
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 12th JANUARY 2010 

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
District Councillor Denise O’Callaghan

4 Members of Public




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

09/111
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs John Binns, Rufus Gilbert, Kate Lynn, David Thorning and Jax Williams; County Cllrs Julian Brazil and Sir Simon Day; Inspector Phil Chivers; and Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette reporter Jenni Briscoe.

Public Open Forum
Members of public made the statements at Annex A.

09/112
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
112.1   There were no reports from the County Council and Police.

112.2   District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that the Prosperity Policy Development Group had reported its findings on budgetary matters for financial year 2010/11 and full council was due to agree at its next meeting in February.  There was a shortfall of £1.3m due to a reduction in income from investments, car parking and planning applications.  However, savings had been made by sharing services with West Devon Borough Council (WDBC).  Car parking charges were to be increased by 10 pence and residents permits would be increased from £10 to £22.  A fellow district councillor had proposed for the residents permit to be free, which she had supported, but it did not gain approval.  A cap of 3% increase for council tax had been mooted but this was subject to confirmation.  It was further proposed for the Community Grant scheme to be axed which she felt would be disappointing.  However, SHDC had committed monies to street sweeping vacuum cleaners and the employment of an Anti-Social Behaviour Officer with WDBC.  The budget meeting with town and parish councils was to take place on 14 January 2010.  Finally, an Empty Homes Strategy had been adopted.  The aim was to bring empty homes back into use in order to provide further local housing.    

Cllr Romanos asked whether staffing levels would be reviewed as planning applications had fallen by 20%.  Cllr Howarth replied that a saving of £60k had been earmarked in the budget which equated to 2 planning officers; Development Control had hired staff on short term contracts at the moment which could be reviewed.
112.3   District Cllr Howarth reported on car parking charges.  Motorists received a service and therefore the charges should not be viewed as a tax.  In return for higher car parking charges in the South Hams residents received a lower council tax.  However, the historical low council tax could now only be increased to the current capping level.  Therefore SHDC viewed car parking charges as a pivotal income stream.  Conversely, it was essential to keep car parking charges as low as possible to attract visitors.  He noted that currently, there were 22 businesses up for sale in Kingsbridge and 8 empty shops.  Other towns had different issues and therefore the situation was complex.  Annual permits would increase by 25% and the concessionary residents permit from £10 to £22.  He believed this still remained good value.  He advised Chamber of Commerce members present in the public gallery to write now to the Leader, SHDC to make their representations.  Further to District Cllr O’Callaghan’s report he stated that savings would also be made by lessening SHDC’s engagement with the Crime & Disorder Partnership and tourism.  Staffing could feature as part of the savings.  SHDC operatives still hand swept the town square and therefore he hoped that townspeople would support the purchase of vacuum cleaners.  The deadline for responses to the Secretary of State regarding the Local Government Review for Devon was 19 January 2010.  The Boundary Committee had proposed a whole Devon Unitary authority and should the proposal be supported he anticipated a rapid implementation strategy indeed, SHDC had to submit its comments on potential transitional arrangements by 3 February 2010.  A unitary council was likely to have either 62 members, as the present DCC had, or a larger membership of 124 providing 2 members per current county ward.  It was likely for a preparatory council to be ready for May 2010 and elections to be held in May 2011.

Two members of public left the Chamber     
09/113
URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.

09/114
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

09/115
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 8 December 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

09/116
PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 15 December 2009.  Cllr Howarth agreed to hasten a reply to KTC’s letter dated 26 October 2009 from SHDC’s Development Control regarding a recent planning application. 
09/117
PROPERTY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Property Committee held on 15 December 2009.  
09/118
POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 18 December 2009.  

09/119
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 5 January 2010.  It was further RESOLVED for the Bin Store rent (Quay House grounds) to be increased by 11.9% rather than 10% in accordance with the Retail Increase Index over the previous 5 years.  

09/120
COMMUNITY CENTRE
Members received notes of the informal meeting of the town council held on 22 December 2009, a draft policy regarding the development of a Community Centre for Kingsbridge (CCK), and Cllr Howarth gave a situation report on the project.  He considered that the informal council meeting had been an excellent session.  DCC’s Investment In Devon meeting would receive KTC’s bid for funding at its meeting on 19 January 2010.  Cllr Yates and himself had met with Davis Langdon, Quality Surveyors, to receive information on the unit cost per m² which had increased and subsequently may lead to an additional sum circa £300k on the overall costs.  While the latter was not good news the current development market ensured that good deals may be available.  Members also received a report on KTC’s funding support.  It was then RESOLVED to:

· Approve the draft policy for CCK, subject to amendment, to be received at the Policy Committee. 
· Earmark £50k from capital reserves in financial year 2010/11 which would realise overall funding of £150k to date from KTC.
09/121
PUBLIC OPEN SPACES

Cllr Balkwill gave a situation report on the progress of the Kingsbridge Public Open  Spaces project.  SHDC had allocated total monies at £376k towards improving the town’s public spaces i.e. Recreation Ground infrastructure and play areas, Skate Park, other play areas, Duncombe Park, head of estuary and tennis courts.  Additionally, there were S.106 monies of £46.5k; £15k remained unallocated to date.  Kingsbridge Play Spaces Group had raised £75k towards Recreation Ground play areas however, there was a current shortfall of £20k to reach their target.  In particular, estimates for the Recreation Ground children’s play area had been received well in excess of the budget.  Moreover, £45k received from DCC’s Playbuilder Fund had to be spent by the end of March 2010.  Unfortunately, progress had been slow but it was hoped that the pace would pick up shortly.  Moreover, it had been suggested that monies allocated towards Duncombe Park may have to be transferred to the Recreation Ground to ensure that the latter play areas could be developed in accordance with current plans.  Work was also to take place around the head of the estuary.  Cllr Freeman offered his congratulations to Cllr Balkwill, Cllr Yates, Wendy Bolt and the Play Spaces Group for their efforts and enthusiasm.

