
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON MONDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2009 

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Jax Williams

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil


District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Sgt Jane Corkhill




Two Parishioners




Jenni Briscoe, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

09/64

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Kate Lynn and Insp Phil Chivers.
Public Open Forum
There were no questions or statements from members of public.
09/65
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
65.1
Sgt Corkhill reported on crime statistics for September 2009.  A total of 15 crimes had been committed, compared to 30 crimes in September 2008.  An overall reduction of 50%.  The breakdown was:  theft of motor vehicle/taking without owners consent 1, burglary (other) 2, theft/fraud 4, criminal damage 3, assault/violence 3, and drugs 2.  The burglaries involved the theft of alcohol from a restaurant and entry into a greengrocers.  The assaults included an attempt to rob the owner of a restaurant on his way home and an offence of grievous bodily harm.  A CID investigation was ongoing regarding the former; and a male had been arrested at the time of the incident and another male later regarding the latter.  A Neighbourhood Police operation had led to the 2 arrests involving Class B drugs.  Further afield, she had been made aware of traffic problems at the Community College and Primary School during morning drop-offs and afternoon pick-ups.  She had sent a letter to the headmaster of the Primary School which had subsequently been sent out under cover of a school newsletter to all parents and guardians.  A multi-agency meeting had been proposed to try to address the situation which could be chaotic at peak times.  PC Chesworth and PCSO Hawkes visited the schools in order to provide a visual presence however, the Police could only take action if there was an actual traffic obstruction.  At the Community College, DCC was investigating coning-off a section of Balkwill Road to keep cars away from the school.  Finally, PC Chesworth and the Clerk were to commence joint ‘street surgeries’ around the town.  
Cllr Romanos remarked that dropping-off children at school, which led to traffic hold-ups, was a situation not exclusive to Kingsbridge and it would be difficult to find a solution.  Cllr Griffin congratulated the Police on a 50% reduction in their crime statistics which was supported by Cllr Yates.  Sgt Corkhill commented that the Neighbourhood Police Team’s patrols and high visibility on weekend evenings was proving to be very beneficial.
65.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that DCC had adopted a new street lighting policy to reduce its energy use.  This would mean that some street lighting in residential areas, currently on all night long, would be switched off from 0030 until 0530.  Lighting in main roads would stay on.  A trial had taken place in Stoke Fleming and there had been no increase in crime nor complaints.  The chief worry was the fear of an upsurge in crime however, the South Hams was a low crime area and he felt that such worries were unfounded.
The local Youth Enquiry Service had closed due to financial constraints which was a great loss.  YES provided a real safety net for some young people and had provided a pivotal service.
The Fare F17 Car scheme had been introduced to provide a taxi service into Kingsbridge from outlying settlements.  There was a concern amongst local taxi drivers that they could not be part of the scheme unless their vehicles were accessible for wheelchairs.  However, the service was also for able bodied people.  He was hopeful that the system could be changed to allow other taxis to bid to be included in the new service.

Cllr Binns requested further information regarding the Fare 17 Car scheme;  Cllr Brazil replied that the service provided 2 journeys per day into Kingsbridge from outlying villages on Wednesdays and Fridays.  Fares were offered at a discounted rate which were subsidised by DCC.  Cllr Balkwill asked if any Kingsbridge taxi firms operated disabled access vehicles; Cllr Brazil replied that the service was currently operated by Ivy Cabs under contract to DCC following a full tendering process.  Cllr Binns asked for the definition of a main road regarding the new street lighting policy.  Cllr Brazil replied that ‘A’ roads would continue to be lit all night long.  Cllr Gilbert commented that if the new system did not operate safely then lighting could be requested to be switched back on.  Finally, Cllr McGing asked for a timetable regarding the part-night street lighting; Cllr Brazil replied that the change was imminent.   

