
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 p.m. ON TUESDAY 10th MAY 2011

Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Julie Barnett




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Wayne Grills




Cllr Irene Jeeninga




Cllr Steve Sidney




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate 

In Attendance:
County Cllr Sir Simon Day




District Cllr Simon Wright







Sgt Jane Corkhill




PC Paul Chesworth




Natasha Heard, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Four Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

At the outset Cllr Yates welcomed new town councillors Wayne Grills &  Steve Sidney, congratulated the 4 re-elected members in East Ward, welcomed new district councillors Simon Wright & Keith Wingate, re-elected district councillor Rufus Gilbert, and county councillor Sir Simon Day.      
11/01

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from County Cllr Julian Brazil.
11/02

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders for the duration of the election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman (agenda items 11/03 and 11/04); in order for elections, if required, to be conducted via secret ballot.

11/03

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Binns was elected as Chairman and Town Mayor for mayoral year 2011-12 and read out his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
The outgoing chairman Cllr Yates thanked members for their support over the last 2 years and stated that he had thoroughly enjoyed being chairman and town mayor.  He considered that the town council had moved forward in the previous 4 years.  Cllr Griffin then proposed a vote of thanks for Ann Yates (present in the public gallery) which was warmly accepted and agreed by fellow members.
Cllr Binns thanked members for the confidence they had showed in him.  He stated 3 aspirations for KTC:  to complete ongoing projects; to address growing pressure regarding grounds maintenance, proposed pay and display meters, and public toilets; and to consult with the public on new projects.  Moreover, he had personal aspirations to ensure delivery, working as a team, consultation, and to enjoy the year ahead.     

 11/04

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Jeeninga was elected as Vice Chairman and Deputy Town Mayor for mayoral year 2011-12 and read out her Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

11/05

DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

The Town Clerk confirmed that he had received Declarations of Acceptance of Office from all members of the council.  There was however, one vacancy.    

David Frost who had been elected in the uncontested Kingsbridge Westville Ward had written to Cllr Yates on 24 April 2011 to tender his resignation for personal reasons and indeed, had moved from the town.  The resignation had been acknowledged.  SHDC’s Solicitor had confirmed that in accordance with the Representation of the People’s Act the vacancy could be advertised immediately to allow the residents of Westville Ward the opportunity to call for an election by Friday 3 June 2011.  An advert had been placed in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette for Friday 13 May 2011.  Should an election not be called then members could take steps to co-opt a new councillor.  The Town Clerk would feedback at the next full council meeting.
11/06

APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES



Appointments to membership of the Finance, Planning, Policy and Property Committees were agreed; now reproduced at Annex A.  


11/07

APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES



Appointments to Outside Bodies were agreed; now reproduced at Annex B.     

11/08

DEEDS 




   

The Clerk had reviewed the file including all leases which were accurate to date and could be sighted by members. 


Public Open Forum

There were no statements from members of public.
11/09
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

09.1
Sgt Corkhill apologised that Insp Chivers could not be present at the meeting that evening.  She thanked Cllr Yates for the fantastic support received from KTC over the last 2 years which was much appreciated.  Kingsbridge Police considered that they had a unique relationship with the town council and were looking forward to working with Cllr Binns.

She then reported on crime statistics for April 2011.  A total of 22 crimes had been committed compared to 33 crimes in April 2010.  The breakdown was: theft/fraud 7, burglary (non-dwelling) 1, assault/violence 4, criminal damage 4, drugs 1, and others 5.  The drugs offence related to an incident in Mill Street where a person had been arrested on suspicion of possession of a Class A drug.  The CID were investigating an assault on 30 April 2011 which resulted in a person receiving kicks to the head and 2 persons had been arrested and were on bail.  PC Chesworth and PCSO Hawkes were in the throes of establishing a new Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in Waterside Park.  Reports of anti-social behaviour in the Montagu Road area had led to patrols being stepped up in the locale.  There would be a zero tolerance approach to any football being played in the town square and covert operations were being carried out.  There had been a number of parking concerns around the town however, the Police could only take action with regard to obstructions of the highway.  Finally, speeding had been reported along the Embankment Road and an operation was to take place the following day.

