
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF KINGSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, QUAY HOUSE AT 1900 ON TUESDAY 11 MAY 2010
Present:

Cllr Philip Yates (Chairman)




Cllr Anne Balkwill




Cllr John Binns




Cllr Bob Freeman




Cllr Rufus Gilbert




Cllr Robin Griffin




Cllr Mike Howarth




Cllr Kate Lynn




Cllr David Thorning




Cllr Beryl Washington

In Attendance:
District Cllr Denise O’Callaghan




Inspector Phil Chivers




Jenni Briscoe, Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette




Representative, Radio Devon



Thirty Eight Parishioners




Martin Johnson, Town Clerk

10/01

APPOINTMENT OF TOWN MAYOR
Cllr Philip Yates was appointed as Town Mayor for 2010/11.  He thanked his fellow councillors for their confidence in him and reported that he would continue to do his very best on behalf of townspeople.
10/02

APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR
The outgoing Deputy Mayor Anne Balkwill thanked members for their support over the previous year.  

Cllr John Binns was appointed as Deputy Town Mayor for 2010/11 and reported that he would give his best efforts to the post.
Due to the large number of members of public in attendance, Cllr Yates brought forward the following item early out-of-turn: 

Public Open Forum

Several members of public made statements at Annex A regarding planning application 28/0611/10/O (proposals for a Tesco retail store).
In response to matters raised during the Public Open Forum, Cllr Yates brought forward the following item early out-of-turn:

10/12
PLANNING COMMITTEE (minutes of meeting held on 20 April 2010; agenda item 138.2)
28/0611/10/O – New planning permission to replace extant outline permission 28/2431/06/O for the erection of a 3,716m² food retail store plus car parking, service access and improved links to Fore Street.  Industrial Trading Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge and adjacent Low Level Town Centre Long-stay Car Park, Cookworthy Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1QN.  Applicant:  Tesco Stores Ltd & Sauton GP.
While the Planning Committee was afforded delegated powers to make decisions on behalf of full council regarding planning applications, in accordance with its terms of reference regarding major developments in the town, it had made a Recommendation only to be considered by the full council that evening.  The Recommendation was for Refusal on the grounds that several matters had not been dealt with to KTC’s satisfaction.
Members were made aware of all representations received to date from members of public and hard copies were available in the Council Chamber for sighting.

District Cllr Gilbert reported he would be unable to take a predetermined position prior to the application being received by SHDC’s Development Management Committee and gave a situation report.  It was his understanding that Tesco was considering to start building the store before the current detailed planning permission expired at the end of June 2010.  If they did so the current renewal application would be withdrawn.  Should Tesco commence building some car parking would probably be lost during the peak summer season at Cookworthy Road Car Park; this would not benefit Fore Street traders.  If the renewal application was not withdrawn, and the current application was approved, then build was likely to commence in the autumn.  He was presently in discussion with Tesco and SHDC officers to get the new Lower Union Road Car Park opened in the very early stages of build to help Fore Street traders and the community.  Members of public were reminded that planning approval had been granted prior to the 2007 local elections and the current town council had lobbied very hard for Tesco to improve their environment standards and provide a lift to Fore Street Car Park. 
Members of public present were reminded that Tesco’s planning application would be received by SHDC’s Development Management Committee at 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday 23 June 2010.

Much discussion took place on the matter, several members made comments, and amendments were proposed, and carried, to the original Recommendation made by the Planning Committee.  

It was then RESOLVED to recommend Refusal, to SHDC’s Development Management Committee, due to the well documented change in the economic situation since the original outline planning permission was granted in March 2007 and thereby the negative impact a further retail store would have on local traders, and on the grounds that several matters had not been dealt with to Kingsbridge Town Council’s satisfaction:

· a tower lift or escalator is required to Fore Street Car Park,

· the car park at the former Western Power Distribution site is required to be operational before the retail store development commences,

· environment standards are required to be improved,  

· the junction with Cookworthy Road is required to be improved prior to opening of the retail store, and

· Section 106 funding is required to be reviewed and monies earmarked towards the regeneration of Kingsbridge.
Thirty two members of public left the Chamber  
10/03

APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Due to time constraints it was RESOLVED to defer appointments to membership of the Finance, Planning, Policy and Property Committees to the next full council meeting.

