
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2009 

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mick McGing




Cllr Jim Romanos




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil


District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan

Inspector Phil Chivers

PCSO Ashley Hawkes




John Cowling, Senior Council for Devon

Nine Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

09/80

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mike Howarth, Kate Lynn and Jax Williams.

Cllr Yates agreed to take the following agenda item early out-of-turn:
09/87

SENIOR COUNCIL FOR DEVON

John Cowling gave a presentation on the work of the Senior Council for Devon (SCfD).  Following a pilot scheme and funding from the Department of Work & Pensions the SCfD was formed in March 2008.  Providing a presence in Devon’s 29 market and coastal towns the Kingsbridge & District Branch was itself formed in May 2008.  Managed by volunteers, its overall purpose was to improve service provision for people over 50 years old.  Transport and Health matters were of particular importance for the SCfD and its key role was to provide a sounding board for older people on such matters.  Amongst key matters in Kingsbridge which the SCfD had lobbied for were: disability access to the town bus, a raised footpath on the A379, a reduction in high water bills, additional disabled parking spaces in Quay Car Park and a forthcoming disability access survey of town centre shops.   A promotion event was to be held 2.30 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Thursday 3 December 2009 in the Age Concern Building.  

Cllr Binns asked how the SCfD ensured that it did not bypass the local government structure; John replied that the SCfD was a fairly new organisation which was intent on forming good relationships with statutory authorities.  District Cllr O’Callaghan asked why the age of 50 had been chosen rather than 60; John replied that central government has set the age limit.

Cllr Yates thanked John for his most informative presentation.  

Public Open Forum
Members of public made the statements at Annex A.

Seven members of public left the Chamber on completion of the Public Open Forum.
09/81
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
81.1
Inspector Chivers reported on crime statistics for October 2009.  A total of 15 crimes had been committed, compared to 30 crimes in October 2008.  An overall reduction of 50% for a second month in succession.  The breakdown was:  criminal damage to motor vehicle 4, burglary (dwelling) 1, theft/fraud 3, criminal damage 2, assault/violence 3 and others 2.  The offences of assaults/violence included a common assault and 2 sexual assaults.  Public order offences included a male person arrested for breaching an alcohol direction ban and an offence of a supplying a young person with alcohol in licensed premises.  The Neighbourhood Police Team had been involved in Operation Everest on 16 October 2009 regarding motor vehicle enforcement activity with colleagues from the Traffic department.  Numerous tickets had been issued, mainly to locals, for offences such as not wearing seat belts and using mobile phones while driving.  An alcohol test purchasing operation had also been conducted recently.  The team had also attended a Junior Life Skills course at the Leisure Centre, in conjunction with officers from other emergency services, aimed at promoting positive skills and developing self-confidence in young people.  The team had been involved in the inaugural South Hams Connect event on 20 October 2009 which was aimed at sharing skills with other agencies and signposting a number of community support services to townspeople.  Finally, a Police Cadets scheme was to commence in January 2010 aimed at giving direction and responsibility to 14 to 17 year olds and there would be a Police Station Open Day on Sunday 22 November 2009 from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

Insp Chivers then reported on statistics gleaned from the Crime Information System for 1 October 2007 to 30 September 2008 and 1 October 2008 to 30 September 2009.  The figures showed that total recorded crime had reduced by 20.4% during the latter period when compared to the former.  Total violent crime had also reduced by 18.5%.  Crimes committed under the influence of intoxicating substances were only recorded against offences of violence.  There had been an overall reduction of 7.5% for violent crime in the 12 month period to 31 July 2009 when compared to the previous 12 month period.  Anti-social behaviour (ASB) was not recorded by the same mechanism as crime.  While accepting that ASB had a significant corrosive effect on the quality of life for an area it was not a criminal offence and policing strategies were required to be adjusted to reflect that.  On average, Kingsbridge Police were called to attend 30 reports of ASB each month.  In the main, ASB was committed by young people and there was a clear correlation with their access to alcohol as a third of all ASB complaints involved alcohol consumption.  The Police had a number of strategies to combat alcohol related crime.  They did much work alongside SHDC (the Licensing Authority) which included combined visits to licensed premises and regular information exchanges.  Moreover, Police Against Drugs (PADs) passive drug dog visits and joint visits with Trading Standards’ officers (test purchasing operations) were conducted.  At a lower level the Police enforced “Alcohol Free Designated Areas” and issued temporary area bans to persons via Section 27 Notices.  Finally, local engagement with Licensees and partnership work with Spiritualised, Community College surgeries, and KTC via the CCTV system were conducted.  
Members raised a number of questions.  In response Inspector Chivers reported that when people rang in their claims were taken at face value and all crimes were investigated, all vehicle crime was detailed within his monthly reports, and Police officers retired at 60 years old.

