
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 p.m. ON TUESDAY 

12th OCTOBER 2010

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Julie Barnett




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Irene Jeeninga




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil




County Cllr Sir Simon Day




District Cllr John Baverstock




District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Sgt Jane Corkhill




PC Paul Chesworth




Natasha Heard, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Four Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

10/73

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Mike Howarth, Kate Lynn and David Thorning.

Public Open Forum

Mr Graham Price and Mr Keith Wingate made the statements at Annex A.

10/74
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

74.1   Sgt Corkhill reported on crime statistics for September 2010.  A total of 25 crimes had been committed compared to 15 crimes in September 2009. 

The breakdown for was theft from motor vehicle 1, criminal damage to motor vehicle 15, theft/fraud 3, criminal damage 3, assault/violence 2, and others 1.  One of the assault offences would not be investigated further as the female assaulted had dropped charges.  On the evening/early morning of 5/6th September there had been a number of incidents of criminal damage to vehicles and effectively the high statistics reflected one incident.  Unfortunately after much investigation the culprit had not been found.  
She then reported on Neighbourhood Police business.  PC Chesworth (NBM) was working with a vulnerable adult in the town.  In Trebblepark young people had been congregating and there had been some minor incidents of anti-social behaviour; the Police were engaging with Tor Homes to sort matters.  The NBM and PCSO Hawkes had visited local schools and continued to conduct high visibility foot/cycle patrols.
Cllr Griffin commented that Sgt Corkhill was also instructing the Police Cadets and stated that it was good to have PC Chesworth back.  Cllr Gilbert stated that the vehicle crime figures for September were a ‘spike’ and that he did not consider crime to be rising.  Cllr Yates thanked Sgt Corkhill and PC Chesworth.
Sgt Corkhill and PC Chesworth left the Chamber

74.2   County Cllr Sir Simon Day reported that he remained a member of the Devon & Cornwall Police Authority.  A recent public satisfaction survey had identified the force as number 2 in the country and he considered the Chief Constable to be a first class officer.  The Authority was to be abolished, which he felt was a pity, and a commissioner would take over in 2012 following elections.  A thorough review of the Police was forthcoming which could affect personnel however, over the years the force had enjoyed very good conditions.  He was also chairman of the Audit Committee.  Finally, he had visited Brussels the previous week however, the Conservative leader had pulled the party out of the European People’s Party and now they had no voice at the assembly.  
74.3   County Cllr Julian Brazil reported that there had been a governors’ meeting yesterday at Kingsbridge Community College to progress their bid for academy status.  While there was potential for further funding, academy schools were liable for employees’ pensions; DCC was neither for nor against the proposal.  He had put forward a motion at the last full DCC council meeting for the decision to introduce pay and display parking meters to towns to be reversed.  It had been discussed at Cabinet but the full council had subsequently agreed to maintain the present policy.  Moreover, local councils would not be contacted prior to the formal public consultation stage however, it had been mooted that the first 30 minutes car parking would be free.  The First 93 bus service (Plymouth – Kingsbridge – Dartmouth) would no longer run on Sundays which would inhibit local people who, for example, wished to visit Derriford Hospital.  DCC was in the progress of setting their budget for the next financial year.  Central government had promoted localism but massive cuts were anticipated to local government which he considered to be far more economical than national government as evidenced by South Hams and West Devon shared services.  

