
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 14 JULY 

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Inspector Phil Chivers




Three Parishioners




Jenni Briscoe, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

09/34

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Anne Balkwill & Jim Romanos, and County Cllr Sir Simon Day.
Public Open Forum
Mr Graham Price made the statement at Annex A.

09/35
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
35.1
Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for June 2009.  A total of 21 crimes had been committed, compared to 38 crimes in June 2008.  The

breakdown was:  theft of motor vehicle/taking without owners consent 1, 

theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 2, burglary (dwelling) 2, burglary (other) 1, theft/fraud 5, criminal damage 3, assault/violence 3, drugs 2,and others 1.  The burglaries (dwelling) regarded incidents at Westville Flats and a property in Rack Park Road.  The former had occurred due to an insecure door and a purse had been stolen.  Three 16 year old girls were being dealt with.  The burglary (other) had involved a wooden door to a shed being forced in Wallingford Road; nothing had been stolen.  The assaults/violence statistics regarded one domestic related incident which had occurred in private (a woman had been arrested and charged) and 2 separate assaults in Ebrington Street and The Parade associated with the night time economy.

He further reported on some emerging issues.  Recent thefts of purses, handbags and a cash box in public places appeared to be opportunistic and he appealed to members of public to be vigilant.  Marine crime was still an issue particularly in Salcombe.  The recent good weather had led to property owners leaving open ground floor doors and windows, and he made a further appeal to members of public to ensure their homes were well secured.  Finally he reported on the Neighbourhood Team’s recent activity.  PCSO Ashley Hawkes was involved in the Eden Project Den Building Day in Rack Park which had been very successful at engaging with young people.  He was also working with youngsters in the Derby Road area regarding leaving litter around.  He continued to confiscate alcohol in the area from under age persons and was advising over 18s that Section 27 Notices would be used; the area was outside the non-alcohol zone.  The Music Festival had been very successful from a Police perspective.  Tag and PACT teams had made a tremendous difference to operations and zero tolerance on the first evening had sent out a strong message and ensured an enjoyable weekend. 
Cllr Griffin remarked that he was very content with policing of the Music Festival; Insp Chivers commented that there had been no incidents.  Cllr Binns added that he was impressed with the approach and attitude of the crowd.  He had stewarded on the Friday evening and the crowd had been very receptive to Stewards’ advice.  

Cllr Gilbert commented that KTC had facilitated the Eden Project day; Insp Chivers acknowledged KTC’s input.

Cllr Williams thanked Sgt Corkhill & PCSO Hawkes, alongside Traffic Police officers, for their attendance and support of the Show & Shine car show event on 5 July 2009.  The day had gone very well and she had received some great feedback. 
35.2
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that she had received some news regarding KTC’s planning application for a permanent skate park and Cllr Gilbert would provide the detail.  A meeting had been arranged between herself, fellow District Cllrs Howarth & Hawkins and Chris Lucas (SHDC Head of Business Development) on 22 July 2009 to discuss various traffic and pedestrian issues in Quay Car Park.  This was further to a recent site visit attended by district councillors, Cllr Romanos and PCSO Hawkes where several matters had been explored including speed calming measures.  Moreover, she had spoken to Chris Lucas that day and it was likely that Quayside Leisure Centre permit holders would be transferred to the Cattle Market Car Park however, Tone Leisure staff had some safety concerns which needed to be addressed.  She had tabled a question to be received at SHDC’s full council meeting of 23 July 2009 regarding the start time of concessionary bus passes for over 60s.  Stagecoach had altered the time for use of the passes on its buses from 9.30 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. however, other service providers had not changed.  She was to ask for some clarity on the situation and was mindful that the matter featured on the town council’s agenda that evening.  She briefed that SHDC had wished to re-route Public Footpath No.1, currently situated on the western perimeter of Quay Car Park, but its request for a Diversion Order had not been accepted by the Planning Inspectorate.  The situation was complicated by an approved planning application for an adjacent housing development at Tumbly Hill and therefore the footpath could not be dealt with in isolation.  The development land had become an eyesore and she had some safety concerns.  She was trying to negotiate a way forward with DCC regarding the footpath.  