Cllr Yates thanked Inspector Chivers and PCSO Hawkes for their excellent work in reducing crime in the town.
Insp Chivers and PCSO Hawkes left the Chamber
81.2
County Cllr Brazil reported that car parking charges had been introduced for DCC staff at County Hall and for 2 days per week staff were not allowed to drive there.  The latter measure would set a good example and promote car sharing.  The Fare 17 Car scheme, which operated discounted journeys, had provided funding for a car in the Kingsbridge area which would be launched later that month.  A review was being conducted of Care Home services which may realise a 20% cut.  The budget consultation was under way and some serious decisions would have to be made with spending cuts inevitable during the following financial year.  Finally, the Local Government Review for Devon did not appear to be progressing.  
Cllr Balkwill requested information on the closure of Combe Royal.  Cllr Brazil replied that the decision to dispose had been taken but it did not mean that it would take immediate effect.  The Friends of Combe Royal had put forward a proposal for it to become a community park however, this had been refused by the Corporate Asset Group.  No decision had been taken on Tresilian (Fore Street) to date.  

Cllrs Romanos and Binns had read DCC’s leaflet regarding part-night street lighting and requested information on which actual streets would be affected in Kingsbridge immediately and in subsequent years.  This information was required in order to express any comments or concerns.  Cllr Brazil replied that any lights not on a main road would be switched off between 12.30 a.m. and 5.30 a.m. 
81.3
District Cllr Gilbert reported that SHDC had also commenced its budgetary consultation process for financial year 2010/11.  The matter regarding use of the Cattle Market car park by Tone Leisure staff from Quayside Leisure Centre was sorted.  At a recent Salcombe Harbour Board meeting it had been agreed to remove a number of wall moorings and to replace with pontoon moorings.  Finally, maintenance dredging of the Kingsbridge Basin would take place over winter 2010/11.

Cllr Romanos asked when SHDC staff would commence paying for car parking at Follaton House.  Cllr Gilbert replied that the matter had been aired previously but had not been well received.    
81.4
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that South Hams residents produced the smallest waste for landfill and had the best recycling figures across the country.  She noted that Quay public toilets was an agenda item that evening and would be interested to hear the debate.  
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber    

09/82

URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.

09/83

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

09/84

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 12 October 2009 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

09/85

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 20 October 2009 and 3 November 2009.  It was agreed to forward a situation report regarding Footpath No.15 to County Cllr Hawkins; who was a member of DCC’s Public Rights of Way Committee.  

09/86

POLICY COMMITTEE

Members were in receipt of the minutes of the Policy Committees held on 9 October 2009 and 30 October 2009.

The former Policy Committee meeting had considered a large number of highways management related matters.  Members had subsequently received representations from residents of Wallingford Road during the Public Open Forum.  It was RESOLVED to amend the Recommendation regarding current parking restrictions (0830-1800 Monday to Sunday) in Wallingford Road to:
· Monday to Friday to be similar to Fosse Road (to be confirmed). 

· Saturday to be agreed following enquiries to Avon Farmers regarding deliveries.
· Sunday to be lifted in entirety.
It was then RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 9 October 2009; the listing of highways matters to be split into those items which required action via a DCC Traffic Regulation Order, and those items which did not (placed in priority order), to be reviewed at the next council meeting as an independent agenda item.