Cllr Wingate commented that speeding was also a problem in Duncombe Street which was noted by Sgt Corkhill.  Cllrs Gilbert and Griffin complimented the Police on their swift action regarding recent incidents of anti-social behaviour on the town square which had been reported at the last KTC/Police Liaison Meeting.      

Sgt Corkhill and PC Chesworth left the Chamber
09.2
County Councillor Sir Simon Day reported that he was pleased that District Cllr Wright had been elected to SHDC as he had stood against him 2 years previously as an Independent.  DCC was scheduled to spend £520m in the current financial year and had been required to save £54m however, council tax had not risen and DCC’s proportion of a Band D council tax was £118.30.  Reserves had been reduced to £18m.  He was chairman of the Audit Committee and remained a member of the Devon & Cornwall Police Authority.  The Police budget was £307m and the Chief Constable had to reduce the force by approximately 700 officers over the next 4 years however, PCSOs would be maintained at their current complement.  Elected Police Commissioners were supported by central government which he believed was the wrong decision.  The European Peoples Party had been removed but he served on the EU’s Committee of the Regions.  Finally, he worked closely with his fellow County Cllr Julian Brazil and tried to use his locality fund to improve projects in the community; in particular he was pleased that Kingsbridge Community College was to receive some monies from the sale of Exeter Airport.

09.3
Cllr Binns introduced Cllr Gilbert as the chairman of SHDC and Cllr Gilbert replied that the decision had to be ratified that week.  He then reported that he was delighted to have been re-elected as a district councillor and intended to serve the town as best possible.  
09.4
Cllr Wingate stated that he was delighted to have been elected to SHDC.  

09.5
Cllr Wright had been in office for one day only and was looking forward to serving the town. 

11/10

URGENT BUSINESS

There was one item of urgent business which Cllr Binns proposed to take at agenda item 11/20:  “Reduction in Plastic Bags”.
11/11

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
11/12

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on 12 April  2011 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

11/13

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 3 May 2011.

11/14

FINANCE COMMITTEE/ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 19 April 2011, and to approve the unaudited Annual Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement for financial year 2010/11 ending 31 March 2011.

11/15

PUBLIC TOILETS – RECREATION GROUND
Members were in receipt of information relating to the newly refurbished public toilet in the Recreation Ground relating to ownership, management and cleaning (and payment thereof).  It was noted that SHDC had agreed to carry out the cleaning task.  A full debate took place and it then was RESOLVED for:
· KTC to take responsibility for management of the Recreation Ground’s public toilet until the proposed kiosk franchise takes over to include:

1. opening and closing the facility, and 
2. payment to SHDC for cleaning
· KTC to seek competition from local cleaning firms/independent cleaners to complete the cleaning task 

· opening and closing routines to be investigated further with staff to carry out the task in the short term with assistance from members and Kingsbridge Playspaces Group 
· an automatic timed opening and closing lock mechanism to be researched

· KTC to seek 24/7 opening in the longer term

11/16

LOCAL BUS SERVICES
Members were conscious of recent articles and letters in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette, alongside direct representations to themselves, regarding  revised local bus services.  The concerns addressed the demise of the Sunday 93 bus service from Kingsbridge to Plymouth, the amalgamation of the 160 town bus service and 162 Loddiswell-Hope Cove service, the demise of the direct X64 bus service from Kingsbridge to Exeter (which now started and stopped at Totnes) alongside poor connection times with the 164 Kingsbridge to Totnes bus service.  It was identified that the subject was due to be discussed at DCC’s South Hams Traffic & Highways Order (HATOC) meeting to be held at Follaton House, Totnes on 29 July 2011; Amanda Bloomer of Kingsbridge Information Centre was due to attend as a spokesperson on behalf of the community.  Members were in receipt of a letter, in his absence, from County Cllr Brazil which reported that he had been in contact with DCC’s Transport Team and bus companies.  It was RESOLVED to write to DCC to lobby very strongly for improved bus services for the Kingsbridge community.  
11/17

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk reported on the following:

17.1
New Councillor Training.  A Devon Association for Local Council’s event would take place in Ivybridge on Thursday 16 June 2011 (time to be confirmed).
17.2
Register of Gifts and Hospitality.  Members were reminded to register details of any gift or hospitality over the value of £25 on forms held by the Town Clerk within 28 days of receipt of the gift or hospitality.  On completion these would be sent to the Monitoring Officer at SHDC.

