
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY
9th FEBRUARY 2010 

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil

District Councillor Denise O’Callaghan

Insp Phil Chivers

Jenni Briscoe, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette

Nine Members of Public




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

09/127
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Kate Lynn, David Thorning and Jax Williams; and County Cllr Sir Simon Day.
Public Open Forum
There were no statements or questions from members of public

09/128
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
128.1   Inspector Chivers reported on crime statistics for January 2010.  A total of 24 crimes had been committed, compared to 30 crimes in January 2009.  The breakdown was:  theft of motor vehicle/taken without owners consent 1, theft/fraud 11, criminal damage 2, assault/violence 7, drugs 2, and others 1.
He highlighted the incidents regarding assault/violence.  A malicious wounding/grievous bodily harm (GBH) incident had occurred in licensed premises; a hand had been cut by a person using a broken bottle.  A male had attempted to steal a car while the driver was inside; he had punched the driver’s face, had been charged with an offence of GBH, and was currently on remand in prison.  A wounding has arisen from a dispute between persons in a private dwelling regarding a boundary issue; the offender had been arrested and was on bail.  A male had assaulted another by punching his face while sat in a car at a recycling centre.  There had also been a child on child assault, an affray arising out of a neighbourhood dispute, and a youth on youth assault following an incident at school.  A male had been arrested for 2 thefts at Quayside Leisure Centre however, there remained 2 undetected thefts at the same location regarding Ipods and mobile phones.  In other incidents a dinghy had been stolen and building materials had been taken from the garden of a dwelling undergoing renovation.  As a result of a passive drugs dog (PADS) operation cannabis had been found on a person in a public place and a similar charge had been made during a routine stop check.  The PADS operation had been held on 22 January 2010.  A number of licensed premises had been visited which involved the Neighbourhood Team working alongside Special Constables.  On 29 January 2010 a Trading Standards Operation had been undertaken.  All premises visited had passed however, drinks poured to serve to youngsters had only been challenged at the last minute upon the presence of officers.  Follow-up work was being conducted by Sgt Corkhill.  The Police Licensing Department had carried out a complete check of the Ship Inn; it was deemed to be in poor order and had been closed.  The Traffic Department had been in the area for 2 days; numerous tickets and warnings had been issued.  The operation had been conducted because of complaints received regarding high speed and ‘boy racers’ in the Quay area and along Embankment Road.  Local patrol officers were paying particular attention to the Slipway area, at the end of Quay Car Park, where there had been reports of issues again regarding noise and anti-social behaviour.  Finally, Insp Chivers invited members to the Police Authority Liaison Meeting to be held in Wembury War Memorial Hall at 7.30 p.m. on 15 February 2010.

Cllr Romanos reported that he had attended SHDC’s Budget Meeting; the report from the Superintendent and Deputy Chairman of the Police Authority had been excellent.  The Fire & Rescue Service had also been good however, DCC’s presentation was poor.  Cllr Yates thanked Insp Chivers for his report.    