Cllr Yates commented that KTC had written to DCC announcing its objection, in principle, to the introduction of pay and display.  Furthermore, while 30 minutes free parking had been suggested currently one hour was free.  Cllr Washington, as a business owner in Fore Street, was aware of a ground swell of opposition to pay and display in the town centre.
Cllr Gilbert asked the County councillors where they stood on pay and display.  Both members replied that they would support whatever the town wanted.  Cllr Gilbert commented that the Chamber of Commerce would welcome a visit from them and he would arrange invitations.       
74.4   District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan reported that the previous week’s SHDC’s Executive had agreed to share services with West Devon Borough Council for Waste & Street Scene and Development Management and Strategic Planning.  In addition, the Village Housing Initiative which provided incentives for landowners to bring forward exception sites had been extended from 2 to 5 years; housing priority was provided to local people.  DCC had cut the funding to the Friday night youth nights held in Quay Leisure Centre.  The Police had reported that across the district crime had fallen which was partially attributable to the events.  She considered it to be a worthwhile project and would try and contribute funding from her locality budget; subject to the rules for such awards.  Improvements to the Recreation Ground were planned for late autumn to include restoration of the water feature, a café and public toilet.      
74.5   District Cllr Rufus Gilbert reported that SHDC had taken over the cleaning of the KTC sponsored portaloo in the Recreation Ground.  The problem tree in the Town Square, which had been an issue since 2007, had had its grills lifted and block work would be reconfigured.  The former McColls Newsagents in Fore Street was in a poor condition.  A Land Registry search had revealed that ownership was in the name of a person now deceased however, estate agents Stratton Creber who were marketing the property had passed on KTC’s request to their client for repairs to be undertaken.  Planting at the Skate Park, which had been a condition of planning approval, was imminent.  It was likely that the recycling bank would remain at the Cattle Market Car Park as SHDC wanted as many people as possible to park near the town centre however, a mini-recycling unit may be positioned at Lower Union Road Car Park.  The pay and display meter had been wrongly sited at Lower Union Road and additional fencing work was required.  The car park was complete but needed Metric Parking Ltd to re-visit and sort the issues.  He confirmed shared services mentioned by District Clllr O’Callaghan and reported that a Working Party would investigate alternative means for service delivery of Landscape & Leisure business.  

Members considered that Lower Union Road Car Park could be made available to permit holders immediately and agreed that the Clerk should contact SHDC.  

Cllr Jeeninga commented that the latest SHDC newsletter mentioned a new mechanical sweeper.  Cllr Griffin reported that he had been present at its introduction but seemingly it was difficult to negotiate around parked cars and while good on the level it was difficult to use on hills or in narrow lanes.  

Cllr Yates reported on the terrible condition of the Fore Street footpath which had large portions of temporary tarmac repairs and was a hazard in places due to broken and uneven paving slabs.  Indeed, some paving could actually be removed by hand.  County Councillors Brazil and Sir Simon Day requested copies of KTC’s recent letter to the Local Area Highways Officer which had proposed a number of actions to address the matter. 
10/75

URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Yates proposed one item of Urgent Business: “Kingsbridge Playspaces Group – Cashflow Support”  to be received at agenda item 10/83.
10/76

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Balkwill declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 10/86:  Finance Committee; sub agenda item 10/18.2:  “Grant Aid (Community Projects)”.
10/77

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/78

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 21 September 2010 and 5 October 2010. 
10/79

STREET CAFÉ LICENCES 
Members were in receipt of a proposal from DCC’s Area South Highway Management to delegate the issue of Café Licences to KTC.  The Clerk reported that there were no licences in the town at present.  It was RESOLVED to reply to DCC that KTC was content to administer all aspects of cafe licences in Kingsbridge.
10/80

CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk reported on the following:

80.1
KTC/Police Liaison Meeting – 15 September 2010.   The meeting had been attended by Cllrs Binns, Gilbert, Griffin & Yates and Insp Chivers & Sgt Corkhill.  Topics had included:  possible budget cuts and impacts on community policing, Front Office & Accessibility Survey, consultation on SHDC’s Alcohol Designation Order, licensing for Coast Nightclub, recent incidents of anti-social behaviour, and Vibe Youth Leisure Nights.  A letter had been sent to the Chief Constable reporting KTC’s support for retention of Police Community Support Officers.
80.2
Skate Park Meeting – 6 October 2010.  The meeting had been attended by Cllrs Gilbert, Griffin & Yates.  It was agreed to:  investigate providing a grind rail for skaters, investigate use of an industrial type blower as fallen leaves are affecting use, and for Cllr Griffin and the Clerk to gain instruction from SHDC regarding cleaning of the compound in order that they in turn could lead a group of skaters.

80.3
Destination Kingsbridge – 7 October 2010.  The meeting was attended by Cllr Gilbert.  Topics included:  Christmas Lights 2010, proposal for a Medieval Fayre 2011, and Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas.  
The proposed community donation from ISG Pearce Ltd had been debated.  It had been ascertained that the company had a limited budget.  Members were unanimous to request ISG Pearce to fund, supply, and position the Egrets and Herons display in the new Quay flower beds project managed by Kingsbridge In Bloom in order to complete the project which was enjoyed by the whole community.  KTC supported the proposal.