35.3
Cllr Gilbert reported that he had some bad news regarding the proposal for a permanent skate park adjacent to the slipway in Quay Car Park.  KTC’s planning application had been withdrawn as the Planning Officer was unable to support the proposed plans for fencing.  New style fencing had been negotiated and an amended or new planning application would now be required.  Procedurally SHDC would be required to consult on the new fencing plans.  Seventeen letters of objection to the planning application had been received but he remained confident that the project would succeed.  It was likely that the application would now be received by SHDC’s Development Control Committee in early autumn 2009.  He confirmed District Cllr O’Callaghan’s report on Quayside Leisure Centre permit holders transferring parking rights from Quay to Cattle Market car parks.  A meeting was to be held with Tone Leisure officers to attempt to resolve staff concerns over the access path which was perceived to be poorly lit, slippery and of steep gradient.  He was currently in discussion with SHDC in an attempt to find a solution for a tree in the town square tree which was heaving heavily and had damaged several paving slabs in the locale.  He added to District Cllr O’Callaghan’s report on the refusal of a Diversion Order for Public Footpath No.1 reporting that it had been necessary to move the proposed location of the skate park by 1m to the east.  The Planning Inspectorate’s decision appeared extraordinary given that there was only one objection and SHDC may lodge an appeal.  He had attended a meeting of Salcombe Harbour Board on 7 July 2009 and had its report should members wish to review.   Finally, he mentioned that while on recent vacation in France he had sighted public benches constructed out of recycled railway sleepers bolted onto RSJ beams and photographs were distributed to his fellow members.  While he was not advocating that such benches be placed around, for example, the head of the estuary it offered a model which would be very suitable for areas which required a cheap, durable and rustic-looking public bench.

35.4
District Cllr Howarth reported that SHDC’s “Place Survey 2009” had been published which had been completed by 3,000 people living in the South Hams.  He announced some statistics:  94.1% were very or fairly satisfied with their local area as a place to live (which placed the South Hams second in the country); 47% used Parks & Open Spaces at least once per week (which placed South Hams first in the country); 23% used local tips & household waste recycling centres at least once per week; 59% were very or fairly satisfied with SHDC (which placed SHDC 19th in the country); 49% were very or fairly satisfied with DCC; and 30% felt that older people did not get the services and support required to continue to live at home for as long as they wished to.  

He further reported that Development Control was to undertake a planning review in the autumn and a session had been earmarked for town and parish councils on 7 September 2009.  He had attended, alongside Cllrs Gilbert, Romanos & Yates, the Kingsbridge DPD (Development Plan Document) Workshop, facilitated by the Princes’ Foundation on 17 June 2009.  The event had been poorly attended and discounting SHDC and local councillors hardly anyone else was present.  A report was anticipated to be received by SHDC in early August 2009 to be addressed by Planning Officers however, it was likely that SHDC’s revision for public consultation may not be that different to the thoughts of the Princes’ Foundation.  For example, the Foundation disliked KTC’s proposal for an employment site at Leigh Cross.  KTC would have the opportunity to comment on SHDC’s report.  The recommendation from the Boundary Committee following the Local Government Review for Devon was due to be received by the Secretary of State the following day.  Thereafter, an 8 week consultation would take place and a final decision was anticipated by late autumn.  If a unitary government solution was decided upon its implementation would take place in April 2011.

Cllr Thorning addressed the town bus service commenting that the service was well used and essential to a number of people.  Cllr Yates added that a review of the bus route was a designated KTC priority for 2009-11.  
Insp Chivers & a member of public left the Chamber

Cllr Yates detailed that the following agenda item would be taken early out-of-turn:

09/40

POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 19 June 2009.  As addressed in the minutes, members received a draft letter to Devon Primary Care Trust which it was agreed should be sent to report KTC’s perspective regarding the management of bed occupancy at South Hams (Kingsbridge) Hospital.  
Cllr Binns left the Chamber
09/36

URGENT BUSINESS
The Chairman proposed one item of urgent business:  “Quay Public Toilets” to be taken at agenda item 09/48.

