
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2009 

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil


District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Inspector Phil Chivers




Three Parishioners




Jenni Briscoe, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Stephen Peacock, Torbay Herald Express




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

At the outset of the meeting Cllr Yates congratulated the Kingsbridge Skate Park Working Group for achieving planning permission to build a permanent skate park.  This had been the result of many years’ work and Cllr Gilbert would report on the matter shortly.
09/50

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr David Thorning.
Public Open Forum
Mrs Lisa Moore, Mr John Speed and Mr Philip Pritchard made the statements at Annex A.

09/51
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
51.1
Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for the previous 2 months.  A total of 41 crimes had been committed in July 2009, compared to 37 crimes in July 2008.  In August 2009 a total of 20 crimes had been committed, compared to 36 crimes in August 2008.  An overall reduction of 12 crimes over the summer period.  The breakdown was:  theft of motor vehicle/taking without owners consent 1, theft from motor vehicle 4, criminal damage to motor vehicle 5, burglary (dwelling) 1, theft/fraud 14, criminal damage 12, assault/violence 15, drugs 4, and others 5.  The burglary (dwelling) incident concerned cash stolen from a purse left on a kitchen table, in full view, with the kitchen door left open.  In July 2009 the assaults included domestic incidents between daughters in the same household; actual bodily harm on a foreign visitor in a nightclub (the offender had been dealt with); 2 separate incidents a week apart committed by the same female while drunk (arrested and on Police bail); an assault by a male with mental health issues on PC Chesworth during Fair Week; 4 linked offences arising out a single incident outside Fusions nightclub which involved a group of girls fighting foreign nationals; and an incident of common assault in the street.
A local male had been arrested after the execution of a warrant regarding animal protection legislation.  A Gosshawk had been held in captivity and the Force Wildlife Liaison Officer was dealing with the incident; the person was on Police bail.  A Police and Trading Standards operation had led to 2 offences of supplying alcohol to under 18s (in public houses not off-licences).  During August 2009 a common assault involved a couple living in supervised accommodation and other agencies were to take action to resolve problems; a male had hit and stamped on the head of another leading to charges of wounding/gross bodily harm and possession of drugs; a further common assault followed an argument between bus passengers; and a male had been cautioned over ‘excessive chastisement’ of a child in a public place (Social Services had engaged in the matter).  A summary of the year to date detailed 113 offences in total compared to 165 in 2008; a reduction of 32%.  Finally, Insp Chivers reported on the Neighbourhood Team’s activity.  Resources had focused on the Music Festival and Fair Week and officers had been deployed across the South Hams to similar events.  The team was currently working with the Estuary Boat Club’s Boatwatch in an attempt to reduce marine crime.
Cllr Binns asked if marine crime had increased over the summer months.  Insp Chivers responded that it continued to occur but there had been no significant increase.  Locals were very trusting and were advised to take better security measures.  The Harbour Master issued visitors with a package on arrival which included crime protection advice.  There did not appear to be as many ‘travelling criminals’ but he remained uncomfortable with the degree of marine crime.

Cllr Gilbert asked whether CCTV was playing its part in reducing crime and anti-social behaviour.  Insp Chivers replied that the CCTV worked hand in hand with the Police on the beat.  It made people behave better in the town square area and had the benefit of reinforcing areas which were not as well covered by uniformed officers.  Cllr Binns queried whether the CCTV cameras had led to displacement elsewhere.  Insp Chivers replied that young people needed to come into the town centre and town square area.  They were very aware of the presence of CCTV which had the effect of moderating their behaviour therefore it reduced incidents rather than creating displacement.   
Cllr Yates thanked Insp Chivers for his report and gave his thanks to the Neighourhood Police Team for their continued efforts.
Insp Chivers & Cllr Romanos left the Chamber

