
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 p.m. ON TUESDAY 

8 JUNE 2010

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Irene Jeeninga




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




Jenni Briscoe, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Three Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

At the outset of the meeting Cllr Yates welcomed Cllr Jeeninga as the newly co-opted member for North Ward. 
10/25

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
The Town Clerk confirmed he had received Cllr Jeeninga’s Declaration of Office and Undertaking to Observe the Authority’s Code of Conduct.  

10/26

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Balkwill and David Thorning, and District Cllr Hillary Bastone.

Public Open Forum

There were no statements from members of public.

10/27
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

27.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for May 2010.  A total of 20 crimes had been committed, compared to 28 crimes in May 2009.  A revised methodology for reporting crimes was now in operation.  The breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 2, criminal damage to motor vehicle 3, theft/fraud 5, criminal damage 2, arson 1, assault/violence 3, drugs 3, and others 1.  The assault crimes related to a wounding in licensed premises where one male had punched another breaking his jaw, the offender had been arrested and was on Police bail; a domestic incident where the male partner had been arrested; and an assault on a Police Officer attending a domestic dispute, a local male had been arrested and charged.  An arson incident in Fosse Road was believed to have involved children and was not deemed to be malicious.  Two separate individuals had been found in possession of cannabis as a result of routine checks and fixed penalty notices had been issued.  A warrant at a private address had resulted in various drugs being seized; a male had been arrested and the results of forensic checks were awaited.  

There had been incidents of anti-social behaviour.  Groups of young people had started to gather behind Jades Components in the evenings.  Alcohol had been seized and letters sent to parents from John Ward, ASB Officer.  Work was ongoing by the Neighbourhood Team and Section 27 Notices had been issued.  Complaints had been received from residents of Trebble Park regarding youngsters playing football and causing a nuisance.  Joint work with Tor Homes was ongoing and foot patrols of the area were providing reassurance.  A letter drop to the area would be conducted and a PACT (Police & Communities Together) event on the estate was planned.  Finally, there had been issues in the Kingsway Park area with students from the Community College during lunch times.  WPC Smith had met with the school to raise the matter and the school gates would now be locked preventing access to the area.  She had also conducted 4 speed initiatives during the month.  Three of them had used SID (speed indicating service) and speed ace.  During the operations a number of tickets had been issued for speeding, not wearing seatbelts, and use of mobile phones.  One day was also spent with a traffic officer in an unmarked Police vehicle and again a number of tickets had been issued.  Most of the people prosecuted were locals rather than visitors. 
Cllr Binns had noted the speeding initiatives in Embankment Road but requested the operation also take place further along the road in the area around the Cemetery.  Insp Chivers replied that the matter was in hand.

Cllr Binns requested clarification regarding the revised methodology for reporting crimes.  Insp Chivers replied it was about transparency, to ensure that national standards were met, and gave a practical example.  

Cllr Griffin was pleased to note a reduction in crime and particularly incidents of violence.  Insp Chivers replied that this was not solely down to the work of the Neighbourhood Police Team but was also due to the culture that had been created in the town.  

Cllr Yates thanked Insp Chivers for his full report and offered his best wishes to PCSO Hawkes and PC Chesworth who were currently off duty.
Insp Chivers left the Chamber

27.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that at DCC’s annual general meeting a SHDC councillor had been appointed as the Deputy Chairman.  The proposal for pay and display parking meters agreed by the Cabinet in 2009 remained policy for all the county’s market and coastal towns.  Officers were currently conducting meetings and he had attended a recent one in Dartmouth.  He would encourage all towns to fight the proposal and suggested that County Cllr Sir Simon Day be included in any debate held in Kingsbridge.  Finally, the Local Government Review for Devon and proposals for unitary authorities was dead which would mean stability for DCC. 

Cllr Romanos noted that the House of Lords was to discuss the Local Government Bill with regard to formation of new unitary authorities and therefore the matter may have been killed off.  

