
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY

9th MARCH 2010 

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr David Thorning 




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil


District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Insp Phil Chivers

Sgt Jane Corkhill

One Member of Public




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

09/146
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bob Freeman, Kate Lynn, Jim Romanos and Jax Williams, and Jenni Briscoe (Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette).
Public Open Forum
Mr John Speed made the statement at Annex A.
09/147
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
147.1   Inspector Chivers reported on crime statistics for February 2010.  A total of 20 crimes had been committed, compared to 33 crimes in February 2009. 
The breakdown was:  theft of motor vehicle/taken without owners consent 2, theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 1, burglary (other) 1, theft/fraud 5, criminal damage 3, assault/violence 3, drugs 3, and others 1.

The assaults included offences of wounding and 2 actual bodily harm arising out a single incident.  One male had been arrested for the wounding and another male and female had been spoken to.  The offences appeared to have resulted from a number of earlier incidents during the same evening and there had been problems in pubs.  The drugs offences were 3 separate incidents and all had involved possession of controlled substances.  He further reported on the Neighbourhood Team’s activity which primarily had been planning for the summer events however, normal patrolling had continued and in particular follow-up visits had taken place to licensed premises following earlier test purchasing operations.
Cllr Griffin commented that Reverend Kyriakides-Yeldham was delighted that items stolen from his church had been recovered within 5 hours.  Insp Chivers had been very content with the operation however, the Crown Prosecution Service would not be pressing charges on the persons involved.
Insp Chivers and Sgt Corkhill left the Chamber.

147.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that DCC’s budget for financial year 2010/11 had increased by just under 2%.  Cuts had been made in care for the elderly; this was not unique to Devon and was prevalent throughout the country.  There may also be cuts to rural bus services however, no details were available to date and the Kingsbridge area should not be affected.  The part-night street lighting had commenced.  Kingsbridge Primary School had been granted £50k for an energy efficiency project.  The Local Government Review for Devon was rumbling on.  DCC had requested a judicial review in respect of the decision to support a unitary authority for Exeter as the authority considered that certain criteria had not been met.  The House of Lords were involved and an opposition debate was to be held by local MPs in parliament in an attempt to delay actioning the decision.  Finally, he had attended a meeting in Quay House with a DCC highways officer, KTC members, and members of public which had discussed many highways matters in the town.  He asked if a proposed working party to review residents parking schemes had met.  Cllr Binns and the Clerk replied that there had not been an opportunity to date however, the working party would be convened shortly.
147.3
District Cllr Howarth congratulated the town mayor and staff on the Civic Dinner which he considered to be one of the best he had attended and a vote of thanks was supported by members.  The planning service at SHDC was undergoing a thorough review and tangible results at local council level would be seen in due course.  Work was progressing with the Kingsbridge site allocations Development Planning Document (DPD) and it was very possible that a proposal for housing at site K1 North (north of Plymouth Road) may be deleted; to be replaced by mixed use brownfield sites identified by KTC.  It was unlikely however, that site K3 (Lower Union Road) could be developed before 2016 due to the complexities of land ownership in the locale.  He was pleased that funding had been realised for pedestrian safety works in Quay Car Park based on Cllr Romanos, and colleagues, proposals.  The works had gone out to tender.  The Hyder survey report on the cottage in the Recreation Ground had concluded that the building was safe but required renovation.  He noted that the Environment Agency had not supported the building of a new pavilion.  Finally, he had attended a meeting with the park’s Bowls Club alongside SHDC Landscape & Leisure officers.  Additionally, alongside Cllr Gilbert, he had visited the other town Bowls Club at Duncombe Park.  It was unlikely that the 2 clubs would amalgamate and there were no proposals for a merger.  Therefore the way forward for the Recreation Ground Club was self-help and possible collaboration with partners.  SHDC had offered to transfer the hut and bowling green to the Club.  Club officials were interested in holding talks with KTC.

147.4
District Cllr Gilbert reported DPCT’s complex care teams were deemed a success.  He remained hopeful that the 6 unmade beds at South Hams (Kingsbridge) Hospital would be utilised for chemotherapy patients.  The Minor Injuries Unit would open for the same hours during the summer months as in 2009 i.e. 9.00 a.m. until 7.00 p.m. reverting to closure at 5.00 p.m. thereafter.  He had attended a meeting with other agencies to discuss better signage to town car parks during Fair Week.  Lots of work had been completed and a comprehensive plan had been proposed for a colour coding system to direct motorists to individual car parks which he firmly supported and had championed some years ago.  The group wished to present their proposals to KTC shortly.  The car park at the former Western Power Distribution plant would be named Lower Union Road Car Park; permit holders including commuter passes would be allowed to park there.  A meeting was being held that evening at Hope Cove regarding the lifeguard service and its funding.  A boiler scrappage scheme was underway for persons who wished to replace old household boilers; SHDC held all relevant information.  The skate park would commence build on 19th April with an expectation of 2 weeks to completion.  A meeting was planned with Devon Youth Service to be followed by a meeting of the Working Group itself.  Finally, Plane trees in the town square would be pollarded very shortly however, he noted that the grate and paving around one particular tree was a concern due to ‘lifting’ by the tree’s roots.  