51.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that during a time of recession it was good to see crime figures being reduced.  DCC’s Cabinet had agreed a policy of pay and display for on street car parking which would be consulted upon.  His own personal view would be steered by the thoughts of the Chamber of Commerce as it was their livelihood that the decision would impact upon.  In Totnes, the local Chamber of Commerce had been in favour of the introduction of pay and display meters in Fore Street as they anticipated a higher turnover of shoppers however, there were pros and cons for such a scheme.  He had been contacted by several townspeople regarding civil parking enforcement, overzealous enforcement officers and displacement parking.  Resident parking schemes had been requested for the Redford estate and Knowle House Close.  He considered that a meeting should be held shortly to discuss such matters, with all parties involved, in order to review the current situation.  Finally, he reported that while previously the member responsible for DCC property he had been aware that Coombe Royal had been inefficient to run as the offices for Adult Services.  However, he was disappointed that he had not been informed of the decision to offload and serve notice on the Meadow Project and allotment holders to vacate.  He had had talks with Dr Rees regarding purchase of the gardens from DCC for use as a community resource.  DCC was duty bound to raise monies and manage its property portfolio as efficiently as possible.

Cllr Yates thanked Cllr Brazil for his report noting that KTC would consider the proposal for pay and display car parking and residents parking schemes.  He noted that DCC Highways had previously alerted KTC to the requirement for pay and display parking charges in order to pay for the administration and enforcements costs associated with residents parking.  Cllr Binns asked if the locations for pay and display had been agreed and whether there would be a forthcoming public consultation.  Cllr Brazil replied that all on-street car parking would need to be considered for pay and display and a full consultation process would be required.  In Totnes, 30 minutes parking cost 20 pence and one hour cost 40 pence.  Cllr McGing enquired whether SHDC would also review its own car parking charges at the same time as the implementation of any DCC changes.  Cllrs Gilbert and Howarth noted that SHDC had not increased its parking charges for the current financial year but may look at increases linked to inflation rates in future years.  Finally, Cllr Lynn commented that SHDC’s commuter parking permits could be better promoted; Cllr Yates noted that a commuter permit worked out at around 55 pence per day.    
51.3
District Cllr Gilbert reported that he was delighted that the Development Control Committee had voted unanimously to permit the build of a permanent skate park in Quay Car Park.  The decision had seen the end of 5 years of work and much progress had been made by current members since May 2007.  Similar to the completed refurbishment of the tennis courts and soon to be refitted play areas in the parks it would give the town’s young people another outlet for their sport of choice.  In particular, the skate park would be managed and security would be much enhanced as CCTV would oversee the area.  However, he also recognised that not everyone would share his enthusiasm.  The skate park would be built over the winter to open early Spring 2010.  
51.4
District Cllr Howarth reported that he had met with Paul Taper, SHDC engineer, to consider proposed safety improvements to Quay Car Park by way of pedestrians crossings.  There were however, some issues regarding the proximity of the Tumbly Hill development and adjacent Public Footpath No 1.  His fellow district councillors and himself were to preview the draft Kingsbridge Development Planning Document (DPD) on 21 September 2009.  The Local Government Review for Devon remained a work in progress due to ongoing judicial reviews elsewhere which impacted on the proposals for the county.  Finally, KTC’s bid for community centre funding from SHDC’s Investment in the Community Initiative was due to be received by SHDC’s Executive Committee on 10 September 2009. 
51.5
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that DCC Youth Service had organised a temporary skate park event on Friday 11 September 2009 aimed at 13 to 19 year olds.  This would form part of the South Hams Street Scene Festival which had taken place in other towns.  She supported proposed pedestrian safety enhancements to Quay Car Park which she suggested could be actioned at the same time as the building of the permanent skate park.  The plans were due to be presented when District Cllr Hawkins attended an informal meeting with KTC on 22 September 2009.
09/52

URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.
09/53

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

09/54

TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received a report of Cllr Yates civic duties from May to August 2009.
09/55

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 14 July 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

09/56

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 21 July 2009, 11 August 2009 and 1 September 2009.  Cllr Freeman reported on all salient matters contained within the minutes.
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
09/57

POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 4 September 2009.

09/58

EXPANSION OF CCTV

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the extraordinary Property Committee held on 4 August 2009.  An amendment to the proposal was not Seconded; and therefore was not put to the vote.  The original Recommendation to install CCTV cameras in Duncombe Park, Recreation Ground and Quay Car Park was carried; noting that negotiations were required with other public bodies prior to development.    