Cllr Binns asked how much the Local Government Review for Devon had cost.  Cllr Brazil replied that it ran into millions of pounds alongside the strategic time lost by senior officers being diverted to the study and affect on staff morale.  He considered that SHDC was a good example of efficiencies and money-saving that could be made by sharing services with fellow authorities. 
27.3
District Cllr Howarth reported that SHDC had a Vice Chairman from Kingsbridge; members congratulated Cllr Gilbert on his appointment.  He detailed that DAPC’s report on future delivery of SHDC services revealed that 29 local councils did not respond.  Of those that did the response was muted with the most enthusiastic in the Kingsbridge and Salcombe area.  All the towns were content to take-on services except Ivybridge.  A major flaw was that no costings had been indicated.  Therefore SHDC’s option was not to support devolution.  It was likely that a standard service would be provided e.g. for landscape and leisure with a buy-in option for local councils to receive an enhanced service.  

The pedestrian safety works in Quay Car Park would be completed before the end of June.  The future of the cottage in the Recreation Ground was dependent on the future of the café facility.  Finally, he stated it would be beneficial for KTC to consider its view on the provision of toilets in the park and he proposed the next Policy Committee should the discuss the matter.
27.4
District Cllr O’Callaghan felt the new play areas in the town looked fantastic.  The Recreation Ground event on 23rd May, organised by the Play Spaces Group and assisted by the Eden Project, had been a wonderful day; the Scout Hut toilets had been used.  She had also enjoyed the opening of the new Skate Park on 5th June.  She felt the increased demand for the play areas would probably mean a new café would do well.  Alongside Cllr Balkwill and Wendy Bolt, she was gathering feedback on the play areas for SHDC.  Moreover, she did not consider the Skate Park to be noisy.  The next item on the play spaces agenda was to enhance Duncombe Park.  She had been consulting with Paul Taper, SHDC engineer, regarding the Quay Car Park traffic calming initiatives which would begin shortly.  She was also pleased that the new Kingsbridge In Bloom planters, next to the town square, were to be developed soon.

She noted the Kingsbridge Development Planning Document (DPD) was due to be discussed that evening.  Unfortunately she had given her apologies for the public meeting in the Library held on 25th May.  The deadline for final representations had been extended until 2nd July.  She had been critical of the whole DPD process and the new coalition central government had proposed regional strategies be ended therefore she was unsure how this left matters post-2016.  Therefore she intended to ask SHDC how the DPD would be progressed in the long term and why it had had to be completed so quickly.  Finally, a new page on SHDC’s website provided members of public with a facility to report incidents of anti-social behaviour to John Ward, ASB Officer. 

Cllr Binns commented that the South Hams Strategic Partnership was due to discuss SHDC’s housing strategy the following week which underpinned the housing figures within the DPD.  Cllr Howarth further reported a housing needs assessment identified the area’s housing numbers which was conducted every 5 years.  The methodology from 2016 would probably change with a possibility that incentives could be offered to communities to build affordable housing.  Members agreed that KTC had no comments to make regarding the housing strategy which was to run for one year.  

27.5
District Cllr Gilbert reported that it was proposed to merge the South Hams and West Devon Strategic Partnerships.  The new Skate Park still required landscaping which was anticipated to be completed in the autumn.  

Cllrs Binns and Romanos commented that the Skate Park’s galvanised railings looked stark and asked if they would be painted green.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the railings did look a little harsh and acknowledged that the artist’s plans forwarded with the planning application showed them coloured green.  He suggested that once completed the landscaping would soften the area.  Members agreed however, that the matter should be highlighted with SHDC.  Moreover, Cllr Gilbert proposed that the Policy and Finance Committees may wish to consider setting up funding, possibly match funding alongside SHDC, to maintain the town’s new play areas in the long term.         
10/28

URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business:  “SHDC’s Landscape & Leisure Working Group” to be considered at agenda item 10/39.

10/29

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs Jeeninga and Washington declared prejudicial interests in agenda item 10/33:  “Planning Committee”; minutes of the Planning Committee held on 1 June 2010 sub agenda item 10/13.1:  “planning application 28/0956/10/O by Tesco Stores Ltd”.
10/30

APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Appointments to membership of the Finance, Planning, Policy and Property Committees were agreed; now re-produced at Annex A.  


10/31

APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Appointments to Outside Bodies were agreed; now re-produced at Annex B.  

