
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 p.m. ON TUESDAY 

13th JULY 2010

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Julie Barnett




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Irene Jeeninga




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




Inspector Phil Chivers




Four Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

At the outset of the meeting Cllr Yates welcomed Cllr Barnett as the newly co-opted member for North Ward. 

10/43

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

The Town Clerk confirmed he had received Cllr Barnett’s Declaration of Office and Undertaking to Observe the Authority’s Code of Conduct.  

10/44

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs John Binns and Jim Romanos, and District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan.

Public Open Forum

Graham Price, Kingsbridge In Bloom, made the statement at Annex A.
10/45
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

45.1   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for June 2010.  A total of 17 

crimes had been committed, compared to 21 crimes in June 2009.  The 

breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 2,

theft/fraud 4, criminal damage 2, assault/violence 5, and others 3.  The assaults included a domestic incident at a private dwelling where the male partner was arrested and intervention was ongoing with the family; an incident at the Music Festival; spitting at a Police Constable; a fight involving 2 males and a female; and an incident of harassment following the break-up of a relationship.  He further reported on the Neighbourhood Team’s recent activity.  The Show & Shine had involved KTC, Fire Service and the Police.  The event had been well supported and had helped to educate young drivers.  Other towns had shown interest in the event e.g. Tavistock.  On 16th and 17th June the number plate recognition team had operated in and around the town to target general traffic offences and marine crime.  PACT (Police and Communities Together) surveys had been conducted in the Trebblepark area of town; there had been no issues raised of real concern.  On 22nd June Police and Tor Homes alongside members of the local community had conducted a Rack Park Clean Up Day which had included door-to-door PACT surveys.  On 25th and 26th June a number of Section 27 Notices had been issued at the Music Festival and there had been a few arrests: one breach of a Notice, one public order/assault offence, and 2 had been arrested for gross bodily harm.  On 29th June a multi-agency event had been managed by HM Revenue & Customs, VOSA and the Police to target vehicles in the area; there had been a number of seizures of red diesel and other vehicle offences had been recorded.  Finally, officers and Cllr Griffin had attended the Community College recently to make presentations on citizenship matters.
Cllr Barnett asked if local officers carried taser guns.  Insp Chivers replied that 3 officers were qualified taser users with the expectation that one third of all officers across the force would be trained in due course.  Tasers were statistically less harmful than the use of batons or CS gas.  

Cllr Lynn asked who paid for event policing e.g. the Music Festival.  Insp Chivers replied that he made bids for additional resources.  If an event generated revenue e.g. at Plymouth Argyle then the host would pay however, all current events in the town were identified as community events which did not attract payment at the present time.          
Insp Chivers left the Chamber

45.2   County Cllr Brazil reported that the next full DCC meeting was at the end of July where he had tabled a motion for cessation of the proposed introduction of pay and display parking meters for Devon towns and had requested for the vote to be recorded.  He had noted the recommendations of KTC’s Policy Committee regarding the proposed end of the Community Centre project and would read with interest a press release.  The Local Government Review for Devon had finally ended and DCC had won its court case with costs placed against Exeter City Council.  Finally, he had received numerous enquiries regarding the development of the new Tesco supermarket covering topics such as the rationale for another retail store, car parking, requirement for a lift to Fore Street Car Park, and environment matters.  However, he recognised that the build was in progress.      
45.3   District Cllr Gilbert reported that a chemotherapy facility at South Hams (Kingsbridge) Hospital would commence on 25th October for one day per week; much work had gone into achieving this and he was delighted with the result.  Partial use of Duncombe Park would be made for a car park during Fair Week and, subject to good weather, could be utilised until the new Lower Union Road Car Park opened in the autumn.  A meeting with Tesco representatives had been arranged for traders with the date to be confirmed.  The meeting was not to discuss the rights and wrongs of a new retail store in the town but to discuss the way forward.  He had received lots of enquires and the community appeared to be split for and against the new store.  Cookworthy Car Park would close on 25th July.  The Fair Week Committee and Cllr Jeeninga had worked hard to ensure that over 500 car parking spaces would be available during Fair Week.  Over 2000 leaflets had been produced and placed in shops etc. to promote the availability of car parking and new road signage would be in position.  He congratulated the Fair Week Committee on their efforts.

Cllr Freeman asked who would attend the meeting with Tesco representatives.  Cllr Gilbert replied that 3 members appeared reasonable however, the meeting was principally for traders; it was then agreed for Cllrs Freeman, Lynn and Yates to represent KTC alongside the Town Clerk.  

Cllr Balkwill asked who had sanctioned the use of Duncombe Park to be used as a car park as work on new play areas could commence in the autumn.  Cllr Gilbert replied that Chris Lucas’ and Ken Carter’s departments at SHDC had given approval.  However, the proposal could be reviewed if it was deemed as too controversial and the size of the area in use could be reduced.  Equally, if the grass was damaged then it would stop.  Motorists would still use the pay machine in the adjacent SHDC car park.  

