Kingsbridge Town Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD AT 0930 ON TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER 2006 IN QUAY HOUSE

Present:
Cllr Eric Johnson (Chairman)


Cllr Tony Child


Cllr Bob Freeman


Cllr Dennis Howill


Martin Johnson (Town Clerk)

06/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Heavisides, Thorning & Washington.

06/15
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the last meeting held on 10 October 2006 which were approved, and signed by the Chairman, as a correct record.  
06/16
BANK STATEMENTS

The bank statements for November 2006 had been received and reconciled as correct by the Clerk.  At 30 November 2006 the council held cash assets of:

· £73,933.14 Time Deposit
·  -£4,005.63 Current Account

· £57,739.29 Business Reserve Account

This realised total cash assets of £127,666.80.  It was anticipated that at the end of the financial year on 31 March 2007, the council would have approximately £100,000.00 remaining.
06/17
LONG TERM DEPOSITS

Members were in receipt of confirmation of the Abbey Time Deposit re-investment.  At maturity, on 8 May 2007, the total repayment would be £75,788.27; this represented a re-deposit of £73,933.14 on 8 November 2006 plus interest at 5.06% of £1,855.13. 

Confidential Items

06/18
GRANT AID

Members were in receipt of a request for funding from South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau to contribute to the general running costs of the Outreach Service in Quay House and home visits to Kingsbridge residents.  It was RECOMMENDED to make a Grant Aid (Community Projects) award of £1,000.00 to South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau. 
06/19
FEES AND CHARGES

Members were in receipt of associated Fees & Charges for Embankment Road Cemetery, Quay House, Trebblepark Allotments and the Bandstand.  A review was completed and it was RECOMMENDED:
· To increase the Scale of Fees for Embankment Road Cemetery by 10% for all charges.
· That non-residents of Kingsbridge be determined as exclusively: people who die in Kingsbridge; past residents of Kingsbridge; and next-of-kin of Kingsbridge residents.
· The Clerk informs local funeral directors and Adrian Munday (Stonemason) of the proposed new charges; proposed new definition of non-resident usage; and to re-iterate council burial administration and practices.

· To retain current Quay House Fees & Charges for leases; room rentals and casual room hire.

· To introduce a new fee for hire of the Council Chamber for weddings of £30.00.

· To retain current Trebblepark allotment rents.
· To retain current hire charges for the Bandstand.

· That all new charges take effect from 1 April 2007. 
06/20
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

The Clerk reported that grounds maintenance for Embankment Road Cemetery and St Edmunds Churchyard was conducted and paid via a contract while upkeep of Quay House grounds was conducted and paid via a local government post and salary.  It was suggested that all 3 areas of grounds maintenance be conducted and paid via contract.  A holistic ‘Contract for Grounds Maintenance’ had been drawn up which required 18 grass cuts per annum, plus associated business, and a requirement for the contractor to notify council, in writing on slips provided, that maintenance work had been completed.  It was RECOMMENDED for the Clerk to tender for the new contract via the current contractor and persons who had made previous expressions of interest.      
06/21
DRAFT BUDGET FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2007/08
Members were in receipt of draft income and expenditure figures for financial year 2007/2008.  Each cost code, at Annex A, was carefully considered and comments noted where appropriate.  It was RECOMMENDED that the budget at Annex A be approved, to realise a 2% increase in Precept from £85,394 to £87,102.
06/22
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 9 January 2007 at 0930 (review of 3rd quarter expenditure for FY 2006/07).  

The meeting closed at 1130.

………………………………………..                          ……………………………..

Presiding Chairman                                                   Date

Annex:

A.   Draft Income and Expenditure Budget for Financial Year 2007/2008.