10/32

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 11 May 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
Cllrs Jeeninga & Washington left the Chamber during the following agenda item in accordance with their declaration of interests at 10/39 above.   Cllr Gilbert as SHDC Ward member would answer questions only during a discussion on planning application 28/0956/10/O.   

10/33

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members received the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 18 May 2010 and 1 June 2010 which were delivered by Cllr Freeman.  

Cllr Romanos requested a ‘call-in’ for consideration by the full council of the Planning Committee’s recommendation on planning application 28/0956/10/O by Tesco Stores Ltd (Variation of condition 11 of 28/2431/06/O to allow agreement of S278 matters prior to occupation rather than commencement of development.  Tesco Site, Cookworthy Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1QN).  The Committee’s recommendation had been No Objection and SHDC Development Control had been notified.  He detailed that Tesco was cynically seeking to avoid an important pre-condition in the conditions attached to outline planning permission granted by SHDC in March 2007.  Furthermore, he had evidence of 67 local traders who were opposed to a new retail store, it was against public wishes, there had been a huge change in the economic climate since KTC had supported a variation of condition 10 in 2009, and at the last meeting members had voted against an application (28/0611/10/O) by Tesco to replace the extant outline permission.  To now recommend no objection to a planning application from Tesco would be contradictory.  He was supported by Cllrs Howarth and Griffin.  Planning Committee members reported that the recommendation for No Objection had been agreed as there appeared to be no material benefit in objecting to the application, it was the wrong vehicle to express non-support for a retail store, it related to a variation only of an application which already had planning permission until end June 2010, and many local people supported the development of a second retail store.  

A proposal for refusal of planning application 28/0956/10/O was seconded but on put to the vote was lost.  It was then RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 18 May 2010 and 1 June 2010 (to include No Objection to planning application 28/0956/10/O from Tesco Stores Ltd).

It was further RESOLVED that any future planning applications from Tesco, or variations to approved applications, and any related planning matters, should be received by the full council; the Planning Committee’s Terms of Reference to be amended to this effect.
Moreover, the Clerk would email committee agendas to all councillors (alongside paper copies to actual committee members) to ensure that members were aware of the various committees’ business.  The website would also be updated at the time agendas were produced.

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
10/34

MAYOR’S CHARITY
Cllr Yates reported that he intended to support 2 charities during mayoral year 2010-2011:  the Cookworthy Museum and Spiritulized youth group.
10/35

SOUTH HAMS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – 


KINGSBRIDGE SITE ALLOCATIONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

DOCUMENT (DPD)
Cllr Yates reported that SHDC had published the Kingsbridge DPD on 30 April 2010 which provided the opportunity for representations to be made to SHDC by 2 July 2010; all representations would be viewed by the external Planning Inspector.  KTC had promoted the current consultation at Quayside Leisure Centre, Library, Information Centre and in Quay House; and SHDC’s Forward Planning Team had presented the published DPD at a public meeting held in the Library on 25 May 2010.  The Planning Inspector would check that the DPD met legal requirements and determine whether the plan was ‘sound’; to be sound the DPD should be justified, effective and consistent with national policy.  

After discussion, it was RESOLVED to reply to SHDC reporting strong support for the published Kingsbridge DPD and making particular reference for the requirement of an employment site at Leigh Cross.  
10/36

CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk reported on the following matters:
36.1
Local Council Publications.  Latest editions of “The Parish Councillor’s Guide” and “The Local Council Clerk’s Guide” had been purchased and were held in the Clerk’s Office.

36.2
SHDC Planning Surgery.  The bi-monthly outreach service for local councils from SHDC Development Management had stopped.  In lieu, a Duty Planning Officer would be available at Follaton House, Totnes, from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. during weekdays.  
36.3
DCC Highways’ Notice.  Kingsley Road, Kingsbridge would be closed on Thursday 12 August 2010 due to Western Power Distribution utility works; an alternative route to be signposted.

36.4
Spiritulized – Celebration.  An invitation had been received for all members to attend Spiritulized’s charity launch and Youth for Christ commissioning service to be held at 7.00 p.m. on Sunday 13 June 2010 at Kingsbridge Family Church. 