17.3
Newspaper Adverts.  The following adverts would appear in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette dated Friday 13 May 2011:

· Casual vacancy.  Announcement of the opportunity for an election in Kingsbridge Westville Ward (see agenda item 11/05).
· Room 8 to let.  Kingsbridge Information Centre had just moved out of Room 8 on the first floor.

· Cleaner required.  At the refurbished public toilet in the Recreation Ground (see agenda item 11/15). 
17.4
Property Matters:  
· Embankment Road Lighting.  New LED lighting festoons had been fitted however, some ancillary work and testing was required.  Probable switch-on week beginning 23 May 2011. 

· Trebblepark Allotments.  Tree lopping along the western boundary would be conducted for 2 days duration that week.
· Embankment Road Cemetery.  The grounds maintenance contractor had carried out an initial clearance of shrubbery along the western boundary of the site.  A second clearance would take place shortly.  It was hoped that this action would identify further space for burial plots.
· Main and side gates repainting would be completed shortly.
· Public Benches.  The Cookworthy Road bench had been stripped and re-varnished; the bench outside Cookworthy Museum would be re-painted that week.  
17.6
Community Awareness Day.  Twenty five consultation forms had been completed by members of public at the event held in the Market Hall the previous day.  The basic questionnaire addressed priorities and projects in the town and findings would be presented to the Policy Committee.

17.7
Reverend Tony Kyriakides-Yeldham – Resignation.  Rev Yeldham had identified to the community that he was to resign from the Benefice of St Edmunds and Dodbrooke on 31 August 2011.   Members agreed that a letter should be sent to him from KTC reporting members sadness at the news and gratitude for what he had achieved during his tenure.
11/18
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
18.1  Cllr Balkwill had attended meetings/working parties of Kingsbridge In Bloom.  Grass cutting and grounds maintenance of the public realm was of concern and it was noted that the Policy Committee would discuss the same that week.  Further evidence of consultation had been requested by Community Spaces for the Kingsbridge Playspaces Group funding bid.  This had been provided and the bid would be received by the Grants Panel in late May 2011.  
18.2  Cllr Griffin had taken part in Kingsbridge In Bloom working parties and congratulated the group on their achievements in the town square.
18.3  Cllr Yates reported that he had represented KTC at the town square during a recent visit by Cllr Baverstock, SHDC’s Chairman.

18.4
Cllr Jeeninga had attended a recent meeting of the Age Concern Committee.  More part-time cooks were required and a legacy left to the group would be used to fit a projector and ancillary equipment.  In particular, the Royal Wedding Day event, which included a 3 course meal for £4, had been well supported and very enjoyable. 
11/19

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 May 2011.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £11,409.58 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

11/20

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN:
REDUCTION IN PLASTIC BAGS

Cllr Binns had attended a showing of the film “Message in the Waves” by the South Hams Society which identified environmental concerns regarding plastic bags.  It was RESOLVED to support the South Hams Society’s project to reduce plastic bags in Kingsbridge.    
11/21

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Balkwill remarked that a number of traders vans were parked in and around the town square Farmers Market on the previous weekend and that they should be parked elsewhere on completion of unloading.  District Cllr Wright, on behalf of the Chairman, agreed to look into the matter.
The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annexes:
A.   Membership of Committees.

