Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 21 APRIL 2009 AT 5.15 P.M. IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Bob Freeman (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates


In Attendance:
Cllr Mike Howarth




Martin Johnson (Secretary)
08/149
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mick McGing and Beryl Washington.
Public Open Forum

Statements were received from Mr Peter Betteridge and Andrew & Robert Lethbridge (Andrew Lethbridge Limited) regarding agenda item 08/153.4 (demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwellilng at 54 The Keeve, Embankment Road, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1LQ).
Mr Betteridge introduced the planning application stating that he had purchased the property to be used as his family home with the original intention to extend the current 4 bedroom layout.  The property had been built in 1931; there was no insulation, partial cavity brick work and no double glazing.  It became apparent that it would be easier to demolish and replace with a traditional designed home with a contemporary aspect incorporating for example ground source heat pumps.  
Andrew and Dan Lethbridge presented the planning application stating that the proposal was for a traditional designed property with a ‘New England’ feel.  It was felt that the plans did not overpower the site.  The proposed ridge height was identical to the current building except that the single storey was higher as it had a pitched roof rather than the current flat roof.  From the estuary side the property would appear as 3 storey high.  The lower floor to be achieved by excavation however, the current slope would remain on the side boundaries.  The garage would remain at the current level.  Cladding would be a mixture of local stone and timber and the windows colour coated steel or aluminium.  An Open Day had been held recently and local residents invited to view the plans.  Any concerns had been reflected in the final plans.  There was a blanket Tree Preservation Order on the site and none of the trees would be affected by the development.  Various views of the estuary from the Embankment Road would remain very similar to present.  

Members asked a range of questions and received the following responses.  Currently 2 bedrooms overlooked a property on the town side; the proposal had only one window overlooking.  A building currently attached to the neighbouring property was to be dismantled.    The developers of the Widegates site on the opposite boundary had sighted the proposals.   Neighbours were supportive of the plans.   From the estuary only the top floor would be seen above the hedge at the southern boundary; this was a mixture of trees and bushes and would remain.  The footprint of the new property would move slightly forward to a position equal to that of the current front terrace.  The proposed chimney was for an open fire/woodburner. 
08/150
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declaration of interests.
08/151
REVIEW PLANNING DECISIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE
DECISIONS
The following SHDC decision was noted alongside the original recommendation Resolved by the Planning Committee:

28/0152/09/F – Planning Permission Granted.  PVC conservatory to front of dwelling.  45 Embankment Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LA.

Mr J Binns

KTC Nil comment
CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to consider.
It was RESOLVED that no further action was required regarding the above decision.

08/152
CONSIDER TREE WORKS, DECISIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE
TREE WORKS

There were no applications for work to trees to consider.
DECISIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE

The following SHDC decision was noted alongside the original recommendation Resolved by the Planning Committee:

Trees in a Conservation Area – Notification to undertake works:

Ref.No:
28/0329/09/TCA

Proposal:
Fell 2 Ash

Location:
3a Haven Court, Knowle House Close, Kingsbridge 

Applicant:
Mr C Butler
KTC Recommended Approval with replanting by bushes or shrubs only, so as not to damage the adjacent retaining wall.
It was RESOLVED that no further action was required regarding the above decision.

08/153
CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following planning applications were considered:
08/153.1
28/0534/09/F – Conversion of dwelling with ancillary accommodation to two self contained apartments.  Ropewalk House, Ropewalk, Kingsbridge TQ7 1HH.
Mr & Mrs C W Foster
RECOMMEND Approval
08/153.2
28/0599/09/F – Householder application for extension & alteration to dwelling.  35 Belle Cross Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1NL.


Mr Gray & Miss Goode
RECOMMEND Approval
08/153.3
28/0600/09/F – Erection of 6m cabinet base CCTV camera pole with ‘swan neck’ extension of 0.5m.  Town Square, Car Park, Kingsbridge.

Mr M Johnson (Kingsbridge Town Council)

Nil Comment – as KTC was the applicant
08/153.4
28/0592/09/F – Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling.  54 The Keeve, Embankment Road, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1LQ.

Mr P Betteridge
RECOMMEND Approval subject to confirmation that the hedge bordering the estuary was to be retained and existing land contours to be retained.
It was RESOLVED to forward the findings of the above planning consultation to SHDC.

08/154
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PLANNING MATTERS
The Clerk reported that that KTC’s planning application for a permanent skate park had been received by SHDC.  However, formal acknowledgement was awaited (and commencement of the consultation period) as a cross-sectional diagram of the skate park detailing height levels of the equipment had been requested from HAGS.
08/155
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 5 May 2009 at 1715.   

The meeting closed at 1750.