The French Market, historically held bi-annually in Town Square, had requested to hold an extra market in December 2010.  Members considered that recent markets had not been very popular, standards had fallen, and the concept needed to be revised.  In conclusion, it had been agreed not to invite the Marche de France to return but rather for the Twinning Society to investigate the visit of a German Market.  KTC supported the proposal.
80.4
Patient Admissions – South Hams (Kingsbridge) Hospital.  NHS Devon had replied to KTC’s FOI request and copies had been distributed to members. 
80.5
Road Closure – Ebrington Street.  DCC reported Ebringston Street would be closed (from junction Saffron Park to junction Rack Park Road) for utility works to take place from Monday 25 October to Friday 29 October 2010.

An alternative route would be signposted.  

80.6
SHDC Budget Consultation Meeting with Local Councils.  As part of the preparatory work for setting the budget for financial year 2011/12 SHDC had invited KTC to attend the meeting to be held at 6.30 p.m. on Wednesday 24 November 2010 in the Council Chamber, Follaton House, Totnes.

80.7
David T Rowlands & Sons – Kingsbridge Fun Fair 2011.  SHDC had forwarded a consultation regarding permission for a Fun Fair to be held in Quay Car Park from Friday 15 to Sunday 24 July 2011 to coincide with Kingsbridge Fair Week.  Following communications with SHDC it had been established that permission had already been granted for the event.
80.8
SHDC No-Alcohol Designation Order.  Members received a copy of 
the revised map which included KTC’s proposed additional areas.  KTC supported the revised Order.  
80.9
DCC Proposal for Pay & Display Meters.  Members received KTC’s letter dated 22 September 2010 reporting the objection, in principle, to the introduction of pay and display meters.  An acknowledgement had been received and a formal reply would follow from County Cllr Stuart Hughes, Cabinet Member for Highways.
80.10
Access To Employment.  The Clerk reported that the item regarded personnel matters and he would therefore report within the Confidential session.
80.11
New SHDC Cleansing Schedules.  Cllr Gilbert had met Steve Mason, SHDC Cleansing Management Officer, to discuss the proposal for new street cleaning routines and priority areas had been agreed.  Quarterly meetings would be held with the Clerk to discuss any cleansing matters.

80.12
South Devon Coastal Local Action Group.  KTC had been invited to the Group’s annual forum to be held at 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday 2 November 2010 at Kingsbridge Community College.
10/81
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
81.1
Cllr Freeman had attended a meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees.  The Secretary was to retire shortly.  The group had purchased a new house in Saffron Park and an existing tenant had been transferred; the latter property at 67 Church Street may be sold.
81.2
Cllr Balkwill had attended the South West In Bloom Awards in Bath.  Kingsbridge had missed the overall area trophy by half a point which had been won by Hayle.  She felt that Kingsbridge In Bloom had been the most significant project in the town over recent years.
Kingsbridge Playspaces Group had reached the 2nd stage in their bid for monies from the Community Spaces Fund.  

Cookworthy Museum had arranged an interesting programme of forthcoming events to include a talk by Chris Pearce on the subject of local wildlife the following week.

Kingsbridge Feoffees was to introduce a sustainable planting scheme at the Derby Road site to improve the look of the rear of the site.  All 3 houses were occupied and the project had proved had been successful.

81.3
Cllr Gilbert had attended meetings of the Chamber of Commerce.  Traders objected to DCC’s proposal for pay and display parking meters.  Talks with Tesco were progressing well; signage to Fore Street and an advertising board were being negotiated.   

81.4
Cllr Griffin had organised a Skate Park competition during the forthcoming half term school holiday.  Pizza Planet had donated all trophies.  

81.5
Cllr Washington had attended a meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees and the group was in good health.  
81.6
Cllr Binns had attended a meeting of South Hams Strategic Partnership.  Discussions were ongoing with West Devon Borough Council to amalgamate the Partnership with theirs.
He had attended 2 meetings of the Carbon Reduction Working Group and work was progressing towards the presentation to KTC to be held on 26 October 2010 to be followed by public meetings.

Agenda 21 Group was making progress with the introduction of a youth café, youth market and interest in community use of Combe Royal.  

