
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 p.m. ON TUESDAY 

9th November 2010

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin



Cllr Mike Howarth 



Cllr Irene Jeeninga




Cllr Beryl Washington



Cllr Keith Wingate 
In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan



Insp Phil Chivers



Sgt Jane Corkhill




Natasha Heard, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Three Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk
10/90

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

The Clerk confirmed the receipt of Cllr Wingate’s Declaration of Office and Undertaking to Observe the Authority’s Code of Conduct.  Cllr Yates welcomed Cllr Wingate’s return to the Town Council.
10/91

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Julie Barnett, Kate Lynn and David Thorning.

Public Open Forum
Mr Graham Price made the statement at Annex A.
10/92
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

92.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for October 2010.  A total of 13 crimes had been committed compared to 15 crimes in October 2009.  The breakdown was: theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 3, burglary (other) 1, theft/fraud 2, criminal damage 1, assault/violence 3, and drugs 2.  The offences of assaults included a male who had caused harassment and alarm in a restaurant and a common assault involving 2 juvenile females.  The third offence regarded an argument over a debt which had resulted in the offender being arrested and charged with wounding.  The drugs offences regarded possession of cannabis found at a routine stop check and possession of heroin following the execution of a warrant at a private address.  A person had been cautioned for the former offence and a male occupant had been arrested and subsequently bailed for the latter. 

Insp Chivers then reported on the Neighbourhood Team’s activities.  High visibility patrols by PC Chesworth and PCSO Hawkes had continued.  Sgt Corkhill had attended a meeting with Coast nightclub’s management team to discuss various issues and liaison had taken place with other licensed premises in the town.  Anti-social driving was being tackled by engagement with driving instructors and signing them up to be associate members of the Community Safety Partnership.  The instructors had been issued with information packs to hand out to their students which included, amongst other information, statistics for road deaths involving young drivers.  Two marine crime operations had taken place in October during times of high tide in the early hours.  A mixture of resources had been allocated which had included a number of road checks.  Finally a joint Police & Communities Together (PACT) event with Tor Homes had taken place to gather intelligence regarding possible drug dealing.
Cllr Griffin asked if there was any news regarding the future funding of Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs).  Insp Chivers replied that the Chief Constable had recently reported that the current balance of Police officers and PCSOs was about right and therefore it was likely that PCSOs would be part of the Constabulary’s future.  There were 540 PCSOs in the force and 4% savings had to be made on a rolling basis over the next 4 years; staff reductions would be based on these savings however, natural wastage would also impact.  The front line would be very involved in shaping the future of the force and Insp Chivers assured members that he would keep them up to date with the situation as matters progressed.  

Insp Chivers and Sgt Corkhill left the Chamber

92.2   County Cllr Julian Brazil reported that central government’s comprehensive spending review had been in line with what DCC had expected.  Services were under pressure, for example Libraries and bus services, and cuts were inevitable.  The Plymouth – Kingsbridge – Dartmouth No.93 bus service, run by First, had stopped its Sunday service during the winter months.  Negotiations had taken place with another operator but nothing had been achieved.  He thanked KTC for writing to DCC regarding the proposed introduction of on-street Pay & Display parking.  The Order would be advertised on 15th November with introduction earmarked for early 2011; the first 30 minutes parking would be free of charge.  He was very happy to attend a meeting to discuss matters and supported KTC’s recommendation which he noted would be received that evening.  The Community College’s application for academy status was progressing and he supported their position.  However, he had tabled a motion to DCC’s next full council meeting objecting to academies as he did not believe the full impacts had been properly thought through particularly if all schools decided to apply.  