09/37

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

09/38

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 9 June 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
09/39

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 16 June 2009 and 7 July 2009.
09/41

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 16 June 2009.
09/42

FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 7 July 2009.
09/43

NATIONAL BUS PASS

The National Bus Pass allowed free travel for people aged over 60 years and disabled persons all day on Saturdays, Sundays, public bank holidays and from 9.30 a.m. to 11.00 p.m. on weekdays.  Local residents had lobbied KTC for the start time to be brought forward to 9.00 a.m. on services from Kingsbridge bus station.  Such action would allow free travel on bus services to Exeter and Plymouth leaving the bus station at 9.05 a.m. and provide the opportunity for a full day’s activities at their chosen destination.  Members sympathised with local residents regarding the situation however, it was also recognised that passengers catching such bus services further a field, for example from Dartmouth and Salcombe, would remain at a disadvantage.  It was further noted that bus services arriving in Kingsbridge after the current 9.30 a.m. watermark time could be full particularly during the summer months.  It was suggested however, that passengers could catch and pay for an earlier service to arrive at a stop after the watermark time, get off the bus, and return to receive free travel for the remainder of their journey.  Stagecoach, which operated the Kingsbridge to Exeter X64 bus service, had recently restructured its concessionary fare commencement time to 9.00 a.m. in most Devon regions including the South Hams however, other service providers First and Tally Ho had not.  Overall it was agreed that the National Bus Pass remained a good scheme albeit with some limitations.  It was RESOLVED to write to SHDC to request clarity on the operation of the National Bus Pass in the South Hams and in particular if an early commencement time of 9.00 a.m. for concessionary fares could be provided by all bus companies.       
09/44

FOOTPATH NO.15

In July 2008 KTC had requested a Modification Order be made for Footpath No.15 (Embankment Road – Crabshell Quay - Crabshell Inn - Kings Court - Embankment Road) to be added to the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way for Kingsbridge parish.  The application had been supported by 137 representations from local people.  DCC had acknowledged receipt in a letter dated 7 August 2008 detailing that if the application had not been determined within 12 months then KTC could apply to the Secretary of State to direct DCC to make a decision.  It was RESOLVED to write to the Definitive Map Review Officer requesting KTC’s application for a Modification Order for Footpath No.15 be determined at the next meeting of DCC’s Public Rights of Way Committee; if this was not actioned the Secretary of State would be informed.  
09/45

CLERK’S REPORT
45.1
Quay House

· Re-decoration of Rooms 3, 4 and 7 (alongside ancillary works) to take place Wednesday 22 to Tuesday 28 July 2009.

· On completion Citizens Advice Bureau, Relate, Action For Employment & Youth Enquiry Service to transfer to Room 3 (Ground Floor).

· SHDC Car Parks Team to transfer to Room 4 (First Floor).  

· Job Centre Plus to commence outreach service from Monday 3 August 2009 (at 5 half days per week) from Room 7.

· SHDC Planning and Housing & Benefits to continue from Room 7.

· Room availability would therefore be much reduced and members were requested to liaise with Reception for use of rooms for ad hoc meetings outside of committee process.  A room would always be made available.
45.2
Car Parking

· Quay House had witnessed much greater occupancy and movement of personnel during 2009 to date and car parking space was at a premium.

· New permanent and temporary visitor passes was to be introduced and new signage would be erected on the access road to Quay House.

· All visitors would be required to sign in and register their vehicles between the Council Offices’ opening hours of 9.30 a.m. and 1.00 p.m. in order to receive a temporary pass. 

45.3
Website – Councillor Profiles

· Copies of members’ website profiles would be placed in Reception in-trays.

· Members were requested to make any amendments required and return to Reception.  
45.4
Public Bench – Belle Cross Road

· A spare bench had been taken from the head of the estuary as part of the recent refurbishment by SHDC.

· It was a five foot bench with the upright slats replaced with a solid panel by Property Services.  Moreover, the whole bench was to be cleaned up to make it fully serviceable.

· Refurbished bench to be re-located at Belle Cross Road (in lieu of dilapidated one recently taken away).