District Cllr O’Callaghan, Cllr Binns and a member of public left the Chamber  
09/59

CLERK’S REPORT
59.1
Concessionary Bus Fares.  Following a resolution at the previous council meeting to request clarity from SHDC regarding the national bus pass scheme and concessionary bus fares, the Strategic Director (Community) had replied (SHDC’s SD(C)/AR/VB dated 13 August 2009); copies had been placed in members’ pigeon holes.

59.2
Compensation Order – Damage to Bandstand.  On 13 June 2009 the wooden cladding on the Bandstand was damaged.  Images captured on CCTV had allowed Police to investigate the incident.  At South Devon Magistrates Court on 20 August 2009 the court ordered a local person to pay compensation of £100.00 to KTC.

59.3
Request for information under Freedom of Information Act 2000 –

Kingsbridge Skate Park.  Mr B T Hayden, West View Lodge, off Embankment Road, Kingsbridge had asked several questions in an email dated 11 August 2009 under the FOI Act regarding KTC’s planning application for a skate park.  The Town Clerk had replied on 18 August 2009, and supplied copies of all minutes from meetings of the Skate Park Working Group.

59.4
20 mph Zones and Limits.  DCC had reported (letter dated 15 July 2009) that an investigation had been conducted into the benefits and problems regarding 20 mph zones and limits.  After discussion at DCC’s Executive Committee a joint statement had been issued by DCC and Devon & Cornwall Constabulary which reported  that people killed and seriously injured on the highway network in Devon had reduced by 31% since 1998.  Moreover, the organisations were committed to 20 mph restrictions where appropriate.

59.5
French Market.  To take place 9.00 a.m to 4.30 p.m. on Friday 11 September 2009 in the town square.
59.6
Skate Park Event.  As detailed in District Cllr O’Callaghan’s report, Devon Youth Service had sponsored and was to host a Skate Park event in Quay Car Park at 4.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. on Friday 11 September 2009.

59.7
South Hams Strategic Partnership.  A ‘Competitive Local Economy’ theme meeting was to take place on Monday 14 September 2009 at 2.00 p.m. in the Dining Room, Follaton House, Totnes.  KTC’s nominated representative Cllr Binns was unable to attend and Cllr McGing volunteered to attend in his place.
59.8
Police Authority Liaison Meeting – South Hams.  The next PALM was to be held on Monday 21 September 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Cary Room, Follaton House, Totnes.
59.9
The Bandstand Marathon.  On Sunday 27 September 2009, 120 concerts were to take place simultaneously across the UK in local parks and town centres in order to promote local musical talent.  Kingsbridge Bandstand would host Kingsbridge Community College’s Samba Band at 2.00 p.m.

59.10
Thank You Letters.  Letters had been received from:
· Peter Trembath, Chairman of Fair Week Committee, for members’ support of Fair Week, use of Quay House, Garage and Car Park, and for making the Glove Hanging and Floral Dance such an enjoyable occasion.

· Wendy Bolt, Secretary of Kingsbridge Play Spaces Group, for loan of gazebos for the Streamside event at Rack Park in June 2009.  The weather had been dreadful however, the gazebos had provided marvellous cover.

· William Turberfield, Ledbury Town Crier, for the support of the town mayor, councillors, sponsors and the town crier Roger Pinder, for their kind hospitality at the Kingsbridge Town Criers Competition on 25 July 2009.

09/60
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
60.1   Cllr Freeman, alongside Cllr Howarth and the Clerk, had attended SHDC’s Development Control presentation on their service review on 7 September 2009.  Notes would be received in due course.

60.2   Cllr Griffin had attended the last Concerts on the Quay event on 23 August 2009 and congratulated fellow Cllr Binns for making the afternoon so successful.  He had also attended events/meetings of Walkers Are Welcome, Fair Week, SHDC Development Control and the Town Criers’ Competition.

60.3   Cllr Washington had attended a meeting of the Rest Centre Committee and reported on the progress of Kingsbridge Feoffees’ affordable housing development at Derby Road.