10/04

APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES
Due to time constraints it was RESOLVED to defer appointments to Outside Bodies to the next full council meeting. 
10/05

DEEDS AND TRUST INSTRUMENTS

The Clerk had reviewed the file of Deeds and Trust Instruments, which had been checked as up to date, and was available for sighting by members.  

10/06

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Jim Romanos, and County Cllrs Julian Brazil and Sir Simon Day. 

10/07
REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE REPRESENTATIVES
07.01   Insp Chivers reported on crime statistics for April 2010.  A total of 36 crimes had been committed, compared to 30 crimes in April 2009.  The

breakdown was:  theft from motor vehicle 2, criminal damage to motor vehicle 3, burglary (dwelling) 1, burglary (other) 2, theft/fraud 11, criminal damage 4, assault/violence 6, drugs 3, and others 4.  This had been the first increase from the previous year in 9 months.  

The burglary (dwelling) was with regard to a coat stolen from the Leisure Centre containing house and car keys to effect entry into a house where jewellery had been stolen.  He reported that the community remained naïve with regard to personal security.  The burglary (other) incidents were at a Veterinary Surgery and a commercial retail premises.  In the former incident a window had been smashed and it was believed the property had been entered but nothing stolen, in the latter incident the property had been entered and alarm system attacked but again nothing had been stolen.  There were possible links with a series of incidents at commercial premises on industrial estates in Churchstow and Loddiswell.  He appealed for garden equipment and sheds to be locked up.  The assault/violence statistics did not include any offences in a public place.  Three separate domestic related incidents of Actual Bodily Harm had been committed and in each case a male person had been arrested.  There had been an altercation between male students (Year 9) outside of school and 2 incidents of harassment regarding a dispute between neighbours and a public order offence with male persons arrested at both incidents.  Drugs incidents had resulted from proactive Police work following stop checks of individuals.  Finally, the Other category incidents resulted in 2 arrests for driving with excess alcohol and 2 arrests for drunk and disorderly behaviour in a public space.  

Insp Chivers also reported on the Neighbourhood Team’s activity over the previous month.  The team had been joined by PC Jo Smith as stand-in Neighbourhood Beat Manager in PC Paul Chesworth’s absence.  PCSO Ashley Hawkes had continued his patrols around the town and in particular, had engaged with teenagers who had been too eager to enter the new skate park under development.  There had been a meeting with Boatwatch regarding plans for the summer months and the Police valued their partnership.  Sgt Jane Corkhill was carrying out some good work to sort a long-standing neighbourhood dispute between 2 families.  Finally, he made an appeal for the Front Offices questionnaire to be completed by as many people as possible.  
Cllr Balkwill thanked Insp Chivers for deploying Traffic Police along the Embankment Road but asked whether the operations could be more covert rather than officers wearing high visibility jackets which made motorists aware of their presence at a considerable distance.  Insp Chivers replied that officers were required to be highly visible however, on occasions the Police did use unmarked cars for such tasks.

Cllr Binns requested comments on the marine scene.  Insp Chivers replied that large engines had been stolen, probably ‘to order’ and boats at the high end of the market were being targeted.  He would review their partnership work with Boatwatch as the season moved on.  

Cllr Yates asked if the Police used the service of South Hams mediators.  Insp Chivers replied that they did however, there had to be acceptance from all parties concerned.

Cllr Yates commented that he was dismayed at the judge’s decision at Plymouth Crown Court recently following the fracas last year which had been evidenced by the Town Council’s CCTV system.  Insp Chivers replied that the Police task was to present persons to the court system but then had to leave it to others to make decisions.  

Cllr Freeman asked Insp Chivers for his own comments on reports that people were losing confidence with the Police.  He replied that South Hams and West Devon were the only areas in the Force to achieve good community consultation results.