45.5
SHDC Executive Forward Plan

· Distributed to members (and contained Roles & Responsibilities of Executive Committee members).
45.6
Digital TV Switchover

· Digital Switchover Help Scheme was to conduct a Drop-In Session at Kingsbridge Library on Friday 24 July 2009 between 10.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m.
45.7
Thank You Letters

· From South Western Ambulance Service for a Grant Aid donation of £150 towards the local Community First Responder Scheme’s purchase of a pulse oximeter.

· From Kingsbridge Twinning Association thanking KTC for a Grant Aid donation of £300 and general support shown by councillors.

· From Cookworthy Museum for Grant Aid of £300 and £250.  The former would be targeted at exhibitions and archive records; the latter to be directed at photocopying.  

45.8
Triangle Centre – BIG Cream Tea

· Members had been invited to a Triangle Centre fundraiser to be held at St Edmunds Church on Monday 17 August 2009 between 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m.
45.9
CCTV – Town Square 

· New CCTV pole/camera to be erected opposite Quay public toilets week beginning 27 July 2009 to go operational with immediate effect.

45.10
Skate Park 

· That day KTC’s planning application (28/0803/09/F) for a permanent Skate Park at the end of Quay Car Park had been withdrawn from the forthcoming meeting of SHDC’s Development Control Committee.

· The Planning Officer was no longer able to support the proposed perimeter fencing at 3m height.
· New style fencing at 1.8m height had been agreed in principle between SHDC’s Landscape & Leisure and Development Control departments.

· The revised plans may require a new application and ensuing consultation process to start over.

· After 31 July 2009 meeting, the following Development Control Committees were 2nd September and 7th October.

· This was disappointing news. 

09/46
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
46.1   Cllr Williams had attended a meeting of the Saltstone Group of Parish Councils which had discussed, amongst other items, the Local Government Review for Devon and in particular the proposed Community Boards within a unitary Devon structure. 

46.2
Cllr Griffin had attended a recent meeting of Home Start South Hams; Den Building Day; Concerts on the Quay events; Show & Shine car show; Flower Festival; and Kingsbridge In Bloom.  In particular, he expressed thanks to Cllr Binns for his excellent work in making Concerts on the Quay such a success.  Finally, he had been KTC’s representative on the Music Festival Committee but wished to stand down; Cllr Yates thanked him for all his contributions and suggested that a replacement be nominated in due course.

46.3
Cllr Yates had attended a recent meeting, alongside other members, SHDC officers and Mor landscape architects to review progress of the Open Spaces project.  The scheduled introduction of new play equipment in July, to be installed in the parks, had been delayed until September 2009 at the earliest.  He had also attended a meeting, alongside Cllr Howarth, with SHDC senior officers to discuss KTC’s submission for funds towards the proposed community centre; Concerts on the Quay events; and had undertaken a one day Master Chairmanship training event provided by DAPC.
09/47

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 14 July 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £9,877.66 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

09/48
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:


QUAY PUBLIC TOILETS

SHDC had reported that an agency worker may be available to close the toilets at 10.00 p.m. from Sunday to Thursday.  There were 3 other options which could be considered:

· KTC to take over closure at 10.00 p.m. Friday and Saturday to dovetail with the above proposal,
· KTC to take over closure at 10.00 p.m. every day, or

· For the toilets to remain open 24 hours per day with SHDC and KTC sharing the cost of any vandalism.

Members were informed that Cllrs Binns and Romanos had suggested closure at 11.00 p.m. and each member present detailed their position on the matter.  It was RESOLVED to respond to SHDC that Quay public toilets should be closed at 10.00 p.m. Monday to Sunday by district council employees.
09/49

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions to the Chairman.

Cllr Yates reminded members that they should attend the Town Hall at 6.45 p.m. on Wednesday 22nd July for the Glove Hanging Ceremony and Floral Dance, and that a Reception would be held at Quay House on completion.
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m..

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC Minutes 

dated 14 July 2009

Public Open Forum

Mr Graham Price

Mr Price, Chairman of Kingsbridge In Bloom, thanked KTC for its support of the town entry for the RHS In Bloom competition.  Judging was to take place the following day and he was hopeful that the committee and all members of the community who had helped, including DCC & SHDC, would be rewarded.  
Chairman’s Response

Cllr Yates thanked Mr Price, on behalf of KTC, for driving Kingsbridge In Bloom forward.
