Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 18 MARCH 2008 AT 1715 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Bob Freeman (Chairman)




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert


Martin Johnson (Secretary)

07/129
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Balkwill & David Thorning.

07/130
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

07/131
REVIEW PLANNING DECISIONS AND ORRESPONDENCE

DECISIONS

The following SHDC decisions were noted alongside the original recommendations Resolved by the Planning Committee:
131.1
28/0054/08/LB – Listed Building Consent Granted. Replace sash window at rear of property with identical replacement. Shire Cottage, 56 Church Street, Kingsbridge TQ7 1DD.
Mr & Mrs D Burcher-Lewis

KTC Recommended Approval

131.2   28/2637/07/AD – Advertisement Control Consent Granted. Display of signage.  15 Duncombe Street, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LR.
Plymouth & South West CO-OP Store Development Dept

KTC Nil Comment

CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received:
131.4   SHDC had replied to KTC’s enquiry regarding minor amendments to planning applications.  It was quite usual for revisions to be taken on board after an application had been submitted.  Such revisions must however, be of a minor nature and not affect the nature/substance of the original proposal.  Minor changes are sent to town/parish councils on an information basis only.  If another comment is required it will be made clear.  Some plans sent will be because they present additional information.  Any significant change will need to be subject to a fresh planning application.  This was generally the case which leads to a number of applications being withdrawn.    

131.4
Revised plans had been received for 28/0088/08/F.  Construction of an extension and alterations,  32 Lower Warren Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LF.   KTC had approved the original application on completion of individual site visits by members of the Planning Committee.  The plans were a minor amendment, for information only, and detailed  replacement of gable with hip over garage; dimensions to remain the same.  

It was RESOLVED that no further action was required regarding the above decisions and correspondence.   
07/132
CONSIDER TREE WORKS AND CORRESPONDENCE
The following SHDC decision was noted alongside the original recommendation Resolved by the Planning Committee:
Tree Preservation Order:  Grant of Conditional Consent

Registered Number of Notice:  2699

Proposal:  Crown raise lower branches of Horse Chestnut to maximum 3m over parking area

Site:  Waterside, Embankment Road, Kingsbridge

KTC Recommended Approval

It was RESOLVED that no further action was required regarding the above decision.   
07/133
CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following SHDC planning applications were considered:
133.1
28/0403/08/F – First floor extension to provide additional living accommodation.  Mahabharat Balti House, 7 Mill Street, Kingsbridge TQ7 1ED.
Mahabharat Balti House
Recommend Approval
133.2
28/0422/08/F - Erection of hardwood conservatory to rear of property.  25 Scholars Walk, Kingsbridge TQ7 1QL.

Mr Priestly
Recommend Approval

133.3
28/0449/19/O – Erection of detached dwelling.  Rosanne, 2 Manor Park, Kingsbridge TQ7 1BB.

Mr & Mrs R Fisher

Recommend Approval

133.4
28/0466/08/F – Amendments to approval 28/2466/07/F for the erection of 2 dwellings (changes to roof, window and bedroom).  The Old Nurseries, Plymouth Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1AT.

Mr J Moore

Recommend Approval

133.5
28/0443/08/F – Resubmission of application 28/2126/07/F for first floor extension to form new bedroom.  Penon, Belle Cross Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 2DY.

Mr Rodwell & Ms Pipe 
Recommend Approval
It was RESOLVED to forward the findings of the above planning consultation to SHDC. 

07/134
ANY FURTHER CURRENT PLANNING MATTERS
134.1
Cllr Freeman distributed copies of the Government White Paper “Planning For A Sustainable Future and highlighted matters of importance:

· Proposed removal of current regulations for permitted development which are mainly based on limits on the cumulative volume that has been added to the original dwelling.  These would be replaced by new regulations based largely on the width, depth and height of proposals, relative to the original dwelling and the proximity to site boundaries.  This is the so called “impact approach” and it is intended to relate the need for planning permission more closely to the likelihood of a proposal having a significant impact on neighbours or on the street scene.

· Several changes to the appeals process are proposed.  In particular, where applications for minor development were determined by officers under delegated powers, there would no longer be a right of appeal to the Secretary of State; instead, appeals would be determined by a “Local Member Review Body”.  The report highlighted there may be a danger, which Cllr Freeman concurred, that such Review Bodies could be perceived as simply ‘rubber stamping’ officers’ decisions.

The Clerk held the report in his office should members wish to review.

134.2
Cllr Freeman reported that Footpath No.15 (Embankment Road – rear of Crabshell et al – Embankment Road), which had been subject to DCC Definitive Map Modification Order 2006, had not been confirmed by the Secretary of State.  Members had received the Planning Inspectorate’s order decision prior to the meeting.  Members concurred that it was a very disappointing decision.  Helen Buckingham, DCC Rights of Way Officer, had confirmed that there was no appeal procedure; the only way to challenge the decision would be to seek a judicial review at the High Court which DCC was not considering.  Cllr Freeman would highlight the matter at the next council meeting.
134.3
Cllr Yates queried the boundaries of permitted development for porches at the front of dwellings; Cllr Freeman replied that they had to be no more than 3m² unless permitted development rights had been withdrawn.

134.4
The Clerk reported that a thank you letter had been received from a parishioner following KTC’s supportive letter to SHDC for Quay Cottage, The Promenade, Kingsbridge to be listed with English Heritage.
07/135
 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 1 April 2008 at 1715.
The meeting closed at 1740.