Cllr Yates mentioned that since British Summer Time had ended in October part-night lighting of the street lamps had not been synchronised and consequently were now being switched off at midnight.  Cllr Brazil replied that he would look into the matter.  
92.3   District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan reported that SHDC’s Chief Executive had personally intervened in the funding of Vibe Youth Nights at the district’s leisure centres.  Monies had been allocated from the Community Grant Fund as District Councillors could not allocate monies from their own locality budgets.  She had written a letter to the Gazette thanking SHDC and reporting that the Kingsbridge events would continue.  Juliette Dickinson, Director of Tone Leisure, had informed her that she aimed to make the events as attractive as possible in order to encourage more young people to take part.  South Hams Connect would be at the Town Square Market on 23rd November.  Finally, she had been involved in discussions with Kingsbridge Playspaces Group and Cllr Balkwill would make a report later in the meeting.
92.4   District Cllr Rufus Gilbert reported that the new Lower Union Road Car Park would open the following day.  There had been some issues regarding the pay and display meters however, the car park looked attractive.  Tesco was using the former Job Centre premises at 111 Fore Street as their recruitment centre; there were 158 positions to be filled.  Of interest, the store’s layout was on display and a listing of goods to be sold in the store.  A private bid had been accepted by DCC for the sale of Combe Royal and it was anticipated for the sale to be fast-tracked.  Finally, the budget for enhancements to Duncombe Park was £75k.  
92.5   District Cllr Mike Howarth reported he was pleased that the new Lower Union Road Car Park had been designated for long-stay use as originally it had been earmarked as a short-stay car park.  The next SHDC Executive meeting would take place on Thursday 18th November; a debate would be held on external tenders for all grounds maintenance with implementation April 2011.  There would be flexibility in the contract for local councils to buy-in however, devolution of green areas had not been proposed.  He considered that SHDC’s proposals ignored local ownership and that KTC had the experience to control the town’s green spaces.  The South Hams Development Planning Document (DPD) inspection for Kingsbridge had taken place that day.  Housing development behind the Health Centre and on West Alvington Hill had received positive comments however, reconfiguration of the current number of dwellings had been proposed.  In particular, it had been suggested to locate all employment on the West Alvington Hill site adjacent to the Station Yard Industrial Estate and to extend housing to the school’s zebra crossing.  However, he considered that to extend housing beyond the extent of housing on the opposite side of the road would be wrong.  A poor argument had been put forward for the proposed employment site at Leigh Cross which could mean a poor outcome for Kingsbridge.  The town had already lost the likes of Burts Crisps and Fairford Electronics was to leave so he queried where the residents of the extra housing would be able to work.  Cllr Gilbert supported his fellow district councillor’s comments and suggested that the size of the employment site would be reduced with the surplus to go elsewhere in the district; ultimately this could mean more 2nd homes and housing for retired persons.  

Cllr Yates thanked Cllrs O’Callaghan, Gilbert and Howarth and stated that KTC was very fortunate to receive their reports which were much appreciated.  

10/93

URGENT BUSINESS

There were no items of urgent business.
10/94

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
10/95

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 October 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/96

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 19 October 2010 and 2 November 2010.  Cllr Gilbert commented that planning application 28/2130/10/F (conversion of barn to dwelling at Higher Centry, Kingsbridge) had not received planning officer support and was likely to be received at a forthcoming Development Management Committee for decision.   
10/97

POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 5 November 2010.  Members made comment on the 2 primary decisions: closure of the Community Centre for Kingsbridge project and request for a 2 year delay in implementation of DCC’s proposals for Pay and Display on-street parking.

Cllr Howarth hoped that future town councils would pursue the build of a community centre as it was much needed for the town.  Cllr Griffin paid tribute to former councillor Jim Romanos and Cllrs Binns, Howarth and Yates; he believed that nobody could have done more to achieve KTC’s aim.  Cllr Binns commented that an extraordinary Policy Committee would be organised shortly to discuss the way ahead.

Members thought it was excellent to see KTC working together with the Chamber of Commerce and Information Centre to try to influence the proposals for Pay and Display.  Cllr Howarth considered it was the wrong decision for Kingsbridge and was interference by bureaucrats at County Hall.  It would mean more street clutter, more hassle for shoppers, would put off visitors, and lead to car parking dispersal to other areas of the town.     

10/98

PREMISES LICENCES 
Members were in receipt of applications from retail stores regarding licensing hours for sale of alcohol.  Morrisons had requested an amendment to their current Premises Licence for sales 0600-2300 every day and Tesco had applied for a new Premises Licence for sales 0800-2030 Monday to Saturday and 1000-1630 on Sundays.  It was RECOMMENDED not to make any formal representations to SHDC however, the reply to note that KTC considered it was a bizarre situation whereby a retail store had the opportunity to apply for a licence to sell alcohol before/after a store physically opened, it would not wish for Morrisons to sell alcohol from 0600, and it was not particularly satisfied with the matter.

10/99

CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk reported on the following:

99.1
Remembrance Sunday – 14th November.  Members were requested to assemble at the Town Square by 10.30 a.m. for the traditional parade to the  

War Memorial and wreath laying service.

99.2
Membership of Committees.  It was identified that some committees would benefit from additional members until May 2011.  Cllr Wingate agreed to join the Planning Committee and Cllr Washington joined the Finance Committee.
99.3
SHDC/Local Councils Meeting – 3rd November.  Cllr Yates and the Clerk had attended the meeting which had discussed SHDC budgets, Localism agenda, joint service delivery with West Devon Borough Council, Landscape & Leisure Review, and revision of parish boundaries. 

99.4
DCC Tough Choices Presentation – 2nd November.  Cllr Yates and the Clerk had attended the briefing by County Cllr John Hart (DCC Leader) on current service delivery and problems facing DCC.  The audience had been tasked with an exercise of finding savings of £50 million.
99.5
SHDC & WDBC Joint Housing Strategy.  KTC had been invited to attend a group for key stakeholders to develop the above strategy at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 30th November at Follaton House, Totnes.  It was intended to meet twice per year alternatively in South Hams and West Devon.

