
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY

10th JANUARY 2012

Present:

Cllr John Binns (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr Julie Barnett




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert 




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Irene Jeeninga




Cllr Steve Sidney




Cllr Mark Thompson




Cllr Beryl Washington




Cllr Keith Wingate




Cllr Philip Yates

In Attendance:
County Cllr Julian Brazil


District Cllr Simon Wright




Insp Andrew Tomlinson




Natasha Heard, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Three Members of Public




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

11/119

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Wayne Grills. 

Public Open Forum

Two members of public made statements which are at Annex A.

11/120
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

120.1
Insp Tomlinson reported on crime statistics for December 2011.  A total of 30 crimes had been committed compared to 21 crimes during December 2010.  Four arrests had been made and 5 incidents had been dealt with by other means.  There had been 3 domestic violence offences.  A dispute between neighbours had been dealt with via restorative justice.  A common assault regarding a drink poured over a person’s head had resulted in words of advice to the offender.  An assault on a staff member at Coast nightclub had resulted in a known suspect being interviewed and the matter was progressing.  Also enquires were continued regarding an assault in another licensed premises.  There had been 3 burglaries at dwellings.  Two separate offences in Fore Street between 13 and 14 December at unoccupied premises.  Firstly, a rear door had been forced and jewellery, electrical goods and furniture stolen; and secondly, a window had been forced but nothing taken.  The third burglary had occurred in Highfield Drive between 6 and 20 December at unoccupied premises with a window forced but nothing had been taken.  It was suspected that all 3 offences were linked to a wider investigation in South Devon.  Three outboard motors had been stolen from boats along the Embankment overnight on 14/15 December; 2 of the boats had been moved from the quay and the engines removed elsewhere.  A drug warrant had been executed and a small quantity of drugs seized.  Speed checks were to be progressed by the Neighbourhood Team that week.  Finally, in a response to a request from the last full council meeting, examples of restorative justice were provided:

· youths setting off fire extinguishers in the school hall had been required to attend a fire setters’ course where the possible consequences of their actions were examined  
· a juvenile shoplifter had apologised to the trader and had conducted jobs around her house to raise cash to donate to a charity of the shop’s choice

· a person had apologised to car owners following a series of damage to vehicles and provided compensation for damage

· theft from ‘tip’ jars had resulted in compensation and commitment to seek help for medical issues

· a long standing dispute between neighbours had led to engagement with a mediation service to resolve the issue.

It was noted that if such offences were received at court they would probably result in either a caution or conditional discharge without any financial compensation made to the victims therefore restorative justice measures were considered to be very worthy.  A You Tube video “The Woolf Within” was recommended.  A review of Police logs over the Christmas and New Year period highlighted a relatively quiet period.  Incidents had involved a drunk male in the road who was taken home and an abusive group refused entry from pubs however, when Police were called the group had dispersed.  Finally, and responding to a matter raised during the Public Open Forum, he reported that no new graffiti incidents had been reported in December and therefore current markings may be historic.  However, PCSO Hawkes would survey the properties concerned. 

Cllr Binns reported that he had held met with Sgt David Green recently to discuss speeding along the Embankment Road.  He also asked if vandalism to the Recreation Ground toilet had been recorded as a crime.  Insp Tomlinson confirmed that there were no leads to date in catching the offenders.  Cllr Griffin supported restorative justice measures and provided a further recent example.  Insp Tomlinson added that statistical evidence identified lower re-offending after restorative justice than within the wider criminal justice system.

Inspector Tomlinson left the Chamber

120.2
County Cllr Brazil reported Devon County Council (DCC) was in the throes of its budget setting process and anticipated to make savings of £10m.  He considered that a candid report was required regarding which services would be cut rather than mere headlines.  Without detailed information on, for example parish lengthsmen and bus services, it was difficult for local councils to understand the proposals and they were unable to plan ahead.  He had been pleased to approve a grant for the Chamber of Commerce to aid their efforts to diminish the effects of current gas works in Fore Street and keep Kingsbridge open for business.   
120.3
District Cllr Gilbert reported that while both blue and clear recycling bags were now emptied into the same refuse truck they were subsequently sorted and the system had been introduced as an economy measure.  The extension during Fore Street gas works for residents parking permits had commenced; to provide an extra hour at start and completion times i.e. from 3.00 p.m. to 11.00 a.m. the following day.  Everyone was encouraged to promote the new scheme.  He had noted the comments regarding new graffiti in the town and detailed that SHDC had a policy to remove immediately from its properties.  Finally, he made reference to County Cllr Brazil’s statement on DCC cuts and reported that South Hams District Council (SHDC) would also be making cuts in its budget however, frontline services would not be affected.   
120.4  District Cllr Wingate reported that SHDC was progressing its budget for the next financial year.  He had been involved in numerous recent planning matters.  A change to the benefit system had been proposed whereby claimants would be required to make applications on-line.  Computers could be provided at Follaton House however, access to PCs in Kingsbridge needed to be considered for example at either Quay House or the Library which required further investigation.    
120.5  District Cllr Wright was a member of groups reviewing community engagement and devolved services.  
11/121
URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr Binns proposed 3 items of urgent business to be received at agenda item 11/132:  Gas Works in Fore Street, Devolved Services Workshop and Water Leak off West Alvington Hill.  
11/122
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
11/123
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the full council meeting held on