Cllr Yates queried bed space at the Hospital as he believed one ward had still not been used.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the chemotherapy facility would not involve use of beds and it was agreed for the Clerk to enquire about bed space within an ongoing FOI request to the Devon Primary Care Trust.  

Cllr Washington asked if the bottle bank positioned at the Cattle Market Car Park was permanent as it was noisy and public houses emptied waste late at night.  Cllr Gilbert replied that he understood it was not a permanent site.  It was then agreed to make a recommendation to SHDC for the bottle bank to be re-sited in the Lower Union Road area.
45.4   District Cllr Howarth reported that David Incoll, SHDC Chief Executive,

was to retire on 31st December; his was the first shared Chief Executive post in the country.  He would overlap with his successor from 1st December.  All SHDC Heads of Departments would either share their posts with West Devon Borough Council, or have plans in place for the same, by the end of 2010.  There was much efficiency to be gained in sharing the positions.  There was concern regarding an anticipated budget deficit of £1m i.e. around 10%.  The financial position at SHDC was expected to become clearer in due course and a review was scheduled for October however, radical changes would have to be introduced to meet the gap.
10/46

URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.
10/47

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
10/48

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 June 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/49

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 15 June 2010 and 6 July 2010.  

Cllr Freeman reported that the Planning Committee had met prior to the council meeting to review its decision taken at the meeting held on 6 July 2010 which had recommended approval of planning application 28/1297/10/F.  At the time Committee members were unaware of local objections and following site visits and subsequent discussion had reversed its decision to recommend refusal.
10/50

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 15 June 2010.

10/51

POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 2 and 9 July 2010; save agenda item 10/08 “Community Centre for Kingsbridge (CCK)” which had recommended for the project to be stopped.  After much discussion, it was RESOLVED to defer a decision on CCK until late November 2010 at the point when KTC’s budget for financial year 2011/12 was due to be determined. 
10/52

FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 6 July 2010.

10/53

CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk reported on the following:
53.1
Empowering Communities in Devon – A Local Perspective.  A series of 4 conference events would be held around the county run by DALC.  Closest venues were Exeter on 7 September and Okehampton on 15 October 2010.

53.2
Kingsbridge’s Big Lunch.  All members have been invited to the Big Lunch to be held on Sunday 18 July 2010 between 12 noon and 4.00 p.m. at Brittons Field.
53.3
Fair Week 2010.  KTC had sponsored the following:
· Wednesday 21 July – Glove Hanging Ceremony.  Members were requested to meet outside the Cinema at 6.45 p.m. to be followed by the Floral Dance and Reception at Quay House.

· Thursday 22 July – Fun Run.  To start at 6.30 p.m. at the Recreation Ground.

· Friday 23 July – Skateboard Competition.  To take place 10.00 a.m. until 1.00 p.m. at the Skate Park; organised by Cllr Griffin and members of the Skate Park User Group.

· Saturday 24 July – Town Criers’ Competition.  To commence at 2.00 p.m. at the Bandstand.  Members had already been appointed as judges.
53.4
Disabled Parking Bay - Rack Park Road.  A DCC Advisory Notice detailed that a disabled parking bay had been approved for 52 Rack Park Road. The occupier was a registered blue badge holder.
10/54
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
54.1
Cllr Freeman had attended a meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees.
54.2
Cllr Balkwill had attended a meeting of the Play Spaces Group on site at Duncombe Park.  The formal handover of the new housing at Derby Road from the builders to Kingsbridge Feoffees had taken place that day and a meeting would be held shortly to discuss the next phase.  She reported that the refurbishment of the Promenade grass verge would be completed by 16th July.  Finally, she had been appointed as the new Chairman of the Cookworthy Museum.

54.3
Cllr Gilbert had attended a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce.  Numerous small events took place on the town square and a request had been received to research KTC’s insurance providing cover for around a dozen events per year.  It was agreed that the Clerk would research.  

54.4
Cllr Howarth had held a meeting with SHDC officers regarding Car Boot Sales in Quay Car Park; the events would take place throughout the summer months.  He had also attended the meeting with SHDC officers to discuss Duncombe Park.
54.5
Cllr Washington had attended meetings of Dodbrook Feoffees and Kingsbridge Feoffees.
54.6
Cllr Griffin had attended Concerts on the Quay, Kingsbridge Community Transport, Home Start South Hams, and Kingsbridge In Bloom working parties.

54.7
Cllr Binns had detailed that he had attended meetings of Salcombe & Kingsbridge Estuary Forum, Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group, Spiritulized, South Hams Strategic Partnership and Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club.
10/55

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 13 July 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £40,175.43 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

10/56

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

There was no business brought forward.
10/57

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions to the Chairman.
The meeting closed at 2100.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC’s minutes dated 13 July 2010

Public Open Forum

1.   Graham Price, Chairman of Kingsbridge In Bloom (KIB).  Graham thanked the Town Council for its total support of the KIB project.  Judging Day was Friday 16th July and he anticipated that the new sustainable planting project at the Quay flowerbeds would be ready in time.  
Councillor Yates thanked Graham for his comments.