Insp Chivers left the Chamber.
128.2   County Cllr Brazil noted Cllr Romanos’ comments regarding the SHDC Budget Meeting and advised that DCC’s administration had changed recently.  The Cabinet would consider the budget for financial year 2010/11 the following day and full council would receive their findings on 18 January 2010.  It was likely that there would be cuts in care provision for the elderly however, DCC did not own homes in the Kingsbridge area.  Part-night street lighting for Kingsbridge (12.30 a.m. to 5.30 a.m.) would commence within 2 weeks; no representations had been received to date from the locale.  There had been no progress regarding the proposal to introduce on-street car parking charges however, it remained DCC policy.  He was aware that Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce was opposed and he would work hard to resist it.  The Local Government Review for Devon decision was imminent; there was a rumour that Exeter would become a unitary authority and for the remainder of Devon to retain the current 2 tier system of county and district/borough authorities.  The situation was chaotic and he had tabled a motion for the forthcoming full council meeting that DCC should not co-operate with central government and ought to progress with local issues.   
Cllr Yates stated that DCC Highways officers were due to meet with members, local residents and Chamber of Commerce members the following day to progress a range of local matters including the proposal for on-street pay and display car parking.
128.3   District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that the consultation period for the Kingsbridge DPD ended the following day.  She had encouraged people to get involved and at the public meeting held on 2 February 2010 she noted that members of public had concerns with the proposal for Site K1 (North West of Kingsbridge), that greenfield sites had received criticism, and brownfield sites were favoured for development.  She further noted that KTC had supported Sustainability Threshold Assessment Site No.9 located behind the Community College.  She did not support Proposals K1, K6 (Leigh Cross) and site no.9.  Indeed, she had voted against the whole process at SHDC.  Moreover, she considered that there had been little consultation time available and SHDC should have involved the public at a much earlier stage.
SHDC’s budget for financial year 2010/11 would increase by 2.95% meaning £3.86 per annum more on a Band ‘D’ council tax; it was however, the third lowest in Devon.  Car parking charges would increase by 10 pence on the majority of charges; she had voted against the proposal.  Parking permits would also be increased in price.  New street sweeping vacuum cleaners were to be purchased and an Anti-Social Behaviour Officer would be employed.  Finally, a Fun Fair had been proposed for either March or April by Simon De-Vey with rides to be offered at 99 pence.  A hard standing or grassed area was required e.g. Duncombe Park.  

Cllr Yates commented that the DPD proposals had only been received on 14 January 2010 and therefore the town council had reacted very quickly to get information into the public domain.  

Cllr Romanos noted SHDC as having the 3rd lowest council tax in Devon and queried where it rated regarding car parking charges.  Cllr O’Callaghan replied that, anecdotally, she believed the charges were high.

128.4   District Cllr Gilbert reported that the Kingsbridge DPD featured as an agenda item at that evening’s meeting.  He did not support the increase in car parking charges and had abstained from the vote at SHDC.  He had received some very recent information regarding the proposal to build a Tesco supermarket in the town.  Tesco would build the store in accordance with the scheme already approved and would not submit a further planning application.  Some small scale works would commence with immediate effect.  A rubbish bin had been installed at the junction of Dodbrooke and Washabrook Lanes after 3 years of lobbying.  Finally, all 3 district councillors had supported the proposal for Kingsbridge to host the De-Vey Fun Fair.

128.5   District Cllr Howarth reported that the reason for haste with the South Hams’ DPDs was the requirement for progress with the build of affordable housing in the district.  SHDC had a £1.3m budget gap to fill; this had resulted in higher car parking charges and job losses.  District councils would need to meet financial cuts of 25% over the next 4 years.  It was a dire situation and a result of the recession.  He had supported some kind of unitary authority in order to alleviate the current situation.  SHDC was reviewing all its services and may have to give up some of the discretionary services currently supplied.  Town and parish council precepts accounted for a total of £1.3m of the council tax collected by SHDC and therefore efficiencies had to be levelled at local councils too and they needed to plan ahead accordingly.  He had been made aware of a budget to develop a dinghy park at Brittons Field which he felt was totally inappropriate.  

Cllr Balkwill asked which location had been agreed to host the De-Vey Fun Fair as a grassed area, such as Duncombe Park, would be ruined for the remainder of the year.  Works were due in Quay Car Park and therefore that could not be considered.  Cllr O’Callaghan replied that a decision had not been made to date for the event to be held either 8-23 March or 9-25 April and the Cattle Market Car Park was a possibility.       
09/129
URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr Yates reported there was one item of urgent business to be taken at agenda item 09/141:  “Youth Project”.
09/130
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Howarth and Romanos declared personal interests in agenda item 09/145 “Citizen of the Year”.

Cllr Gilbert declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 09/133 “Kingsbridge DPD” (Proposal K4).
Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 09/133 “Kingsbridge DPD” (Proposal STA Site No.9).
09/131
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 12 January 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

09/132
PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 19 January 2010 and 2 February 2010. 
County Cllr Brazil and 5 members of public left the Chamber during the following agenda item. 