13 December 2011 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record; subject to one minor amendment.
11/124
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 20 December 2011 and 3 January 2012.  In particular, members noted that 2 discussions had been held regarding the promotion of planning applications received at committee meetings.  It was considered that KTC was doing its best possible to identify planning business to local residents.  
 11/125
FINANCE COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 3 January 2012.
11/126
OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY
Members had received a presentation prior to the meeting on the Olympic Torch which was scheduled to pass through Kingsbridge on Sunday 20 May 2012.  It was RESOLVED for a Working Group of Cllrs Griffin, Grills and Sidney, to consider the co-ordination of the Torch Relay and for members of the group to attend a meeting at Follaton House, Totnes on Thursday 19 January 2012. 
11/127
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
It was reported that a French twinning visit involving KTC members coincided with the scheduled date of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 8 May 2012.  Standing Orders allowed the AGM to be held on such day in May as members directed.  It was RESOLVED to hold the AGM at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 15 May 2012.
11/128
VANDALISM TO PUBLIC TOILETS
The public toilets in the Recreation Ground had been vandalised between Saturday 24 and Tuesday 27 December 2011.  It was RESOLVED to offer a reward of £100 for information which led to a person (or persons) being charged by the Police.
County Cllr Brazil left the Chamber
11/129
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

Members received the following report from the Town Clerk:

129.1
 Traffic Management Plan for Kingsbridge.  Lee Cranmer, DCC Highways & Traffic Management, had confirmed that he intended to approach KTC shortly to arrange a first meeting.

129.2
Gateway Signage.  Kingsbridge In Bloom had confirmed its willingness to fund, alongside £250 from County Cllr Brazil, the supply and fitting of 5 new gateway signs for the town.  Members viewed images of the signs.
129.3
Property Business.  There would be much maintenance and repair work conducted until financial year end:
1. Bandstand repaint to commence 20 February 2012.
2. New guttering and repair/repaint of windows at rear of Quay House also to commence on the above date.
3. Blind for the Council Chamber notice board.

4. Replacement bollards at parking spaces adjacent to Rear Hall.

5. Repairs/new cords for sash windows in the Council Chamber.

6. Repairs to lawn edging in Quay House grounds.

7. Resetting and securing of column at the front porch.

8. Repairs to external notice board at Quay House.

9. Loft insulation, replacement light tubes, new heating system and secondary glazing.  An application for funding had been made to the Energy Saving Trust’s Local Energy Assessment Fund in late December 20211.
129.4
Christmas Tree.  The tree was scheduled to be taken down on Wednesday 11 January 2012.
11/130
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
130.1   Cllr Griffin had assisted with the decommission of the Christmas Lights and the Clerk would provide a report to the Destination Kingsbridge group that week.
130.2
Cllr Binns had attended a SHDC/Mayors & Clerks meeting on 4 January 2012.  There were no plans for frontline services to be reduced in the next financial year, the Budget Challenge Event had been poorly attended, there were disparate approaches to DPD site masterplanning around the towns and chiefly there was no compunction on developers to adopt the masterplans, and Dartmouth/Ivybridge had requested for Link Officers.
11/131
FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Members received a schedule of payments due to date 10 January 2012.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £3,017.99 be approved and signed by the Chairman.

11/132
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN
132.1

GAS WORKS IN FORE STREET
Cllr Jeeninga reported that not all earmarked signage had been provided, deliveries were proving a little difficult, and vehicles were being driven too fast.  Moreover, on occasions there was 2 way traffic, i.e. ingress/egress of delivery vehicles and taxis, which was highlighted as a safety issue for pedestrians.  It was RESOLVED for the Town Clerk to contact Wales & West Utilities Operations Manager immediately to request action to rectify current safety matters in Fore Street.      
132.2

DEVOLVED SERVICES WORKSHOP
Members received an invitation to attend a “Developing the Devolved Services Model Workshop” at 2.00 to 4.00 p.m. on Tuesday 31 January 2012.  It was agreed for expressions of interest to be made to the Town Clerk.
132.3

WATER LEAK OFF WEST ALVINGTON HILL
Cllr Thompson reported a serious water leak in lower West Alvington Hill, close to the junction with Ropewalk and Ilbert Road, caused by an overflowing drain.  The water would be a real hazard given icy conditions.  It was agreed for the Town to request South West Water to rectify.
11/133
QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

There were no questions to the Chairman.

The meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annex:

A.   Public Open Forum.
Annex A to

KTC minutes

dated 10 January 2012

Public Open Forum

1.   Mr Graham Price reported that he had spoken to a couple of people who had expressed their disappointment that the Promenade lights were not working.  
Chairman’s response.  The Town Clerk, on behalf of Cllr Binns, replied that KTC shared residents’ disappointment and the town council’s electrical contractor and himself were addressing the matter.  Cllr Gilbert added there had been a problem with the supplier which required resolution.

Mr Price further reported that there had been a spate of graffiti around the town and particularly in the Backways.  He was aware that the Police were trying to identify the persons responsible via ‘tagging’ posters but felt it was unsightly and needed to be painted over.
Chairman’s response.  Cllr Binns and the Town Clerk replied that the properties affected would be identified and a clean up scheme instigated.  
2.   Mr Philip Walton reported that he was working up a project “The Hideaway Speakeasy” at 5a Mill Street.  The premises had previously been used as a restaurant.  He was very happy to answer any questions on his proposals for the business and provided an open invitation for members to visit him.  He was on-site most of the time during the day or alternatively members could make an appointment.
Chairman’s response.  Cllr Binns thanked Mr Walton for his statement.  
