Derby Lodge, Kingsbridge TQ7 1JJ.

Mr B Leedham

KTC Recommended Approval

152.3
28/0311/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Erection of conservatory and rebuilding of garage.  North Quillett, Stentiford Hill, Kingsbridge TQ7 1BD.

Mr & Mrs R Willars

KTC Recommended Approval

152.4
28/0245/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Extension to dwelling.   70 Wallingford Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1NB.

Mr & Mrs P J Trembath

KTC Recommended Approval

152.5
28/0332/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Proposed kitchen/dining room and porch extension and timber decking.  10 Manor Park, Kingsbridge TQ7 1BB.

Mr & Mrs Lamble

KTC Recommended Approval

152.6
28/0334/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Proposed installation of lift.  Methodist Church, Fore Street, Kingsbridge TQ7 1AW.

Mr B Newey & Mr K Johnson

KTC Recommended Approval

152.7
28/0333/08/LB – Listed Building Consent Granted.  Installation of lift.

Methodist Church, Fore Street, Kingsbridge TQ7 1AW.


Mr B Newey & Mr K Johnson

KTC Recommended Approval
152.8
28/0335/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Resubmission of application 28/2611/07/F for demolition of existing building and erection of new workshop.  Roger Simcox Metalwork, 8a Station Yard Industrial Estate, Kingsbridge TQ7 1ES.


Mr & Mrs R C Simcox

KTC Recommended Approval

152.9
28/0234/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Conversion of outbuilding to annex, addition of second storey extension over kitchen, rebuilding of porch and excavation of parking area. 63 Embankment Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LA.
Mr & Mrs R Gates

KTC Recommended Approval

152.10  28/0287/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Resubmission of application 28/2136/07/F for the erection of three dwellings.  76 Wallingford Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1NB.
M & P Developments Ltd

KTC Recommended Approval

152.11  28/0443/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Resubmission of application 28/2126/07/F for first floor extension to form new bedroom.  Penon, Belle Cross Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 2DY.

Mr Rodwell & Ms Pipe

KTC Recommended Approval

152.12  28/0422/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Erection of hardwood conservatory to rear of property.  25 Scholars Walk, Kingsbridge TQ7 1QL.
Mr Priestly

KTC Recommended Approval
152.13  28/0403/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  First floor extension to provide additional living accommodation.  Mahabharat Balti House, 7 Mill Street, Kingsbridge TQ7 1ED.

Mahabharat Balti House.

KTC Recommended Approval.

152.14  28/0526/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Amendments to approval 28/0321/07/F for extension to dwelling (extension of balcony & alterations to steps).  8 Kingsway Park, Kingsbridge. 

Mr & Mrs D R Cardrick

KTC Recommended Approval subject to a condition that the fencing be maintained as part of the planning permission.

152.15  28/0446/08/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Amendments to approval 28/2466/07/F for erection of two dwellings (changes to roof, window and bedroom).  The Old Nurseries, Plymouth Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1AT.

Mr J Moore

KTC Recommended Approval

152.16  28/0457/08/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Erection of white PVCu conservatory to front of dwelling.  1 Southville Gardens, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LE.
Mr & Mrs Parkinson

KTC Recommended Approval
152.17  28/0449/08/O – Outline Planning Consent Refused.  Erection of

detached dwelling.  Rosanne, 2 Manor Park, Kingsbridge TQ7 1BB.
Mr & Mrs R Fisher

KTC Recommended Approval

CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was received:
152.18  Letters from 3 parishioners objecting to planning application 28/0613/08/F Waters Edge, Embankment Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1JZ.

KTC Recommended Refusal
It was RESOLVED that no further action was required regarding the above decisions and correspondence.   
07/153
CONSIDER TREE WORKS AND CORRESPONDENCE
There were no tree works or correspondence to be considered.

07/154
CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following SHDC & DCC planning applications were considered:
154.1
28/0655/08/RM – Erection of two bungalows.  Land adjacent to 14 & 15 Dodbrooke Court, Rack Park Road, Kingsbridge.

Mr C Ryan
RECOMMENDED Approval
154.2
28/0685/08/F – Erection of carport.  1A Southville Gardens, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LE.

Mr H C Arscott
RECOMMENDED Approval
154.3
28/0730/08/F – Provision of porch and toilet.  6 Barnfield Walk, Kingsbridge TQ7 1QS.

Mrs M A Gavaghan
RECOMMENDED Approval 
154.4
28/0741/08/F – Retrospective application for the erection of replacement single storey garden shed.  32 Linhey Close, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LL.

Mr D Mallinson
RECOMMENDED Deferral until completion of a site visit by Cllrs Freeman, Balkwill & Yates on Wednesday 7 May 2008.
Cllr Gilbert left the Chamber for the duration of the following agenda item:

154.5
DCC planning application DCC/2568/2007 – Sports pavilion.  Kingsbridge Community College, Balkwill Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1PL.
Devon County Council

RECOMMENDED Refusal after due consideration of local residents comments that the new pavilion would not be in keeping within the locale.  The resolution was taken on a recorded vote:
For Refusal:
Against Refusal:
Abstentions:

Cllr Balkwill
Cllr Freeman
None

Cllr Lynn
Cllr Yates

Cllr Washington

Cllr Williams
Cllr Balkwill asked a question at the outset of the following agenda item and then left the Chamber:
154.6
28/0773/08/F – Redevelopment of existing site for the erection of three
dwellings with associated parking and landscaping works.  Widegates, 56 Embankment Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LA.

Ash Mill Developments
RECOMMENDED Refusal on the grounds of over-development of the site, that access to the site was unsatisfactory for 4 dwellings, that the view from the estuary would be degraded, and it would set a dangerous precedent which may see similar developments creep along the Embankment Road.

Cllr Washington left the Chamber for the duration of the following agenda item:
154.7
28/2685/07/RM – Discharge of Reserved Matters Application.  Tesco Stores Retail Development at Kingsbridge Devon.  Revised drawings, additional details and supplementary information in support of reserved matters application previously submitted in particular, additional information to explain proposals for the path/stepped link up the embankment forming the link on up to Fore Street across the car park.
Tesco Stores Ltd
RECOMMENDED Noted however, some issues remained outstanding e.g. location of parking for motorbikes and bicycle stands.  
It was RESOLVED to forward the findings of the above planning consultation to SHDC and DCC.
07/155
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PLANNING MATTERS
Cllr Yates enquired how the Footpath No.15 matter was progressing.  The Clerk replied that all respondents were required to complete bespoke User Evidence Forms.  These had been despatched and the response was very encouraging.  It was anticipated that an application for a new Modification Order, as agreed by KTC, could be administered within the next 2 weeks.
07/156
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 20 May 2008 at 1715.   
The meeting closed at 1809.