09/133
KINGSBRIDGE SITE ALLOCATIONS DEVELOMENT PLAN DOCUMENT (DPD)
SHDC’s Site Allocation proposals for Kingsbridge (including maps), Sustainability Threshold Assessments, and all representations from members of public copied to KTC had been made available for sighting in the Council Chamber.  Members were also in receipt of the observations of the DPD working group following a meeting with SHDC Forward Planning Officers held on 12 January 2010, and were further informed by a listing of Statements & Questions from members of public at the Kingsbridge DPD Public Meeting held on 2 February 2010.  A full debate took place on the DPD proposals.  It was RESOLVED to forward to SHDC the comments at Annex A regarding the Kingsbridge DPD proposals.   
09/134
KINGSBRIDGE TOWN BUS SERVICE

Members were in receipt of a proposal from Tally Ho Coaches Ltd to improve 

the current Town Bus Service 160 which the company provided via a DCC contract.  The service would complete 3 separate circular routes around the town every hour from 0905 to 1754 Monday to Friday (0905 to 1354 Saturdays) and all routes would take passengers up Fore Street.  A special route would be provided for schools Monday to Friday at the start and finish of the school day.  A modern vehicle, Optare Solo SE with 23 seats, would be provided for the service.  Support was required from DCC as the 160 Service was subsidised.  It was RESOLVED to support Tally Ho Coaches Ltd proposed new route and timetable for the Town Bus Service.       
09/135
PUBLIC OPEN SPACES

Cllr Balkwill, Public Spaces lead member, provided a situation report on the Kingsbridge Public Open Spaces Project.  Unfortunately there had been slow progress on the children’s play space and steep slope play area in the Recreation Ground.  A real concern was a funding deficit circa £30/40k which had determined that a slide had had to be forfeited however, there would be an opportunity to build it at a later date.  SHDC had agreed contracts with equipment suppliers and it was anticipated that work would commence the following week.  Flooding at the front of the park and the condition of the Cottage remained unresolved.  Mor landscape architects were to produce detailed drawings for Duncombe Park; again progress had been slow.  Cllr Romanos, Wendy Bolt (Chairman, Play Spaces Committee) and herself had met recently with SHDC’s Landscape & Leisure team.  She also thanked all 3 District Councillors for their help and assistance.  Ross Kennerley had been recently appointed as new lead officer for the Kingsbridge project.      
09/136
TOWN SQUARE SUSTAINABLE PLANTING PROJECT

Members were in receipt of a proposal from Kingsbridge In Bloom for a planting project adjacent to the bus station and town square.  At present a large highways route sign and street lamp obstructed the view from Ilbert Road, Fore Street and Bridge Street and it would be beneficial if they could be removed to ‘open up’ the entire area.  It was RESOLVED to write to DCC requesting for the directions signage to be removed without replacement, and for the street lamp to be relocated, at the junction of Prince of Wales Road and the Promenade.
09/137
COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR KINGSBRIDGE (CCK)

Members were in receipt of a review of KTC’s business plan for CCK provided by Karen Bridgford (DCC Economy Unit).  She concluded that the community centre would provide a significant, new-build facility in a key Devon market town and suggested the project needed to focus on long term profitability by appealing to, and accommodating, a wider range of community uses at realistic user rates.  Cllr Howarth, CCK lead member, reported that the key matter was the need for other partners in order for DCC to commit monies from its Investment In Devon fund.     
09/138
CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk reported on the following matters:

138.1
Devon NHS Cluster Managers.  Lee Baxter and Lindsey Jeffrey had been appointed for the Ivybridge/Yealm and Kingsbridge areas on a job share basis.  They wished to introduce themselves to members at the outset of a forthcoming town council meeting and the Clerk had made them aware of recent issues regarding Kingsbridge Hospital. 

138.2
Part-Night Lighting.  DCC Street Lighting had advised that Kingsbridge would be converted to part-night lighting (switch off 12.30 a.m. to 5.30 a.m.) during the next 2 weeks. 

138.3
Re-Dedication of Dodbrooke Church Bells.  The Bishop of Plymouth would rededicate the church bells on 14 March 2010 at 10.30 a.m. followed by a light lunch.  Prebendary Tony Kyriakides-Yeldham had invited members to attend.

