Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 20th OCTOBER 2009 AT 5.15 P.M. IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:

Cllr Bob Freeman (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
Cllr Rufus Gilbert

Cllr Mike Howarth 



Martin Johnson (Secretary)

09/64

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Jax Williams.
Public Open Forum

There were no members of public in attendance.
09/65

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Yates declared a personal interest in agenda item 09/68.2.
09/66

REVIEW PLANNING DECISIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE

DECISIONS

The following SHDC decisions were received, with the Case Officers’ reports attached, and noted alongside the original recommendations Resolved by the Planning Committee:
66.1
28/1354/09/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Householder application for replacement of garage door with window to provide extra accommodation. 
44 Vincents Road, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1RP.

Mr G Corbett

KTC Recommended Approval

66.2
28/1467/09/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Change of use from hair salon to physiotherapy clinic (Class D1).  Unit 1, Duke Street Chambers, Bridge Street, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1HX.

Miss V Rendle

KTC Recommended Approval

66.3
28/1392/09/CU – Planning Permission Granted.  Change of use of workshop to florist workshop with ancillary retail use.  1A Waterloo Place, Duncombe Street, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1LX.

Saltstone Flowers

KTC Recommended Refusal on the grounds that:

· It was an inappropriate location for a retail shop
· It was situated in a residential area
· It was situated outside the retail area
66.4
28/1407/09/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Demolition of ex changing room and toilets and replacement with new building.  Kingsbridge Bowling Club, Eastern Backway, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1BS.
The Kingsbridge Bowling Club
KTC Recommended Approval
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was received and noted:

66.5
28/1098/09/F – Planning Permission Granted.  Householder application for alterations & extension.  3 Scholars Walk, Kingsbridge TQ7 1QL.
Mr & Mrs Turner

· From Planning Committee 21 July 2009:  KTC Recommended Refusal on the grounds that the proposal will be over development of the site. However, the Town Council has no objection to the aspect of the planning application which proposes the introduction of a second floor within the roof space (bathroom, en-suite & storage).

· From Planning Committee 6 October 2009:  Members noted that SHDC’s decision to grant planning permission had taken into account KTC’s concerns regarding over-development stating that 9.5 metres of garden would remain to the rear of the extension and sufficient open space would remain following development.  However, it was felt that the length of garden remaining would be less than that detailed.  It was RESOLVED for Cllr Howarth to contact the case officer to make enquires and to review the decision at the next Planning Committee.
· SHDC had confirmed that the remaining garden dimensions were 5m deep x 4.2m wide.

It was RESOLVED to write to SHDC stating that the decision to grant planning permission for an extension at 3 Scholars Walk, Kingsbridge, was at odds with previous decisions in the locale and an error in interpretation of scale had resulted in the remaining garden being very small.  Moreover, it was considered that removal of ‘permitted development rights’ in Scholars Walk had been realised in order to prevent such extensions and KTC would request an assurance that the decision would not set a precedent for further developments.  
It was RESOLVED that no further action was required regarding the above decisions and correspondence; save as detailed above for agenda item 09/66.5. 

09/67
CONSIDER TREE WORKS, DECISIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE

TREE WORKS

There were no tree works to consider.

DECISIONS & CORRESPONDENCE

There were no decisions and/or correspondence to consider.
09/68

CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following planning applications were considered:

28/1683/09/F – Householder application for alteration and extension to rear terrace with storage facilities under and alterations to south elevation.
5 Lower Warren Road, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1LF

Mr K Dilley
RECOMMEND Approval
68.2
28/1687/09/F – Householder application for extension to dwelling.
7 Hillside Drive, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1JT.

Mr & Mrs Munslow
RECOMMEND Approval
It was RESOLVED to forward the findings of the above planning consultation to SHDC.

09/69

ANY FURTHER CURRENT PLANNING MATTERS

69.1
Members received and noted DEFRA’s letter NATROW/J1155/529D/09/39 dated 16 October 2009 which gave a situation report on KTC’s request to the Secretary of State to direct DCC to determine a Modification Order for Footpath No.15, Kingsbridge.  DEFRA had requested DCC for their comments, and further information, within 6 weeks from the date of their letter.

69.2
Cllr Balkwill had attended SHDC’s Development Control & Conservation User Group on 14 October 2009.  She briefed that:

· The meeting had been well attended by town and parish council alongside local architects.
· Stephen Munday’s new title was Head of Development Management.
· Income was falling due to a fall in the number of planning applications being submitted.
· The Vanguard Review of the Development Management Service was progressing with the ambition of providing better service delivery.
· Matters raised included:
1. Information on the withdrawal of planning applications and their subsequent return with alterations.
2. The ‘definition’ of minor amendments which saw the receipt of new plans rather than new applications per se.

3. Information regarding the renewal of existing planning permissions i.e. does a development fall under current building regulations or contemporaneous regulations when granted.
4. Further pre-application information.

5. Requirement for consistency of output and decision making from planning officers.

6. Constraints placed on the planning process due to employment of part-time officers.

69.3
A member commented that a restaurant under construction had been reported as having lighting on at first floor level during the evening.  It was noted however, that planning permission had provided for accommodation.

69.4
A member commented on the large illuminated signage at Morrisons supermarket.  It was noted however, that planning permission had provided for the said signage.

69.5
Cllrs McGing and Washington had attended a presentation on SHDC’s Local Development Framework’s draft Site Allocation Development Planning Document (DPD) for the area which had included a briefing on proposals for Kingsbridge.  Information had been received on mixed use sites, re-development sites, employment areas, sports facilities and specific geographical areas in the town.  From 2016 employment land would not be determined by size of area but rather by the number of people employed.  Moreover, DCC had been consulted in order to review highways access and links with main routes from proposed housing/employment sites.  It was anticipated that the final document would be received for public consultation in January 2010.  
69.6
Cllr Freeman had attended SHDC’s Conservation & Design Panel on 13 October 2009 which had reviewed plans from Tesco for a supermarket in Cookworthy Road.  The Panel had discussed the store’s environmental credentials, carbon emissions, energy use and visual impact.  Particular matters brought up included ventilation, location of trees, use of natural light, rainwater harvesting, and the opportunity for use of a green roof and solar panels or photo voltaics.  The Panel would write to Tesco with its comments.
09/70

 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 3rd November 2009 at 1715.     

The meeting closed at 1825.