36.5
Emergency Services Day.  A promotional ‘show and tell’ day for the Fire Brigade and other emergency services would take place on the Town Square on Friday 9 & Saturday 10 July 2010.
36.6
Thank You letters. 

· From 1st Kingsbridge Guides for Council’s donation of £200; with photos of the girls showing off their new neck scarves.
· From South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau for KTC’s donation of £1,000; updated statistics for advice provided to Kingsbridge residents to be provided in due course. 
10/37
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
37.1   Cllr Howarth had attended a recent South Hams Hospital League of 

Friends meeting.  Lee Baxter had been appointed as the new Cluster Manager

and his details would be provided to the Clerk with a view to inviting him to a

future council meeting.  There was no further information regarding the unused 

beds at the hospital and it was agreed that a Freedom of Information request

should be made by the Clerk regarding bed occupancy similar to that made in
2009.  Cllr Gilbert had also requested information from Devon Primary Care

Trust regarding a proposal for 6 chemotherapy beds at the hospital as local

fundraising was taking place; a response was awaited. 
37.2
Cllr Romanos had attended meetings of Kingsbridge Feoffees.  Two hundred applications had been received for the 3 new homes in Derby Road which had been shortlisted to 12; a final decision would be made shortly.
37.3
Cllr Griffin had attended the previous weekend’s Show & Shine car show held in the Town Square and organised by former councillor Jax Williams.  He also reported that an inaugural Chill Out Zone event for young people at Coast night club had not been well attended.
37.4
Cllr Washington and Lynn had attended a Rest Centre Committee meeting.

37.5
Cllr Binns had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group.

37.6
Cllr Yates and 2 fellow members had attended the Parish Cluster Meeting held in  Salcombe on 24 May 2010.

37.7
The Clerk reported that Cllr Thorning and Mr Child had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Community College Trust on 12 May 2010.  
10/38

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 8 June 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £23,083.73 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

10/39

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

· SHDC LANDSCAPE & LEISURE WORKING GROUP 
Members received a report from SHDC proposing representation on the Working Group; it proposed for the 5 towns to be represented collectively by one representative alongside one representative for the district’s parish councils.  The notes from the “Public Space Strategy – Town Council Meeting” held on 21 April 2010 and draft Terms of Reference for the Working Group (TORs) were also considered.  It was RESOLVED to reply to SHDC that:
· the TORs did not agree with the outcomes of the Public Space Strategy meeting nor the resolution of SHDC’s Executive held on 8 April 2010,

· membership of SHDC’s Landscape & Leisure Review Working Group required to be re-considered to allow greater representation from local councils, and

· KTC wished to be represented by Cllr Romanos.

10/40

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Romanos asked, given recent discussions regarding Tesco, whether a meeting with their representative would be worthwhile.  Cllr Yates, and fellow members, agreed and the Clerk would write to Mark Scoot, planning consultant for Tesco, to request a meeting.
10/41

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

10/42

CASUAL VACANCY
It was RESOLVED to co-opt Mrs Julie Barnett as a town councillor for Kingsbridge North Ward.
Cllr Yates made closing remarks that members should always qualify their position should they write letters to the press detailing if their comments were a personal opinion or that of the town council.
The meeting closed at 2156.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annexes:
A.   Membership of Committees.      