65.3
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that she had been approached by residents regarding the difficultly of parking in the roads near the Community College and Primary School.  She was hoping to arrange meetings with interested parties.
She intended to donate £500 from her district councillor locality budget towards Kingsbridge Playspaces Group which had been awarded funding of £45k from DCC to develop a new play area in the Recreation Ground.  Unfortunately funding bids to Morrisons and Tesco had been unsuccessful.  Grassroots had committed £5k and the South Devon Coastal Local Action Group had expressed an interest in the project.  Bids to Community Spaces and Awards For All were pending.

Finally, SHDC was undertaking a review of its Planning service with the ambition of making it more efficient, a greater consistency in decision making, and providing better communications with town and parish councils.

 65.4
District Cllr Howarth reported that the Planning review referred to by Cllr O’Callaghan would be thorough with the aim of providing a stronger customer focus.  All planning application decisions received by local councils now included Planning Officer reports which were also posted on SHDC’s website.  This was particularly helpful where a SHDC decision was at odds with a recommendation from KTC.  

A huge reduction in central government’s grant to SHDC had led to pressures being exerted on the financial budget.  Moreover, the current recession had led to a loss of income e.g. planning applications had reduced by 20% and income from car parks and investments were down.  Alongside Cllr Gilbert he had attended a workshop at West Devon Borough Council (WDBC) that day which had presented proposals for shared services between Revenue & Benefits Departments which would lead to savings.  
65.5
District Cllr Gilbert agreed with Cllr Brazil that closure of the Youth Enquiry Service was a tragic loss.  He noted that parking problems in Belle Cross Road near the Primary School was a historical issue and stated that the majority of locals stayed away from the area at school start and closure times.  

The access from Derby Road through the light industrial estate to the Rack Park open space area was being reviewed by SHDC’s solicitor to try to gain legal recognition.  Furthermore, Dodbrooke Market open space, adjacent to the Regal Club in Church Street, was to be improved. 

Section 106 income was beginning to dry up due to the lack of new developments being built during the recession.

He agreed with Cllr Howarth that the SHDC and WDBC workshop on shared services had been very good.  There was a real desire from both authorities to work in partnership.  

Finally, the proposed development of a new Tesco supermarket was not dead.  SHDC’s Conservation & Design Panel was to consider some new plans the following day and a modified planning application may be forthcoming.  Cllr Freeman had accepted an invitation to be a member of the Panel. 

County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber    

09/66

URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.

09/67

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

09/68

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 8 September 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

09/69

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 15 September 2009 and 6 October 2009.  

09/70

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 15 September 2009.

09/71

REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES

It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Griffin to KM United FC’s Committee.
09/72

HIGHWAYS MANAGEMENT
Cllr Binns reported that an extraordinary meeting of the Policy Committee on 9 October 2009 had reviewed 27 issues regarding highways matters around the town.  The intention had been to discuss, prioritise, and seek a way ahead on a wide range of matters e.g. signage and car parking.  Members of public had been alerted to the meeting but none had attended however, all representations were considered.  The minutes of the 3.5 hour long meeting would be received at the next full council meeting alongside recommended actions.  The minutes however, would be circulated as early as possible in order to allow members to consult with local residents, as appropriate, to ensure that a few strong representations expressed the opinions of the wider community.  There were 2 particular matters which would require careful consideration:  Pay & Display car parking and Residents Parking Schemes.  It was new DCC policy to introduce pay and display parking schemes to each of the county’s 28 market and coastal towns over the next 4 years.  While at present no further information was known regarding implementation in Kingsbridge, e.g. roads concerned, the Committee felt that KTC had the opportunity to attempt to influence the scope of the new policy.  Moreover, the Committee did not accept a direct correlation between pay and display and the introduction of residents parking schemes; it was not known to be DCC policy that the 2 matters were interdependent.  The Committee accepted that an extension of Residents Parking, from the very limited scheme currently in the town, could be supported however, adequate consultation would be required with residents.
09/73