Cllr Griffin commented that a meeting had been arranged with Matt Pink, DCC Youth Worker and the Clerk on 15th March.  

147.5
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that unfortunately she had been unable to attend the Civic Dinner and gave her apologies.  Devon Home Choice, a housing letting scheme that covered the whole of Devon, had gone live in February.  It detailed council and housing association homes available to let in the county.  She considered it to be good news that the De Vey Fun Fair was coming to town shortly with rides at 90 pence.  Finally, the DPD was progressing and the next SHDC full council meeting would receive it for ratification; thereafter a formal public consultation would take place, and the Inspector would assess in the autumn with anticipated publication in 2011.  Alongside District Cllrs Gilbert & Howarth she had met with Forward Planning Team officers recently to discuss matters.  As she had stated at the previous meeting she did not support Proposals K1, K6 and site no.9, had reservations regarding Proposal K5, and had voted against the entire process at SHDC.  She recognised that her own view was not the majority view.

Cllr Binns commented that it was announced at the SH Strategic Partnership meeting the previous day that the Strategic Infrastructure Delivery (SID) repport had been completed; to be received shortly.  Moreover, the process had been assessed by the Inspector and had received support.
09/148
URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr Yates reported there was one item of urgent business to be taken at agenda item 09/159.
09/149
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Binns declared a personal interest in agenda item 09/153: “Planning Application”.
09/150
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 9 February 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

09/151
PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16 February 2010. 

09/152
POLICY COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 12 February 2010.  It was noted that persons requesting tenancy for the new affordable homes at Derby Road had to be on the South Hams housing register in order to be considered by Kingsbridge Feoffees.
09/153
PLANNING APPLICATION 

It was RESOLVED to recommend the approval of planning permission for application 28/0219/10/F; householder application for alterations to windows and roof of sun lounge to front of property at Larkin House, 47 Embankment Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1LA.

09/154
FUTURE OPTIONS FOR SERVICE DELIVERY OF SHDC SERVICES
Members were in receipt of Devon Association of Parish Council’s (DAPC) 
questionnaire regarding future options for service delivery following a pilot scheme carried out by Stokenham and neighbouring parish councils.  Members had also received background information and a submission from Cllr Romanos, KTC’s lead member.  Answers to the questionnaire were agreed on a question by question basis.  It was RESOLVED to submit KTC’s completed questionnaire to DAPC.  
09/155
KINGSBRIDGE PUBLIC SPACES PROJECT – RECREATION GROUND FLOODING

Cllr Balkwill gave a situation report on flooding at the Recreation Ground.  Requests had been made to SHDC over the past 12 months to review operations regarding the ingress of water at the front of the park bordering Embankment Road.  The flooding had become much worse during the period than ever witnessed previously.  Following a meeting held with Paul Taper, SHDC engineer, on 1st March it transpired that there were neither operating procedures nor a maintenance schedule for the estuary pumps.  Charles Smith, local water engineer, had assisted at the meeting.  If the pumps had been operated effectively then the amount of flooding would have significantly decreased and damage to the park avoided.  Effectively members of public would have to walk past a swamp to reach the new play areas currently under construction and parts of the ground were unlikely to recover from the effects of saltwater logging.  Indeed, it was considered that the matter presented itself as a Health & Safety risk.  It was perceived that the negligence was due to a combined lack of action from property services, electrical and grounds maintenance staff.  It was RESOLVED for a letter to be sent to David Incoll, SHDC Chief Executive, expressing KTC’s dissatisfaction with regard to flooding at the Recreation Ground; to be copied to Cllrs Tucker & Carson and Ken Carter, Head of Landscape & Leisure.   
09/156
CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk reported on the following matters:

156.1
Public Footpath No.15.  KTC’s request for a Modification Order to add Footpath No.15 to the Kingsbridge Definitive Map was received at DCC’s Public Rights of Way Committee held on 1st March.  The Order was confirmed by unanimous vote and DCC’s confirmation letter was awaited.  A press release would be issued. 