60.4   Cllr Balkwill had attended the opening of Cookworthy Museum’s “Treasures of the Earth” exhibition which was very worthwhile.  She also reported on the progress of the Open Spaces project.  Moreover, she announced that the Play Spaces Group had been awarded £45,000 from the Playbuilder Fund in order to develop the sloped area in the Recreation Ground which she anticipated would be completed by March 2010.  The group led by Wendy Bolt had been complimented for making the best submission from the South Hams.  Finally, the play area at Trebblepark was due to be refitted the following week. 
60.5   Cllr Yates had attended the recent Kingsbridge Show.
09/61

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 8 September 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £31,878.93 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

09/62
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN
There was no business brought forward.
09/63

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions to the Chairman.

The meeting closed at 9.07 p.m.
…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes 

dated 8 September 2009

Public Open Forum

1.   Lisa Moore

Lisa stated that she had been a resident in the Westville area of town for 2 years.  Parking was a real issue due to the proximity of the Community College. For example, Waverley Road saw parked cars on both sides of its entire length during school days as teachers, other staff and 6th form students parked there.  While she accepted that residents had no right to a parking space outside their homes, the current situation had led to bad feeling between the Community College and residents.  It meant that waste collection vehicles could not negotiate the road and she feared that in an emergency a fire engine would not have access.  Therefore she considered that the matter constituted a safety hazard.  She had raised her concerns with District Cllr O’Callaghan; and County Cllr Sir Simon Day had suggested that she alerted the town council to the situation.     
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Yates thanked Lisa for her statement and reported that it was likely that car parking matters may be raised that evening; he invited comments from fellow members.  Cllrs Gilbert & Romanos suggested that car parking came under the auspices of DCC however, as a school governor she may wish to persuade her fellow governors to lobby the Community College to take action to alleviate the situation.  It was likely that a DCC Traffic Regulation Order would be consulted upon before too long and any traffic management changes to Westville could be proposed to be incorporated.  Cllr Washington noted that some years ago parking permits had been turned down by residents.  Insp Chivers reported that he would contact the Fire & Rescue Service regarding access to the area. 

2.   John Speed

John commented on the previous Public Open Forum statement.  He had noted Cllr Washington’s report and stated that every road in the vicinity of the Community College had requested different non-resident time limitations for parking and therefore no agreement had been made.  However, double yellow lines i.e. no waiting had been painted on all corners recently in order to improve vehicular access.  

Furthermore, he stated that he was concerned to hear that Coombe Royal and its adjacent land, situated on the outskirts of Kingsbridge, had been put up for sale by DCC.  All staff were to transfer to Newton Abbot and the grounds, occupied by the Meadow Project and allotment holders, had been given notice to vacate.  This would mean that a valuable resource to the community would be lost.  

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Yates replied that the town council was not aware of the sale and clarity would be sought from DCC.  
3.   Philip Pritchard
Philip stated that car parking continued to be a problem in the town which affected local businesses.  Off-road car parks’ charges had continued to rise and pay and display parking meters had recently been announced as DCC policy.  The main Quay Car Park was usually full and motorists unable to find a space often drove off elsewhere as signage directing traffic to other car parks did not appear to work.  He stated that it was not DCC policy to name car parks which further complicated matters.  At a recent meeting of “Destination Kingsbridge”, DCC Highways officers considered that the signage worked adequately but had agreed however, to introduce some improvements.  He felt that all Quayside Leisure users should be directed towards the Cattle Market Car Park in order to free up space for visitors/shoppers in Quay Car Park.    Ultimately, the current car parking situation was unsatisfactory and required a full review.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Yates replied that SHDC had already agreed to Quayside Leisure Centre users transferring to the Cattle Market Car Park; which he too considered to be underutilised.  Negotiations to transfer Tone Leisure staff were ongoing which was confirmed by Cllr Gilbert.  KTC was very sensitive to car parking issues and Fore Street car park signage was also to be improved shortly.  The Clerk confirmed that DCC had agreed to improve car parking signage at locations around the town.    