The latter Policy Committee meeting had made Recommendations on the Kingsbridge Development Planning Document (DPD), management of play areas, devolution of SHDC assets, access to Rack Park play space, Concerts on the Quay, Town Criers Guild Championships and red telephone kiosks adoption scheme.  It had also received a situation report on the community centre project (CCK).  It was agreed to hasten from SHDC the Prince’s Foundation draft Kingsbridge DPD.  It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 30 October 2009; subject to two minor amendments.    

09/88

QUAY PUBLIC TOILETS
Members were in receipt of a comprehensive report from Chris Lucas, SHDC Head of Environment Services, regarding the closure of Quay public toilets.  KTC had made a previous request for the toilets to be closed at 10.00 p.m. Monday to Sunday.  SHDC was unable to provide a member of staff to close at such time and therefore closure by staff of the Creeks End had been investigated.  SHDC’s Legal Department however, had a number of concerns regarding the latter scenario.  Given that CCTV now operated in the area SHDC had suggested for the toilets to remain open 24/7.  It was RESOLVED to request SHDC for Quay public toilets to remain open 24 hours per day.     
09/89

CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk reported on the following matters:
89.1
Street Lighting:  Part-Night Lighting Policy.  DCC’s letter MDA dated 21 Oct 09, explanatory leaflet and programme for FY 2009/10 had been copied to members.  Comments or concerns were required to be addressed to County Cllrs Julian Brazil & Sir Simon Day.  In the first instance, the Clerk would request a plan detailing which street lights would be affected.  
89.2
Christmas Illuminations.  Torbay Display were to fix in Fore St, Mill St and Bridge St on Sunday 15 November 2009.  A Christmas tree, to be provided free of charge and positioned in Quay House grounds, had been organised by Jain Bennett of Kingsbridge Creamery.  The lights would be switched on either Friday 20 November or Monday 23 November 2009; to be confirmed.  The Appeal for donations was progressing well and required approximately £250 to reach the target.

89.3
Free Christmas Car Parking.  SHDC’s letter dated 30 October 2009 detailed that 2 free car parking days would be made available over Christmas period 2009 (plus an additional one hour if late night shopping is planned).  Local traders and District Councillors had been consulted.  The free parking days had been confirmed as Saturdays 5 and19 December 2009 starting from 10.00 a.m.  However, due to financial pressures SHDC was most unlikely to support the initiative again in future years.

89.4
Uniform Business Rates.  Following the agreement of SHDC Leader of Council and Town Mayors at their meeting on 14 October 20 09; SHDC had written to Jim Knight MP (Minister for the South West) on behalf of local towns requesting for the recent decision to raise Business Rateable Values to be reversed.

89.5
Road Closure.  DCC had approved a Fore Street road closure for the duration of the “Kingsbridge Celebrates Christmas” event 9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. on Saturday 5 December 2009.

89.6
Empowering Communities in Devon – Conference for Parish &

Town 
Councils.  KTC had been invited to the event to be held at 10.00 a.m. to
2.00 p.m. on Wednesday 25 November 2009 in the Kenn Centre, near Exeter.
89.7
Invitation to meet the Leader of Devon County Council.  County Councillor John Hart, new Leader of DCC, would be attending the Townstal Community Centre, Davis Road, Dartmouth on Monday 7 December 2009 from 6.30 p.m. as part of a major countywide listening exercise.  The event was an open invitation to all members of the community to discuss the priorities for the County over the coming years.  A questionnaire could be completed on-line by visiting www.tinyurl.com/devon-budget.