Cllr Gilbert commented that he had met with Sgt Corkhill and PC Smith, Coast Night Club staff, local residents and SHDC Environment officers regarding the night club in order to provide a greater understanding of each others positions.  

Insp Chivers left the Chamber

07.02
District Cllr O’Callaghan reported that the Tesco planning application would be received by SHDC’s Development Management Committee on 23 June 2010; as a committee member she could not make and comment as this could be construed as a pre-determined position.  For the record, she reported that she voted against the proposals previously.  The Kingsbridge Site Allocations DPD had been published on 30 April 2010 with a 6 week consultation period.  

07.03
District Cllr Gilbert reported that the Grand Opening & Celebration of the new Play Spaces would take place from noon on Saturday 5 June 2010 with Dr Sarah Wollaston MP conducting the official opening.  
07.04
District Cllr Howarth did not have anything further to add to the reports from his fellow District Cllrs.
10/08

URGENT BUSINESS
The Chairman proposed 2 items of urgent business:  “Open Spaces Project” and “Grant Aid”; to be considered at agenda items 10/19 and 10/23.2 respectively.
10/09

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Washington declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 10/12 “Planning Committee” sub agenda item 138.2 (prior to the debate being heard).
Cllr Gilbert declared a personal interest in agenda item 10/24 “Casual Vacancies”.
10/10

TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT

Members received, and noted, Cllr Yates’ report on his town mayor’s civic duties from January to April 2010.
10/11

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 April 2010 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/12

PLANNING COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 20 April and 4 May 2010; save agenda item 138.2 from the minutes of 20 April 2010 which had already been brought forward and agreed. 
10/13
FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 20 April 2010.
10/14   
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

It was RESOLVED to receive and approve the unaudited Annual Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement for financial year 2009/2010 ending 31 March 2010.

10/15

POLICY COMMITTEE

It was RESOLVED to receive and accept the Recommendations in the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 28 April 2010; subject to minor amendments.

10/16

CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk reported on the following matters:
16.1
Police Authority Liaison Meeting – South Hams.  The next meeting was to be held at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 24 May 2010 in the Clifton Room, Guildhall, Dartmouth Town Council Offices.

16.2
Spiritualized.  An email had been received from Mrs Anji Chant to advise that Spiritualized proposed to establish itself as an independent charity and align itself with a national youth organisation.  This would change the way it operated and managed its finances and hopefully will provide more freedom for raising funds.  It was agreed to forward a testimonial from KTC to help move this exciting new chapter forward.
16.3
Kingsbridge Police Cadet Force.  Members received a report on the work conducted with the Police Cadets by PCSOs Ashley Hawkes & Paul O’Dwyer, and Station Officer Hawkes.  It was agreed to send a thank you letter to Superintendent Sharpe.   

16.4
Thank You Letters.  Letters had been received from:
· Kingsbridge Town Bowling Club for the Grant Aid donation of £250.

· Kingsbridge & District Sea Angling Club for the Grant Aid donation of £240. 
16.5
Site Allocations Development Planning Document for Kingsbridge.  SHDC’s Forward Planning Team would present the published document at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 25 May 2010. 
10/17
REPORTS ON MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND AUTHORITIES
17.1  Cllr Balkwill would attend Cookworthy Museum’s promotional event on the Quay the following day.  She also promoted Kingsbridge Play Spaces Group’s Fun Day on Saturday 23 May 2010 between 12 noon and 4 p.m. to include a barbeque and the Eden Project.  This would be followed by Concerts on the Quay.

17.2
Cllr Griffin had attended the Police Cadets Passing Out and members thanked him for his work alongside the PCSOs.  He had also attended Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21’s meetings which was trying to form a “chill out zone” for young people which was likely to commence with a taster evening at either the Baptist Church or Coast.
17.3
Cllr Binns had attended a recent meeting of Kingsbridge & District Agenda 21.
10/18

FINANCE – PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Members received a schedule of payments due to date 11 May 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the payments amounting to £8,792.91 be approved and signed by the Chairman.  