B.   Representatives on Outside Bodies.
Annex A to KTC Minutes dated 10 May 2011

Kingsbridge Town Council

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES

	FINANCE COMMITTEE

	Appointment 
	2010/2011
	2011/12

	Members 
	Anne Balkwill

Rufus Gilbert

Bob Freeman

Beryl Washington

Vacancy
	Bob Freeman
Rufus Gilbert

Robin Griffin
Beryl Washington

Vacancy

	Internal Auditor
	Ken Abraham
	Ken Abraham

	Ex Officio (2)
	Philip Yates

John Binns
	John Binns

Irene Jeeninga

	Secretary 
	Martin Johnson
	Martin Johnson

	PROPERTY COMMITTEE

	Appointment 
	2010/2011
	2011/12

	Members 
	Julie Barnett

Bob Freeman

Rufus Gilbert

Robin Griffin

Irene Jeeninga
	Julie Barnett

Bob Freeman

Rufus Gilbert

Robin Griffin

Beryl Washington

Keith Wingate

	Ex Officio (2)
	Philip Yates

John Binns
	John Binns

Irene Jeeninga

	Secretary 
	Martin Johnson
	Martin Johnson

	POLICY COMMITTEE

	Appointment 
	2010/2011
	2011/2012

	Members 
	Anne Balkwill

Rufus Gilbert

Robin Griffin

Mike Howarth

Vacancy
	Anne Balkwill
Robin Griffin

Wayne Grills

Stephen Sidney

Philip Yates

	Ex Officio (2)
	Philip Yates

John Binns
	John Binns

Irene Jeeninga

	Secretary
	Martin Johnson
	Martin Johnson

	PLANNING COMMITTEE

	Appointment
	2010/2011
	2011/2012

	Members 
	Julie Barnett

Bob Freeman

Robin Griffin

Beryl Washington

Keith Wingate


	Julie Barnett

Bob Freeman

Robin Griffin

Wayne Grills

Beryl Washington

Philip Yates

	Ex Officio (2)


	Philip Yates

John Binns
	John Binns

Irene Jeeninga

	Secretary
	Martin Johnson
	Martin Johnson


Annex B to KTC Minutes dated 10 May 2011

Kingsbridge Town Council

REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	Appointment
	2010/2011
	2011/2012

	Agenda 21 Kingsbridge & District Group
	John Binns
	Vacancy

	Dodbrook Feoffees
	Bob Freeman

Beryl Washington
	Bob Freeman

Beryl Washington

	Kingsbridge Age Concern Committee
	Irene Jeeninga
	Irene Jeeninga

	Kingsbridge Community

College Trust 

(2 trustees)
	Mr Tony Child 

David Thorning 

(all until further notice)
	Mr Tony Child
Mr David Thorning

	Kingsbridge Community Transport 
	Robin Griffin
	Robin Griffin

	Devon Association of Parish Councils

Larger Councils sub committee
	John Binns


	Vacancy



	Kingsbridge Fair Week Committee
	Kate Lynn 

Robin Griffin
	Robin Griffin

Julie Barnett

	Kingsbridge Feoffees

(4 trustees)
	Anne Balkwill

Jim Romanos

David Thorning

Beryl Washington

(all until further notice)
	Anne Balkwill

Julie Barnett

Mr Jim Romanos

Beryl Washington

 (all until further notice)

	Kingsbridge Senior Citizens Rest Centre Committee
	Kate Lynn

Beryl Washington


	Beryl Washington



	Kingsbridge Isigny-Weilerbach Twinning Society
	John Binns

Rufus Gilbert

Town Mayor
	Rufus Gilbert
Philip Yates

Town Mayor

	South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau Trustees Board
	Mike Howarth


	Rufus Gilbert



	Police Liaison Committee
	John Binns

Robin Griffin

Rufus Gilbert

Philip Yates
	John Binns

Rufus Gilbert

Robin Griffin

Wayne Grills
Philip Yates



	Parish Tree Wardens
	Bob Freeman

Kate Lynn
	Bob Freeman

Keith Wingate

	Cookworthy Museum Management Committee
	John Binns

(sub: Robin Griffin)
	Philip Yates

(sub: Robin Griffin)

	Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club
	John Binns
	Steve Sidney

	Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce 
	Rufus Gilbert

(Sub: Philip Yates)
	Rufus Gilbert

(Sub: Philip Yates)

	Salcombe Kingsbridge Estuary Conservation Forum
	John Binns


	John Binns



	Kingsbridge in Bloom
	Anne Balkwill
	Anne Balkwill

	Kingsbridge Play Spaces Group
	Anne Balkwill
	Anne Balkwill

	Walkers Are Welcome
	Robin Griffin
	Robin Griffin

	KM United FC
	Robin Griffin
	Steve Sidney

	Destination Kingsbridge
	
	Rufus Gilbert (SHDC)

Philip Yates (KTC)
Town Mayor

	Kingsbridge Information Centre
	
	Wayne Grills



	South Hams Community & Voluntary Services
	
	Steve Sidney

	Carbon Reduction Group
	
	Steve Sidney