CLERK’S REPORT
73.1 Car Parking at Quay House.  New signage had been positioned directing that permits were required to park in the car park.  Library users and taxis had been encouraged to use the yellow hatched “Drop Off Zone Only”.  All tenants of Quay House, Age Concern, Rest Centre and Library had been sent a letter highlighting the above.  Bona fide visitors to Quay House were now required to enter details into a Visitors Log and received a temporary permit.  Members were requested to ensure that their permanent permits were always on display. 
73.2
Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation.  Regulations required SHDC to review its licensing objectives every 3 years.  Town and parish councils had been invited to comment on the ‘Statement of Principles’.  It was agreed for KTC not to comment.
73.3
South Devon AONB – Annual Open Forum.  KTC had been invited to attend the Forum at 6.30 for 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 October 2009 at the Sixth Form Centre, Kingsbridge Community College.  A buffet supper would follow at 8.30 p.m.

73.4
Budget Consultation Meeting with Town & Parish Councils.  KTC had been invited to attend the meeting at 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. on Wednesday 28 October 2009 in the Council Chamber at Follaton House, Totnes.  

73.5 South Hams Local Development Framework – Site Allocation DPDs.  
SHDC’s CR/LB/JF dated 9 October 2009 was distributed to members.  The letter stated that the Prince’s Foundation final report has been delayed however, the final version was expected shortly.  The forthcoming series of Cluster Meetings would present the Foundation’s draft recommendations to allow the process to be discussed and the invitation had been extended to town strategy groups.  As requested, it was agreed for KTC to invite Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group to the meeting.  Moreover, SHDC would host a meeting to which town councils and strategy groups had been invited at 2.00 p.m. in the Cary Room, Follation House, Totnes.  Up to 4 representatives from each town were invited.  It was agreed for KTC and Agenda 21 members to attend.
73.6   The Clerk provided further information on matters previously raised.  Pamphlets on Fare 17 Car scheme were available on the Reception front desk.  He was currently negotiating with Young Devon to provide a counselling service on Wednesday afternoons in Quay House in lieu of the service previously provided by the Youth Enquiry Service.  Cllr Williams added that Devon Youth Service was also hoping to provide a counselling role.  Finally, the rationale for the Neighbourhood Beat Manager and himself to conduct joint Police/Local Council ‘street surgeries’ was due to a dramatic reduction in people attending recent surgeries in Quay House.  The Police would action a mail drop in certain areas of the town to promote the street surgery.     

09/74
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
74.1   Cllr Freeman had attended a recent meeting of Dodbrook Feoffees.

74.2   Cllr Binns had attended 3 meetings of Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group.  Bob Willars had been appointed as the new Chairman.  It was anticipated that an electric bike roadshow would be present at the Farmers Market on 7 November 2009.

74.3  Cllr McGing had attended a recent South Hams Strategic Partnership.  Kingsbridge had been promoted for its work regarding Destination Kingsbridge, Walkers Are Welcome and Farmers Markets.  Key matters discussed included:  local economy, teenage unemployment and green travel.  The next SHSP would be held in Quay House on 14 December 2009.

74.4
Cllr Gilbert had attended 2 meetings of the Chamber of Commerce and a recent meeting of Destination Kingsbridge.  Hot topics were car parking and the introduction of pay and display meters.  The Chamber’s Annual General Meeting and Dinner would take place at the Thurlestone Hotel on 21 October 2009; Cllr Gilbert and Yates were to attend.

74.5
Cllr Griffin, alongside other members, had attended Kingsbridge In Bloom’s recent celebration/awards evening in Quay House.  

74.6
Cllr Balkwill had attended numerous recent meetings and highlighted the recent Walkers Are Welcome event at the Community College.
09/75

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 12 October 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £6,877.45 be approved and signed by the Chairman; subject to one minor amendment.  

09/76
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN
There was no business brought forward.

09/77

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions to the Chairman.

09/78

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be 
transacted, it was advisable in the public interest, that the public and press be temporarily excluded.
District Cllr O’Callaghan, members of public, and press left the Chamber

09/79

FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 6 October 2009.  
The meeting closed at 8.28 p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date