81.7
Cllr Yates had attended SHDC’s Civic Service, the opening of the new English Centre at Kingsbridge Community College, and was helping to host the visit by the German twinning society.
10/82

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 12 October 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £11,312.26 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

10/83

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:
KINGSBRIDGE PLAYSPACES GROUP – CASHFLOW SUPPORT

Cllr Yates reported that Kingsbridge Playspaces Group had requested assistance from KTC.  The Group had made a funding bid to SDCLAG’s Community Facilities Fund for £15k.  Funding was always paid in arrears and therefore the Group had to evidence how it would pay invoices in the first instance.  It was RESOLVED to fund £15,000 to Kingsbridge Playspaces Group to pay invoices subject to full reimbursement and confirmation of funding approval by the South Devon Coastal Local Action Group.
District Councillor John Baverstock, Chairman of SHDC, had been in attendance throughout the meeting and reported his aim was to visit all local councils in the South Hams.  He had enjoyed sitting in on the meeting, listening to the debates and viewing good teamwork.  He had long connections with Kingsbridge and was involved with 2 local companies in Totnes which employed 80 people.  During his tenure as Chairman he would be apolitical and had no political interest.  Central government’s localism agenda was progressing and everyone was waiting to see where decision making would end; therefore he was interested to note the delegation of café licences from DCC.  SHDC appreciated what local councils did and he considered that councillors did a brilliant job in Kingsbridge.  The town’s play spaces had been revitalised and he was due to talk to children that week at the Primary School.  Kingsbridge had been raised on to a pedestal and lots of credit was due to town councillors.

Cllr Yates thanked Cllr Baverstock for his report and kind comments.       
10/84

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

10/85

PROPERTY COMIITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 21 September 2010; subject to an amendment for Christmas Lights to be stored in the Garage by way of mounting on wall brackets rather than a bespoke box storage.  It was further RECOMMENDED to call an extraordinary meeting of the Property Committee to discuss all options, alongside quotations, for the Embankment Road decorative lighting in order to make a recommendation to the Finance Committee’s budget meeting in early December 2010.

10/86

FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 5 October 2010. 

10/87

VIBE YOUTH LEISURE NIGHTS
Members were in receipt of a joint letter from Tone Leisure and Devon Youth Service (dated 24 August 2010) which provided a current situation report on Vibe Leisure Youth Nights and that DCC had ended Preventative Partnership Funding which had helped to fund the project.  This had left the project £30k adrift however, the Youth Service had absorbed £24k leaving a shortfall of £6k.  A request had been made for the 4 town councils to consider donating £1.5k each.  Members noted that the district’s youth crime statistics had shown a reduction in the types of offences associated with large congregations of young people since the project began in 2006; however, in Kingsbridge it was considered that there were probably other factors for this including:  high visibility Police patrols, CCTV, and Spiritulized’s Coffee Shop.  Members further noted that KTC’s Grant Aid budget had been expended for the current financial year.  After debate it was RESOLVED to reply to Tone Leisure and Devon Youth Service that:

· with regret KTC would not invest in the Vibe Youth Leisure Nights project at the present time as it did not have the required funds, and 

· an application for Grant Aid in the following financial year would be welcomed.

The letter to be copied to District Cllrs Baverstock and O’Callaghan.        
10/88

CASUAL VACANCY
It was reported that North Ward parishioners had not called for an election to be held and therefore KTC could co-opt a person to fill the current vacancy until the local council elections in May 2011.  It was RESOLVED to co-opt Keith Wingate as a Town Councillor for Kingsbridge North Ward.
10/89

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions to the Chairman.
10/80.10
CLERK’S REPORT

Following preparatory work by Cllrs Binns and Yates, a work trial would commence for 5 days beginning 18 October 2010 for a client of DCC’s local Access to Employment scheme.  A programme of ‘handyman’ tasks had been developed for 3 hours per day.  The client would be supervised throughout by Paul Harris, Senior Support Worker.  On completion of the trial the Clerk would report back to members.    

The meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC’s minutes dated 12 October 2010

Public Open Forum

1.   Mr Graham Price stated that he had received Kingsbridge’s Britain the Bloom Gold Award Certificate and thanked the Town Council for all its support throughout the year.

2.   Mr Keith Wingate stated that he was very interested in the Town Councillor vacancy.
Councillor Yates thanked Graham and Keith for their comments.