138.4
DCC (Control of Waiting & Clearway) Amendment Order.  DCC was currently consulting on an Order for:  no waiting at any time, and no waiting Monday to Friday 8.30-9.15 a.m. and 2.45-3.30 p.m. at locations in Balkwill Road adjacent to Kingsbridge Community College.  Objections, and other comments, to be made by 26 February 2010. 

138.5
SHDC and Town Councils Meeting.  Cllr Yates and the Clerk had attended the meeting held on 27 January 2010.  Agenda items included:

1. LGR and Integrated Devon.

2. Initial feedback from DAPC events re: delivery of services.

3. Future management of Play Areas/Open Spaces.

4. Mobile CCTV proposal by Ivybridge TC.

5. DPD timetable and outcomes.

6. DCC sale/transfer of assets.
138.6
Destination Kingsbridge Meeting.  Cllr Yates and the Clerk had attended the meeting held on 14 January 2010.  An interesting agenda would be received at the next meeting to be held on 11 February 2010 at 6.00 p.m.

138.7
Police Authority Liaison Meeting.  Next South Hams meeting was to be held at Wembury War Memorial Hall on Monday 15 February 2010 at 7.30 p.m.  County Cllr Sir Simon Day and Insp Chivers would be present.
138.8
Community Safety Forum Event.  KTC had been invited to the next meeting to be held at the Watermark, Ivybridge on 25 February 2010 at 12.30 to 4.00 p.m.
138.9
Rotary Club of Kingsbridge Open Day.  KTC had been invited to the event to be held at the Market Hall, Kingsbridge on 23 February 2010 at 9.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  The theme was:  “Thanks for Life – End Polio Now”. 
138.10  Civic Dinner.  The Clerk requested returns to Reception by 12 February 2010.
09/139
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
139.1   Cllr Binns had attended meetings of Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group, Friends of Combe Royal and the Police Liaison Committee.

139.2   Cllr Howarth had attended a meeting of Friends of Combe Royal; the group was struggling to find finances to make an offer to purchase the grounds.

139.3
Cllr Griffin had attended meetings of KM United, Walkers Are Welcome, South Hams Home Start, Kingsbridge In Bloom and Kingsbridge Police Cadets.  He promoted a Drugs Awareness Course commencing at the Baptist Church on 25 February 2010.
139.4
Cllr Romanos had attended SHDC’s Budget Meeting for town and parish councils.

139.5
Cllr Washington, alongside Cllr Balkwill, had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Feoffees.  She reported that the affordable housing development at Derby Road was ahead of schedule.  The 3 properties were light and spacious and it was anticipated that tenants would be able to move in by end August 2010.  The Clerk would contact Mr Fitch, Feoffees’ Secretary, to arrange a visit for members.

09/140
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 9 February 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £12,783.78 be approved and signed by the Chairman.

09/141
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:

YOUTH PROJECT

Cllr Balkwill advised that £300 remained in the Youth Projects budget; £200 

having been disbursed to date shared by 1st and 2nd Kingsbridge Girl Guides.  She reported that Kingsbridge Rugby Club had organised a major trip abroad for its youth teams and was seeking further donations to supplement its own funding.  Members agreed that this was a very worthwhile cause which should be supported.  It was RESOLVED to grant £300 to Kingsbridge Rugby Club for its youth tour abroad in 2010.  
09/142
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Howarth asked if the Devon Association of Parish Council’s (DAPC) questionnaire (regarding future options for delivery of current SHDC services) had been received.  The Clerk, on behalf of Cllr Yates, replied that it had not.   
09/143
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be
transacted, it was advisable in the public interest, that the public and press be temporarily excluded.
Members of public and the press left the Chamber.
09/144
UNALLOCATED
09/145
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Members received 17 applications for 7 persons.  It was RESOLVED to select Mrs Rosemary and Mr John Speed as Kingsbridge Citizens of the Year 2010. 
The meeting closed at 10.30 p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex A:   
South Hams Local Development Framework – Site Allocation Development Plan Document (DPD) for Kingsbridge - Comments.