156.2
DCC (Control of Waiting & Clearway) Amendment Order.  Members were made aware at the last meeting of the proposals from DCC for ‘no waiting’ restrictions to be introduced in Balkwill Road on access to Kingsbridge Community College.  KTC had not made any representations however, West Alvington Parish Council while in support of the proposals had raised several matters of concern.  
156.3
Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area – Parish Cluster Meeting.  The next meeting was to be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 24 May 2010; host local council/venue to be determined.  Agenda items had been requested by SHDC.  Members proposed feedback from SHDC/DAPC regarding future options for service delivery. 
156.4
Presentations to KTC.  Ian Gibson, Harbour Master, would present a report on current Kingsbridge-Salcombe Estuary matters at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 23rd March.  Graham Price would follow and provide a briefing on Kingsbridge In Bloom plans for summer 2010.
156.5
Sport Hub Working Group.  The proposed Working Group had been agreed that evening within the Policy Committee recommendations from 12th February.  The meeting would take place at 1000 on Thursday 18th March.

156.6
Casual Vacancy.  A Public Notice had featured in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette dated 5th March alerting parishioners of Kingsbridge North Ward to a vacancy on KTC.  It detailed that unless 10 or more electors by 25th March submitted a request for an election to be held then KTC may take steps to fill the vacancy by co-option.
156.7
David T Rowland & Sons Fun Fair.  The company had applied to SHDC for the Fun Fair to attend Fair Week at 6.00 p.m. on a Friday and operate through to Saturday the following week in years 2011, 2012 and 2013.  SHDC had agreed to one additional year.
156.8
Simon De Vey Fun Fair.  A proposal for the visit of the De Vey Fun Fair had been discussed at the last meeting.  SHDC had been informed that members were not content for a Fun Fair to be sited at either Quay Car Park or Duncombe Park.  SHDC had approved the Fun Fair to set-up in the Cattle Market Car Park on Tuesday 16th and to operate Wednesday 17th to Saturday 20th March inclusive. 

156.9
Citizen of the Year Prize.  John & Rosemary Speed had requested members to sign the reverse of their prize. 
156.10  Energy Audit Training Course.  Members were informed of the course to be held at Buckfastleigh Town Hall on Thursday 25th March.

156.11  Devon Home Choice.  The weekly letting information, mentioned in District Cllr O’Callaghan’s report, would be available on the Quay House noticeboard.
09/157
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
157.1   Cllr Binns had attended the SH Strategic Partnership meeting the previous day, the theme had been affordable housing, and he would make a report to the next Policy Committee meeting.

157.2
Cllr Gilbert had attended a recent meeting of the Chamber of Commerce; amongst others, car parking issues had been discussed.

157.3
Cllr Griffin had attended a Police Cadets meeting and the Drugs Awareness Course held at Baptist Church.  He had also attended a meeting of KM United FC; the club was delighted with S.106 funding of £15k towards their new changing rooms.

157.4
Cllr Balkwill had attended Cookworthy Museum’s annual general meeting.  The current Chairman was to step down in June 2010 and new members were required on the Management Committee.  Finances remained tight however, new displays had been organised and the Meteorological Office had been involved on a weather project. 
09/158
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 9 March 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £9,048.53 be approved and signed by the Chairman.

09/159
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:


JUBILEE PIER, SALCOMBE
Cllr Yates informed members of one item of urgent business relating to a letter from Cllr Brazil, Chairman of Salcombe Harbour Board, to Cllr Tucker, Leader of SHDC, which had been distributed to members.  It reported that Jubilee Pier may be taken out of service for the coming season and running repairs may still not allow the Kingsbridge Ferry to operate.  It summarised the Board’s deep concern regarding the future of the Pier and the potential adverse impact on public safety and tourism within Salcombe.  It requested SHDC to make temporary repairs and subsequently a total rebuild.  Cllr Binns proposed a letter to SHDC reporting KTC’s own concerns and support for the Board’s findings; Cllr Gilbert gave further information that the situation was of real concern.  It was RESOLVED for a letter to be sent to Cllr Tucker, Leader of SHDC, reporting KTC’s concerns regarding the condition of Jubilee Pier, Salcombe, the importance of retention of the ferry service to Kingsbridge, and support for a solution to be realised; to be copied to SHDC’s Chief Executive, Salcombe Harbour Master, Salcombe Town Council, Kingsbridge and Salcombe Information Centres.    
09/160
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions to the Chairman.
The meeting closed at 9.15  p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex A:   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes 
dated 9 March 2010
Public Open Forum

Mr John Speed stated that the recent felling of Ash trees at Kingsbridge Community Garden, off Fore Street, had been met with much support from neighbours in Museum Court.  Replacement planting would take place.

Chairman’s Response
Cllr Yates thanked Mr Speed for his statement.