B.   Representatives on Outside Bodies.

Annex A to KTC’s council meeting minutes dated 8 June 2010

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES

	FINANCE COMMITTEE

	Appointment 
	2009/2010
	2010/2011

	Members ( max 5 )
	John  Binns

Bob Freeman

Rufus Gilbert

Jim Romanos

Vacancy
	Ann Balkwill

Rufus Gilbert

Bob Freeman

Jim Romanos

Kate Lynn

	Internal Auditor
	Ken Abraham
	Ken Abraham

	Ex Officio (2)
	Philip Yates

Anne Balkwill
	Philip Yates

John Binns

	Secretary 
	Martin Johnson
	Martin Johnson

	PROPERTY COMMITTEE

	Appointment 
	2009/2010
	2010/2011

	Members ( max 5 )
	Bob Freeman

Rufus Gilbert

Robin Griffin

Beryl Washington

Vacancy
	Robin Griffin

Bob Freeman

Rufus Gilbert

Irene Jeeninga

Vacancy 

	Ex Officio (2)
	Philip Yates

Anne Balkwill
	Philip Yates

John Binns

	Secretary 
	Martin Johnson
	Martin Johnson

	POLICY COMMITTEE

	Appointment 
	2009/2010
	2010/2011

	Members ( max 5 )
	John Binns

Rufus Gilbert

Robin Griffin

Mike Howarth

Jim Romanos
	Ann Balkwill

Mike Howarth

Jim Romanos

Rufus Gilbert

Robin Griffin

	Ex Officio (2)
	Philip Yates

Anne Balkwill
	Philip Yates

John Binns

	Secretary
	Martin Johnson
	Martin Johnson

	PLANNING COMMITTEE

	Appointment
	2009/2010
	2010/2011

	Members ( max 5 )
	Bob Freeman

Kate Lynn

Beryl Washington

Vacancy

Vacancy
	Bob Freeman

Kate Lynn

Beryl Washington

Robin Griffin

David Thorning

Vacancy

	Ex Officio (2)


	Philip Yates

Anne Balkwill
	Philip Yates

John Binns

	Secretary
	Martin Johnson
	Martin Johnson


Annex B to KTC’s council meeting minutes dated 8 June 2010

REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	Appointment
	2009/2010
	2010/2011

	Agenda 21 Kingsbridge & District Group
	John Binns
	John Binns

	Dodbrook Feoffees
	Bob Freeman 

Mr Dennis Holwill

Beryl Washington 

(all until further notice)
	Bob Freeman

Beryl Washington

	Home-Start South Hams
	Robin Griffin
	Robin Griffin

	Kingsbridge Age Concern Committee
	Bob Freeman


	Irene Jeeninga

	Kingsbridge Community

College Trust 

(2 trustees)
	Mr Tony Child 

David Thorning 

(all until further notice)
	Mr Tony Child 

David Thorning 

(all until further notice)

	Kingsbridge Community Transport 
	Robin Griffin


	Robin Griffin

	Devon Association of Parish Councils

Larger Councils sub committee
	John Binns


	John Binns



	Kingsbridge Fair Week Committee
	Kate Lynn
	Kate Lynn 

Robin Griffin

	Kingsbridge Feoffees

(4 trustees)
	Anne Balkwill

Jim Romanos

David Thorning

Beryl Washington

(all until further notice)
	Anne Balkwill

Jim Romanos

David Thorning

Beryl Washington

(all until further notice

	Kingsbridge Senior Citizens Rest Centre Committee
	Kate Lynn

Beryl Washington


	Kate Lynn

Beryl Washington



	Kingsbridge Isigny-Weilerbach Twinning Society
	Anne Balkwill

Robin Griffin

Beryl Washington

Town Mayor
	John Binns

Rufus Gilbert

Town Mayor

	Saltstone Group
	Vacancy
	Vacancy

	South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau Trustees Board
	Mike Howarth


	Mike Howarth



	Police Liaison Committee
	John Binns

Robin Griffin

Rufus Gilbert

Philip Yates
	John Binns

Robin Griffin

Rufus Gilbert

Philip Yates

	Parish Tree Wardens
	Bob Freeman

Vacancy
	Bob Freeman

Kate Lynn

	William Cookworthy 

Museum Management Committee
	Anne Balkwill

(subs: Kate Lynn & Beryl Washington)
	John Binns

(sub: Robin Griffin)

	Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club
	Philip Yates


	John Binns

	Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce 
	Rufus Gilbert

(Sub: Philip Yates)
	Rufus Gilbert

(Sub: Philip Yates)

	Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum
	John Binns

David Thorning
	John Binns

Vacancy 

	Kingsbridge in Bloom
	Anne Balkwill
	Anne Balkwill

	Play Spaces Group
	Anne Balkwill
	Anne Balkwill

	South Hams Strategic Partnership
	John Binns
	John Binns

	Walkers Are Welcome
	Robin Griffin
	Robin Griffin

	KM United FC
	Robin Griffin
	Robin Griffin