99.6
Virginia Creeper – Quay House.  It was reported that the Creeper on the exterior walls of Quay House grew very quickly and was difficult to manage. Upon recent re-decoration, it had been cleared around windows and its height cut back to 2nd floor window sill height.  Members opinions were sought for future management.  It was agreed that the Virginia Creeper was an integral feature of the façade of Quay House however, it should be cut back to first floor window sill height and maintained at that height; growth on side walls should be cut in its entirety.    
99.7
Thank You Letters.  Received from the following to acknowledge recent Grant Aid funding:  Young Devon (Young Carers project), Spiritulized (Rest Centre project), Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group (Carbon Reduction project), and Cookworthy Museum (archives, education and heritage projects).
99.8
Salcombe-Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum.  KTC’s representative Cllr Binns would be absent for the Forum’s next meeting at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 30th November and members were made aware of the meeting should they wish to attend.

10/100
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
100.1  Cllr Balkwill reported on Kingsbridge Playspaces Group recent meeting with the Community Spaces Fund facilitator.  Much evidence of need was required in order to progress a funding bid for new equipment in Duncombe Park.  The facilitator had aired a dismal view of the present condition of the park.  It was hoped to gain funding from SHDC, SDCLAG and Community Spaces to enhance the park; KTC had already committed £5k and had input a planning application for a Spacenet climbing frame.
100.2
Cllr Griffin had attended meetings of the Police Cadets, Fair Week Committee and South Hams Home Start.  The Skate Park competition during the schools half-term holidays had gone well and he thanked the Gazette for their comprehensive report.  The next youth Chill Out event was to take place in the cellar of the Baptist Church and an under 18s disco was to take place at Coast nightclub on Friday 12th November.
100.3  Cllr Jeeninga had attended an Age Concern Committee.  There were some concerns over falling numbers for the luncheon club and it may be re-branded moreover, more volunteer cooks were required.  A Christmas Day lunch in 2009 had proved very successful and it would take place again this year at £6 per head.  

100.4
Cllr Washington had attended Kingsbridge Feoffees; a new tenant had been earmarked for a property at Allotment Gardens.

100.5
Cllr Binns had attended 3 meetings of the Carbon Reduction Working Group.  A public presentation would be held at Coasters coffee shop at 6.30 p.m. on Wednesday 24th November; keynote speaker was Chris Hines MBE (Eden Project and Surfers Against Sewage).  He had also attended meetings of Agenda 21 Group which had discussed proposals for youth café and carbon reduction, Cookworthy Museum where morale was high, Estuary Boat Club  and Option 7 (Community Alternative to Incineration).  

100.6
Cllr Yates, alongside Cllr Gilbert, had attended a South Hams (Kingsbridge) Hospital stakeholders meeting.  The new chemotherapy unit was at an advanced stage and the League of Friends had donated a further £20k towards the project.  They had been introduced to the newly appointed Matron.  He had also attended meetings of SHDC/Local Councils, DCC’s Tough Choices, SHDC’s DPD inspection, and Chamber of Commerce’s AGM.  He had helped to host last the recent Twinning Society visit and had been invited to become an honorary member of the Rotary Club for the remainder of his time as mayor.  Finally, he promoted a Fashion Show in aid of his mayor’s charities, Cookworthy Museum and Spiritulized, to be held at 7.15 p.m. on Thursday 18th November at Malborough Village Hall.  
10/101
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 9 November 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £13,963.46 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

10/102
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN
There was no business brought forward.
10/103
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

10/104
ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT

The Clerk reported that a works trial for a part-time post of Handyman had proved successful for a client from DCC’s Access to Employment scheme.  Members were mindful that employment, albeit on a casual basis, would incur expenditure over the allocated budget within the current financial year.  It was RECOMMENDED to support, in principle, the introduction of a part-time post of Handyman at 4 hours duration per week however, a cost/benefit analysis should be considered by forthcoming Finance/Property Committees.

10/105
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
105.1
Cllr Balkwill queried the large amount of fallen leaves in and around the Quay area and asked if this was a matter for SHDC’s operations team.  District Cllrs Gilbert and Haworth replied, on behalf of the Chairman, that they would take up the matter.

105.2
Cllr Binns asked what progress was being made regarding management of the trees in the Town Square and refit of surrounding paving slabs. District Cllr Howarth replied, on behalf of the Chairman, that SHDC’s Senior Engineer had met with the Tree Officer on-site the previous day and he would feedback with their findings.
The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.
Annex A to

KTC’s minutes dated 9 November 2010

Public Open Forum

Mr Graham Price, Chairman of Kingsbridge In Bloom, stated that the Group had organised an Egrets Evening at Kingsbridge Community College at 6.45 p.m. on Wednesday 17th November.  There would be a film showing birds on the estuary and a glass of wine on entry.  Tickets were available from the Kingsbridge Information Centre.  
Councillor Yates thanked Graham for highlighting the evening but identified that the event clashed with other meetings that evening including Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club and Chamber of Commerce.