10/19

BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

- OPEN SPACES PROJECT 

Cllr Balkwill reported that there was £2,000 in the finance budget for Open Spaces and proposed that all monies be funded towards Kingsbridge In Bloom’s sustainable planting project in the town square.  Mor landscape architects had devised some great plans and local fundraising had been conducted.  Members supported the proposal and it was then RESOLVED for £2,000 to be funded to Kingsbridge In Bloom from the “Open Spaces Project” finance budget at cost code 272. 
10/20

QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN
There were no questions to the Chairman.

10/21

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was RESOLVED that, in view of the nature of the business which was about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded.

10/22

GAZEBOS

In 2009 a Working Party had thoroughly researched the purchase of gazebos for community use which resulted in the purchase of two 3m x 3m models which had proved to be very successful for whole community use.  Members received estimates for the purchase of further gazebos; either one 6m x 3m or two 3m x 3m gazebos from the company which had supplied the originals.  It was RESOLVED to purchase two gazebos size 3m x 3m from the company identified by the Working Party.   
10/23.1
FAIR WEEK

Members received a letter from Mike Jayes, Fair Week fundraiser, requesting £100 towards the costs and certificates for young people in the annual Fun Run.  It was RESOLVED to make a grant of £100 to Kingsbridge Fair Week from the “Youth Projects” finance budget at cost code 271; and to request the KTC crest be printed on T-shirts.

10/23.2
BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

- GRANT AID

Members received a request from Kingsbridge Gateway Club for funding towards the costs of attending a Fun Activity Day at Millfield School.  It was noted that the application had been received too late to be considered in the half-yearly round of Grant Aid awards and that the event was held on 26 June 2010.  After discussion, District Cllr Howarth requested the Club be requested to contact him regarding his own SHDC locality budget.
10/24

CASUAL VACANCIES

Members received applications for 2 casual vacancies.  It was RESOLVED to co-opt Mrs Irene Jeeninga as a town councillor for Kingsbridge North Ward.
The meeting closed at 2140.

…..................................... Presiding Chairman         ................................Date

Annexes:

A.   Public Open Forum.

Annex A to

KTC minutes 

dated 11 May 2010
Public Open Forum

Mrs Wendy Bolt, Mr Bob Willars, Mrs Christine Slade, Mr Andrew Lethbridge,  a member of the South Hams Society, and 2 anonymous members of public made statements regarding the proposal for a new Tesco supermarket to be developed off Cookworthy Road, Kingsbridge.  The salient points follow:

· Fore Street traders would suffer if 2 supermarkets were to operate in the town.

· Fore Street was already suffering due to the current economic climate and matters would become much worse should a new Tesco supermarket be developed.

· Morrisons already operated a good supermarket in the town; therefore there was no requirement for a second store.

· The allocated site off Cookworthy Road would be better used for the development of affordable housing.

· Tesco was known to damage communities and evidence detailed that there was a notable decline in local shops when a store opened in the vicinity.
· There was already good local food production and shops, and therefore no requirement for Tesco.

· A suggested lift to link the proposed retail store and Fore Street Car Park had not materialised.

· The provision of toilets in the proposed store was poor.

· Bob Willars’ letter to the Editor in the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette dated 30 April 2010 had received an amazing response and gleaned much support from the local community to object to the proposed Tesco store.

· Tesco supplied dried foodstuffs etc. at a fair price for low income families.

· Tesco at Lee Mill was often visited by townspeople.

· Many people in Kingsbridge supported the development of a new Tesco supermarket.

· Much evidence was available that Tesco’s trading success was not met by their ethical standards.  Moreover, they used cheap/child labour, breached planning laws, used chilling tactics to silence critics, used courts to bully others, won the Ethical Magazine’s Bad Company Award, and stifled local competition.

· A Tesco hypermarket was available locally at Lee Mill therefore there was no requirement to build a further store in Kingsbridge.