89.8
Thank You Letters.  Received from the following organisations for recent Grant Aid/Environment Project donations:  Walkers Are Welcome, Friends of Combe Royal, Vitalise, 2nd Kingsbridge Guides, St Thomas of Canterbury Dodbrooke, Young Devon and Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21.
89.9
South Hams Business Forum.  KTC had been invited to the event to be held at 6.30 p.m. on Thursday 26 November 2009 in Follaton House, Totnes.
Cllr Griffin asked the Town Clerk whether Young Devon had commenced an outreach counselling service in Quay House following the demise of the Youth Enquiry Service.  The Town Clerk replied that they had; 3 local counsellors were available to meet young people by appointment on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  The service was funded by Devon Primary Care Trust. 
09/90
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
90.1   Cllr Binns had attended Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21’s Electric Bike 

Roadshow over the previous weekend, and a recent meeting of the group.  He 

had also attended a South Devon Coastal Local Action Group meeting with Liz

Abell (Devon Renaissance) the previous day.

90.2   Cllr McGing, alongside Cllr Washington, had attended the SHDC Local Development Framework DPD presentation on 19 October 2009.

90.3   Cllr Griffin had attended the Electric Bike Roadshow and a meeting of KM United FC; the latter had explored funding matters.  He further reported that Cycle South Hams was looking to progress links with KTC and he was hopeful for drug education sessions to commence in the town from February 2010.

90.4   Cllr Washington had attended the annual general meeting of the Rest Centre Committee; Rona Dainty had been elected as the new chairman.

90.5   Cllr Balkwill had attended a recent meeting of Cookworthy Museum Management Committee.  A film show of “Old Kingsbridge” was to be held at 7.00 p.m. on 13 November 2009 in the Methodist Church Hall.  She further reported that the Kingsbridge In Bloom Committee had started planting again for 2010.
Cllr Thorning and a member of public left the Chamber       
09/91

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 November 2009.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £18,154.46 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

09/92
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN
There was no business brought forward.

09/93

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Romanos asked whether it had been agreed for any presentations to be held outside full council meetings on the third Tuesday of the month.  The Chairman replied that in future this would be actioned accordingly.  
The meeting closed at 9.43 p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC meeting minutes

dated 10 November 2009

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

1.   Ainsley Charlton (14 Wallingford Road), David Harvey (6 Wallingford Road) and Ian Rose-Patterson (10 Wallingford Road) made statements regarding the current car parking restrictions in Wallingford Road and requested that they be lifted on Saturdays and Sundays.  Their comments were supported by 4 other residents from the locale.  On completion town councillors asked a number of questions.

The salient points were:
· Current restrictions forbid car parking from 8.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. Monday to Sunday. 

· There was limited parking available elsewhere in the area.
· The properties did not have driveways.

· Local residents knew the area extremely well and the road had little traffic over the weekend period.
· Although Avon Farmers store (located off Wallingford Road) opened on Saturdays there were no deliveries over the weekend.
· Residents were aware that town councillors may support parking restrictions to be lifted on Saturdays (proposed in Policy Committee minutes dated 9 October 2009) but requested that they also support them to be lifted on Sundays.

· The double yellow lines in the area were deemed to be reasonable and residents’ representations referred to the single yellow lines from Waterloo Road to the entrance of Avon Farmers. 

· The only problem residents recognised was the difficulty some large vehicles had in negotiating the corner from Duncombe Street to Church Street.

· The restrictions had not been enforced for a period of 6 years due to lack of signage which had only been replaced in March 2009.
· Fire crew attending the Fire Station in Duncombe Street used to be able to park in the locale however, they now had to find parking spaces elsewhere which impacted upon their service.

· Traffic Enforcement Officers were very keen which had resulted in parking fines being administered.

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Yates responded that the town council was sympathetic to the views of local residents.  The final arbitrator on highways’ matters was Devon County Council however, the town council would lobby where and whenever it could on behalf of the community.  Town councillors were due to discuss the matter at the meeting that evening and would feedback with their considerations.
2.   Mr John Speed, Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21, thanked the town council and PCSO Ashley Hawkes for all their help which had ensured a successful Electric Bike Roadshow over the previous weekend.  

Chairman’s Response

Cllr Yates replied that he was pleased that the event had been well attended and had received so much interest.