District Cllr O’Callaghan and one member of public left the Chamber         
09/122
CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk reported on the following matters:

122.1
Devolved Services – Meeting.  Devon Association of Parish Councils (DAPC) would host a meeting at 6.30 for 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 19 January 2010 in Quay House to explore devolved services.  Programme:

1. Welcome – DAPC

2. Presentation of Stokenham and area Pilot work

3. Options for future progress – SHDC

4. Discussion – exploration of implications of taking on delegated services

5. Next steps

122.2
Future of Combe Royal – Public Meeting.  Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21 Group had invited members to a public meeting at 7.00 p.m. on Friday 22 January 2010 in the 6th Form Centre, Kingsbridge Community College to discuss the future of Combe Royal.

122.3
Presentations to the Town Council.  The following presentations to members had been arranged:
· Ian Gibson, Harbour Master, to make a presentation to members on current Salcombe-Kingsbridge Estuary matters, related to the Harbour Board, at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 23 February 2010 in Quay House.  

· Graham Price, Kingsbridge In Bloom, to make a presentation on KIB’s programme for 2010 at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 23 March 2010 in Quay House.

122.4
Coronation Road – Disabled Parking Bay.  DCC’s Area South Highway Management Office advised that a works order had been submitted for a disabled parking bay to be marked out adjacent to 27 Coronation Road, Kingsbridge.  The resident was a blue badge holder and therefore qualified for the bay.  Other disabled parking bays in the locale which had faded would be re-marked at the same time.

122.5
South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau.  Emma Handley’s (Bureau Manager) letter dated 21 December 2009 thanked KTC for the £1,000 Grant Aid donation.  She included a chart detailing a percentage break down of clients by South Hams’ wards.

122.6
Kingsbridge Matters Newsletter – Winter 2010 Edition.  Members received the draft newsletter which would be completed for delivery around the town week commencing Monday 18 January 2010.  An article would introduce the Kingsbridge DPD, proposals, promotion of displays in Quay House etc. and an exhibition/public meeting to be held on Tuesday 2 February 2010.
Cllr Romanos left the Chamber
09/123
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
123.1   Cllr McGing had attended a meeting of Kingsbridge Fair Week.  A report was received on recent discussions regarding the Fun Fair’s use of Quay Car Park.

123.2   Cllr Griffin had attended meetings of Agenda 21’s Youth Project, KM United, Kingsbridge In Bloom and photo shoot for the town square bike rack.  South Hams Cycling Club had enquired regarding improved links with KTC which could be part of the proposed Kingsbridge Sports Hub.  Cllr Griffin also offered his thanks to the Reception staff for organising the Christmas buffet.  

123.3   Members received a report of Cllr Yates civic duties from September to December 2009.
09/124
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 12 January 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £2,578.10 be approved and signed by the Chairman.

09/125
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN
There was no business brought forward.
09/126
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions.
The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex A:   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC meeting minutes

Dated 12 January 2010 

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Irene Jeeninga & Jain Bennett stated that they represented the Chamber

of Commerce regarding SHDC’s decision to increase car parking charges for financial year 2010/11.  
(Note:  the decisions agreed at SHDC’s meeting on 17 December 2009 effective from 1 April 2010 were for Pay & Display fees in car parks to remain at 30 pence for half hour duration, to increase other charges by 10 pence, and  for the all day charge (i.e. over 6 hour rate) to increase by 20 pence.  Moreover, the Concessionary Parking Permit for Residents was to be increased from £10.00 to £22.00.)
They made the following comments:

· The charges would not be good for the town

· Car parking was a major expense for some
· In particular, it put people off coming into town to make smaller purchases i.e. a newspaper or loaf of bread

· Outside the summer high season local shopkeepers were reliant on local, often elderly, customers who would be hit the hardest by the new charges 

· The charges would put-off visitors

· Shoppers had to be provided with time to browse in shops rather than clock-watching to ensure a return to their vehicle by a specific time

· Morrisons free car park had been full during the recent poor weather while Fore Street had been empty

· There had been no increase for the current financial year

· Concessions ought to be provided for free late afternoon parking or a similar scheme

· It was not understood why SHDC had to make so much money from car parking charges

· Motorists were being disadvantaged and SHDC income should be derived from other sources

· In other towns disks were made available for free parking for a specific period and payment thereafter

· Locally, drivers stopped in loading bays to avoid paying in car parks

· The County Council had made proposals for on-street Pay & Display
meters which was a major disappointment
· Traders had collected over 2,000 signatures on a petition against Pay & Display meters being introduced to Fore Street

· Destination Kingsbridge group were due to further discuss the matter later that week

· The Chamber of Commerce had real concerns and wished to lobby against the increases

Cllr Yates (Chairman) asked members for their comments:

· Cllr Romanos suggested that there were positive and adverse effects.  Some cars stayed in Fore Street for long periods thereby debarring other vehicles from using spaces.  Pay & Display meters may ensure a quicker turnover of shoppers.
· Cllr Howarth noted that in Totnes, the Chamber of Commerce had supported the introduction of Pay & Display meters in their main street.  He was aware however, that Dartmouth did not support the introduction of Pay & Display meters.  DCC was likely to consult on a town-by-town basis.

Cllr Yates thanked Irene and Jain for their statements and replied that SHDC was in the throes of finalising the budget for the following financial year however, KTC was due to meet DCC Highways Officers shortly to explore, amongst other matters, the proposal for Pay & Display meters.  The Chamber of Commerce’s position would be made known.  
